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This book attempts to fill a gap in South Carolina social
studies texts. The gap has been there for a long time,
even though recent texts have reduced it a littie. For
most of South Carolina’s history between European
colonization and the early 1900s, African-Americans
were a majority of the state’s popuiation. Yet histories
of the state rarely give more than a few pages to the
confributions of African-Americans,

Scholars have ignored or failed to emphasize
the contributions of African-American for a number of
reasons. Some of those reasons are not very pleasant
to consider. For much of the state's history, whites
believed that African-Americans were inferior.
Because whites controlled the schools, that belief was
built into the books they chose to use. At worst,
African-Americans were called savages. Atbest, they
were simply ignored. Of course, this made it hard for
African-Americans to think well of themselves.

In spite of this, African-Americans did maintain
their pride and preserve their culture. A few
African-American scholars, like W. E. B. DuBois, did
studies in the early 1800s that proved the great
importance and value of African-Americans to the
nation. However, these scholars were ignored for a
long time.

As open prejudice began to decline after World
War il, the explanation changed a little. Scholars
wrongly assumed that African culture had been iost
during ensiavement. Scholars treated
African-Americans as a people without a history and
culture of their own. Lacking their own culture, they
would adopt European culture. The only thing that
slowed down the process was racial discrimination.
With the end of discrimination, they could become just
like European-Americans. There was a negative side
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to that belief, a side that stiif was built on prejudice.
Although usually not stated, most scholars assumed
that European culture was superior in aimost all ways.
The dominant scholarly belief was that little from
African culture was worth preserving or remembeting.
in recent decades, research and study have
found that all this was wrong. Scholars of both races
have confirmed what average African-American
citizens knew in their hearts all along.
African-Americans have made vailuable contributions
to the state and nation throughout history. For
example, think about the small farmer who scratched
out a living in the nearly warn-out soif between the
end of the Civil War and World War iI. He was not just
a small farmer barely avoiding starvation. He and
thousands of others were small businesspersons who
were the backbone of the state’s economy. Yes, their
lives were often quite miserable. Many did fail. Bui
those who endured heiped build a foundation for future
progress just like tiny sea creatures build coral reefs
which sustain life all around them. We now know that
many African-Americans went weli beyond being
small farmers. This is the story of all these people.

The values and nstitutions Africans brought with
them were not all lost. Rather, they were sometimes
ignored or forgotten. But they were still there. in
addition, African culture influenced European cuiture.
What we know as South Carolina is not really
European or African. It is a biending of both. This is
the story of the contributions of African culture to South
Carolina culture.

Although the main emphasis is on South
Carolina, we must also iook beyond the state. More
Africans came to America through South Carolina than
through any other single state. This links South




Carolina to the impact of Africans on the entire nation.
Just like in South Carolina, African-Americans have
contributed to American life and culture in many ways
that few people understand. We hope this book witl
help you understand.

This book falls more into the category of what
historians cail social history rather than political
history. This means that our main emphasis wiil be on
how people lived. We will ook at the institutions
African-Americans created, like churches, schools,
businesses, and communities. We wilt look at their
family fives and how they managed. We will look at
the things they created, such as aris, crafts, literature,
and music.

Even though social affairs are the main focus,
we wiil also ook at some political history. You cannot
understand people’s lives without looking at the poliical
forces that shaped opportunities. Politics is the study
of power. indeed, much of the history of
African-Americans in South Carolina is the struggle
to gain enough power to increase choices and
chances. This is a story of two steps forward and
then one step back. It is the story of determined
struggtie. It is the story of persistence and endurance.

Contributions is a key idea throughout the text.

What does contributions include? We take a broad
view. Obviously, includes material things like buiidings,

wealth, inventions, crafts, and even art.

When we get into art, we have crossed over into
a different area, the area of ideas. Art is not just an
object. It is also the idea behind that object. If is the
feelings that are inspired by that object. So
confributions must aiso include ideas and feelings.
Many ideas and feeilings are found in art, such as
paintings, literature, crafts, and music. |deas and
feelings are very rich and important coniributions.

ldeas and feelings are also a part of human
organizations, like churches and social groups that
inspire and help others. So we will ook at cultural
institutions as well.

Institutions that help people suggest another
category in addition to material and ideas.
Contributions can affect our behavior. This includes
speech, dress, what we eat, and how we work and
relate to each other. The endurance that we will see
in so many peopte in this book is a major contribution.
Their endurance inspires us to engage in a long term
struggie just as they did. The seeds we plant today
may make a better world for those that live long after
we are gone.

Someone very wise once said that the best thing
you can do with your life is be a good ancestor to
those who come after you. You will meet many good
ancestors in this book.

xlii
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This text takes a very definite value position which
the authors feel is well supported by recent scholarly
research. That position is that African-Americans have
made many valuabie and significant contributions to
the state and to its culture. We argue throughout the
text that what we know as South Carolina cannot be
understood apart from iis African influence. Hopetully,
we have come far enough so that this position is no
jonger controversial. We can remember the day when
state authorities considered integration too
controversial to discuss.

The authors also take a multi-cultural perspective.
We want students to understand and respect all
cultures that have contributed to our state. Looking at
this text alone, one might wrongly conclude thai the
authors take an Afrocentric point of view, Certainly it
is true that this book focuses on African influences
and highly values those influences. You should
remember that this is intended to be a supplementary
text, not a main text, it is meant to lend a greater
balance to main texts that usually give far more
coverage to European culture and influence.

The authors take the position that neither of the
two major culiures that have defined the state are
inherently superior. Both have strengths and both have
weaknesses. Neither European nor African cultures
(and of course, these are summary terms for what
are really many cuitures within a continent} have a
monopoly on virtue, One need only 0ok around the
world today and see that people of all culiures are
capabile of incredible violence and of incredible
sacrifice.

We have accentuated the positive because the
focus is contributions. But we have not avoided
controversy. One cannot understand African-
American contributions without iooking at the struggie
o survive and make contributions, That means we

. it i . Sre g " T o
wiy AERICAN-ARAERICANS AND THE PAUAETTO Sials

must cover white racism. At the same time, we tried
to give the most praise to those who responded in
positive ways 1o the hatred they encountered. That is
relatively easy in South Carolina because the
overwheiming majority of civil rights leaders were
moderate and carried littie bitterness. Even the
impatient young civil rights activists of the 1960s have
done positive things in building the state, The message
is that understanding and respect is healthier than
misunderstanding and disrespect In the last chapter,
we also touch upon challenges African-Americans
face today. White whites can help and be supportive,
some of the solutions are coming and must come from
within the African-American community itself,

Perhaps the most difficuit balance to strike is
that of inclusiveness versus exclusiveness, A
multi-culiural approach attempts to strike that delicate
balance. Everyone has a right to their own culture
and to their own cuitural pride, whether that be
Scofttish, rish, French, Greek, German, Hispanic,
Japanese, Native American, or African, But cultural
pride should not be used to denigrate other cultures.
As Americans we have a common culture as weil,
Our commeon culturesis the product of all our individual
cultures. Above all, a democratic culture values
diversity, tolerance, and respect, It rejects those paris
of our unigue cuitures that hurt others, It is the wisdom
that comes from hundreds of years of trying to live
together, often unsuccessfully. it is the American
dream that we can do beiter and be better than the
tast generation,

Pictures are a very important part of the book,
We looked at thousands of pictures and tried to select
the ones that we thought students would find most
interesting. We used a number of pictures from Dr.
Constance Schuiz's The History of 8.C. Slide
Collection. This coliection shouid be avaitabie in most




schools or from the State Department of Education.
We have noied the slide number in each caption. You
might consider using the slides and the more complete
descriptions that are with the collection as you discuss
the ideas in this book with your class.

This text is designed so that it can be used in
several ways. First, it can be used as a stand-alone
text for a separate section of your social studies class.
The chapters follow enough of the history of the state
so that they should make sense to students in terms
of what takes place when. If you want to tise the book
this way, you should allow a minimum of four weeks.

It can aiso be used as a supplement to a main
text. You can fit the chapters between chapters in the
main text. Some can be chosen on chronological
grounds. Obviously, chapters on the Civil War and
Reconstruction can be done after like chapiers in a
main text. Other chapters like those on literature and
on the arts will have to be arbitrarily placed. The
chapter on military service could fit in after any of the
war chapters in the main text. Bui it might work best
when you are covering the history of the early 1900s.

It has a significant emphasis on World War 1, a war
usually not given much emphasis in main texts.

Finally, you ¢ould use a combination method. You
can work in the chapters that have the best
chronological fit after like chapters in the main text.
Then you can set aside about a two week period {o
cover the chapters that focus on literature, music, and
the arts. You might consider scheduiing that separate
module during February, which is Black History Month,
Black History Monthis a time when the popular press
often carries stories on art and culture that can
supplement what you are studying in class.

We have deliberately chosen o write in a
nontraditional style for textbooks, what we cali a
“conversational” style. This style uses many personal
pronouns, like "we,” "us,” and "you,” and some
colloguial expressions. Qur reason for choosing this
style is 1o make the book more reader friendly by
engaging the student in what sounds like a personal
conversation. We hope you and your students will
enjoy reading this book as much as we enjoyed
writing it.

Ciapter THLE xv
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To the Students

If you have an African heritage, this book is your story.
It should help you understand who you are. You can
be proud of your story. African-Americans have made
great contributions to both the state and nation. Your
ancestors included pioneers, artists, writers,
cowboys, brave soidiers, successful
businesspersons, doclors, teachers, college
professors, political leaders, and plain hard working
people who survived against terrible odds,

There is also much for which to be very thankful.
You will learn of people who struggied to give you a
chance to read and to reach for the stars. Many ot
your ancestors never had those kind of chances
themselves, But you do because of what they did.
You should not forget that. You shouid take fuil
advantage of what they fought to give you.

If your ethnic background is not African, you may
think that this book has no value for you. You wouid
be wrong. There are severai reasons why the story
of African-Americans in South Carolina should be
important to you. First, itis important if you consider
yourself a South Carolinian. As you wiil learn, the
place we call South Carolina has been created by the
blending of several cuitures,
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One of the main ingredients is African culture. South
Carolina’s cultural bicod is partly African blood. If you
like to sit on the front porch, if you eat “goobers,” if
you “sweet talk” someone, if you listen to jazz or rock
and roll or the biues, you are doing things with a very
heavy African flavor,

Second, the story is valuabie so that we learn
riot to repeat the mistakes of the past. We cannot
change the mistakes of our ancestors. But we can
avoid repeating them. As much as African-Ametricans
contributed fo the state, contributions couid have been
greater had they been given a greater chance, Many
britiant people were lost to the state because they
felt they had no chance here. They left. They made
contributions o other states. We lost and were left
poorer as a state. The point is not to feel guilty for
mistakes of forefathers. The point is to be brave
enough to acknowiedge what was done and
understand that we can make things different. If we
are to live together and prosper, a good place to start
is by learning about each other. We can learn, respect,
and prosper. Or we can ignore, disrespect, and fight.
The choice is yours.




¥ YV ¥ Chapter 1

Who am 1? That is a question that all of us ask at
some pointin our lives. The answer comes from many
pilaces. It comes from family, place of birth, religious
beliefs, the nation in which we live, the state we call
home, our community, our school, and the history of
our ancestors. That history includes the way our
ancestors lived, the stories they told, the food they
ate, how they worked, their loves and fears, and their
hopes and dreams. Some of those dreams include
you.

This book will try to help you answer the guestion
of who you are by looking at the history of your cultural
ancestors. If you claim South Carolina as home, your
cultural ancestors inciude not just those who are
related through blood lines. Cultural ancestors inciude
all those who once shared the state you now cail home.
Ali of them helped define and create what South
Carolina is today.

in particular, this book will focus on your cultural
ancestors who came from Africa. For some of you
these are also ancestors by blood. For others there
may be no biood ties. But, as you will learn in this
book, there are many culiurai ties. This first chapter
has two major purposes. First, we will examine African
roots and the meaning of the idea of homeland. To do
this we must go back to Africa itself and look at the
cultures from which thousands of your ancestors
were stolen. Second, we will ook at the peopie who
came and the story of their coming. It is not a very
happy story, but it is an important story. It reveals the
sirength and endurance of a people under the worst
of conditions.

Before we do any of that, let us take a glimpse at
what life may have been like in a West African village
in the 1500s. This short fictional story ceniers on a
young man who was just about your age.

A Day in the Life of Baroka

Baroka awoke with a start. That pesky
mosquito again, he thought. Suddeniy, he raised
his hand near his ear. Whop! He slapped at the
mosquito, “Now, Mosquito™ Baroka said with a
grin, “you know that the people and the animais
are still angry with you” Baroka was recalling a
story an elder had told him a few days before.
The story was about why the mosquito buzzed
in people’s ears. Mosquito had annoyed Iguana.

lguana had then frightened the other
animals and caused great alarm and confusion.
When King Lion sought the source of ali the
confusion, Mosquito hid. So even now, Mosqguito
buzzed around peopie’s ears trying tofind out if
King Lion was still angry. A resounding “whop”
was his usual answer.

Now there was no more time for insect
pesis. Baroka remembered that traders were
coming o the village today. He hoped there would
be a feast and perhaps another story from the
elders. Quickly he splashed water from the
storage jarg.on his face and arms and went to
milk the family goats. By the time he finished,
his mother had prepared a meat of rice cakes
and honey.

Baroka ate quickly. He shared the
excitement running through the village. The
traders were Ashanti and were expected {0 bring
much of their famous finely-woven cioth to trade.
for rice, or perhaps for the baskets and wood
carvings that the Yoruba made so well. Baroka
wanted to roam among the traders and listen to
the haggling for bargains. He was annoyed when
his father insisted he watch #ittle Sidi, who had
come 1o live with them when her own mother

Liadine | T
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died. But, knowing the importance of family and
kinship which the elders taught, Baroka dutifuliy
obeyed.

Baroka’s father had decided he would bring
a decorated clay water jar and two artfully woven
rice baskets o trade for the Ashanti cloth. Just
then drum beats and gazelle horns announced
the arrival of the Ashanti.

Soon the entire village was humming as
raders made bargains and elders intervened to
resolve disagreements. Baroka’s father traded
for an exceptionally fine gold-colored ro#i of cioth.
it would make bright new garments for Baroka's
mother and sister.

By early afternoon the trading was done
and feasting had begun. Baroka stuffed himseif
on rice cakes, roasted chicken, wild pig, yams,
and pumpkin. Afterwards storyteiling began.
Yoruba and Ashanti competed to see who could
telt the best stories. Baroka decided the story
he liked best was about why Dog, rather than
Jackal, had come 1o live with people and guard
their homes in exchange for a warm place near
the fire. He did not care for the tale of how Rabbit
had tricked the other animals, stolen all their
grain, put gravel in their siorage huts, and fixed
the blame on poor, innocent Squirrel. Squirrel’s
suffering and Rabbif's escape seemed uniair.
However, Baroka thought, no doubt Rabbit would
not fare as weli in some future tale of the elders.

After the storytelling, Baroka had to do his
regular chore of herding the goats into their pen
for the evening. This done, he was quite willing
to listen quietly as his mother sang and prepared
the hut for sleeping. Baroka’s day had been long
and exciting. He was tired. Even the whispers
of the aduits could not stir his curiosity on this
night. Mad he not been so tired, perhaps he would
have puzzled over their hushed voices. The
adults were speaking softly of what the Ashanti
had said about light-tone people, who had arrived
off the coast lately. They had come in great
canoes carried by the wind according to the
Ashanti. Had Baroka heard this, he might have
wondered what their arrival foretoid.
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{Story by W, Calvin Smith, based on an oid African
tale entitied “Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears.”
Versions of this story appear in many sources. You
can read another, longer version of this story in a
young chiidren’s book of the same title by Verna
Aardema, N.Y.: Dial Press, 1975}

African Roots

A few years ago an African-American writer named
Alex Haley wrote a book titled Roofs. Haley’s book
met with great success because it fapped feelings
that had been neglected for a long time. Later the
book was turned into a mini-series for television.
Miflions watched the series. Many African-Americans
had never been given the chance to learn about their
personatl roots or had been taught they had no roots.
They felt a new sense of pride. Some were learning
about their homeland and blood ancestors for the first
time. Whites who watched found new understanding
and respect. Set in West Africa, Roots shows the
homeland area of most of the Africans who were
brought in chains to America through South Carolina.

Feelings about homeland were different for
African-Americans than for most other groups. Being
enslaved, forced to come, and treated as inferior once
they arrived all had a great impact. An inner sense of
pride came into conflict with the New World cuiture.
That culture tried to force African-Americans to view
themselves and thelr background as inferior. The New
World cuiture gave them anew religion. it gave them
new names, new clothing siyies, and a new language.
What Americans from Europe did not realize at the
time was that African cuiture was changing the New
World culture. African culture gave new styles of
religion, new words, and new modes of behavior. But
that comes later in the story.

For generations of African-Americans, the result
was strongly mixed feelings about their homeland.
They thought that something they loved had been
removed from them. That left them feeling sad. They
felt a sense of longing and loss. Yet they were told
that the European based New World culture was betier.
Some parts of the new cuiture they did cherish. Most
did become Christian and were sincerely thankful for
these new beliefs.




The term for strongly mixed feelings is
“ambivalent” We can see these ambivalent feelings
in African-American writings as early as the poetry of
Phillis Wheatley, an enslaved African, in the 1770s.
On the one hand, she laments that she was forced
from the roots of her homeiand.

[, young in life, by seeming cruei fate was
shatch'd from Afric’s fancy’d happy seat. ..

On the other hand, she expresses thankfulness that
this “snatching” brought her Christian religion,

Twas mercy brought me from my Pagan
land,

Taughi my benighted soul to understand
That there’s a God, and there’s a Saviour
t00. ..

We can aiso see how long these ambivalent
feelings lasted. in the 1920s another African-American
poet, Countee Cullen, expressed similar feelings. In
his poem “Heritage,” he asks the question of what
Africa should mean io him. On the one hand he
answers that Africa couid be wonderful things from
times long passed. On the other hand, he wonders if
he should care at all, because we ali must live in the
present. in a sense this is the central question of this
book. What does Africa mean to you? What does
Africa mean to South Carolina?

By the end of the First World War, however,
attitudes did begin to change. The change was fed by
African-American scholars, The most important of
these scholars was W.E.B. DuBois. Dr. DuBois was
one of the truly great minds in all of the 1900s. He
was a man of action as well as words. He was one of
the founders of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP}), the most
well known civil rights group in the nation. DuBois
heiped foster a change in attitude that would eventuatly
bear fruit in a new homeland pride. He was one of the
first to describe the great medieval kingdoms of West
Africa. His research taught us about the complex and
sophisticated cultures below the Sahara Desert in
~ central and southern Africa. He and other scholars
began teaching us that roots of the homeland were

not lost. Africa had survived the difficult passage to
America. it had contributed to the lifestyle and values
of African-Americans despite their il treatment. More
recent scholars have confirmed his early work. Alex
Haley brought these truths {o the rest of us in popular
literature and television.

l.et us now furn to those African roots. We need
to look at two areas of Africa. The majority of Africans
who were enslaved in South Carofina came from West
Africa. The second largest group, roughly forty
percent of those who were brought to the state after
1730, came from the central southern Atlantic coast
of Africa. This is where the nations of Congo and
Angola are today, the area around the mouth of the
Congo River. What were these areas like in terms of
geography and past history? Let us begin with West
Africa.

Geographically, West Africa is bounded by the
Atlantic Ocean in the West and South. The Sahara
Desert defines its northern boundary. Lake Chad and
what is presently Nigeria are at i{s eastern boundary.
Its climate ranges from very dry desert to very wet
rain forest. Several rivers give it access to the Atiantic
coast. They inciude the Gambia, the Senegal, and
the Niger. The region is sometimes called
“Senegambia’ because of the imporiance of the first
two of these rivers.

Historical kingdoms arose in West Africa largely
because of early connections with the Saharan trade
routes. The routes ran from West Africa northward to
the Mediterranean coast. Those routes date back to
the ancient world. Gold and kola nuts frorn West Africa
were exchanged for a variety of goods from North
Africa, the Middie East, and Europe. These included
dried fruit, salt, tools, copper, and cioth. From the 300s
to the 1700s, or fourth to the eighteenth century,
empires and kingdoms rose in succession here. They
were built around the cities that controfied the trade
routes.

~ The earliest empire was named Ghana. it dates
back to the fourth century, more than 1,600 years
ago. Ghana was aiso the name taken by the first of
the modem, post-colonial states in Africa in this region.
Ancient Ghana reached the height of its power in the
eleventh century. For several hundred years it
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dominated the Saharan trade routes. When you
consider that the United States celebraled its own
200th birthday in 1976, this is a long time.

After repeated attacks by Mosiems from the
north, Ghana finally iost power o the empire of Mak
in the 1200s, or the thirteenth ceniury. Mali was
founded by the Mandingo peopie. They founded the
original state in the twelfth century. Within 100 years it
was a great kingdom. It covered what today is most
of Gambia, Guinea, Senegal, Mali, and Mauritania.
Mali's rulers were Muslim converts. They made lavish
piigrimages to Mecca in keeping with their Islamic faith.
In 1324, Mansa Mussa, the king of Mal, made such a
pilgrimage. He took nearly 60,000 peopie with him as
well as many gifts. There were thousands of guards,
500 servants, each carrying a staff made of gold, and
gighty cameis carrying about 24,000 pounds of gold.
it must have been guite a trip.

Mali survived until the 1500s. 1t fell {0 a rival
kingdom, Songhai, which had buiit its power base at
Timbuktu on the Niger River. Songhai was even larger
than Mali, stretching from the Atlantic coast westward
{0 what today is central Nigeria. Songhai, too, was a
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Muslim state. It used the laws of the Koran, the Muslim
holy book, for its system of justice. In the 1400s, the
city of Timbuktu in Songhai was home of one of the
worid’s great universilies.

Internal strife and outside pressures eventually
spiintered Songhai into smaller kingdoms. No major
empire replaced it before the time when Africans were
enslaved and taken to the New Worlid. Instead, a
number of small kingdoms emerged. These included
Dahomey, Ashanti; and Mossi. Their rivalry and
intermittent warfare probably helped European traders
when they began to arrive in the 1500s and 1600s.
Captured enemies could be sold for a profit. Many of
them were ensiaved as cheap labor for the New World.

The second largest group of enslaved Africans
came from the area around the mouth of the Congo
River. This area and these people shared some
simitarities but also had some differences with those
from West Africa. The climate was similar to that of
Waest Africa, Both were fropical. Both areas were rich
in fishing because of the rivers and the ocean. Both
grew rice. This was important {0 whites who needed
labor skilled in rice growing. Both areas also shared




a common heritage. Both were setiled by many of
the same people who had been moving south on the
African continent seeking new areas to grow food.
They ail spoke different dialects or variations of the
Bantu fanguage.

Because the area around the mouth of the Congo
River was seitled much later, the civilizations of the
area were not as old as those of West Africa. The
kingdom of Kongo was created at the mouth of the
river in the 1400s. Kongo had a well-organized
government, somewhat like our own in structure. A
king ruied a central government. At a lower level,
governors ruled state governments or provinces. At
the lowest level, districts and villages had their own
rulers. This is somewhat like our national-state-
county-city structure. The king had no army of his
own. He had to depend on the provincial and district
ruters to support him. That meant he had to be a skitiful
politician to hold the nation together. Outside of politics,
Kongo also developed a compiex cuiture. The nation
developed its own music, sculpture, and poetry.

The Portuguese began a siow invasion of the
area in the late 1400s. By the 1600s, they were
enslaving people of the nation of Kongo. The King
tried to negotiate to end the slave trade. it did not work.
The Portuguese invaded in 1665. They defeated the
army of Kongo and kilied the king. By the early 1700s,

J—

invaders spliniered the great nation of Kongo into
several small states. Portugal and other European
nations ran them as colonies.

Cultural Transmissions

The arrival of whites meant that many villages were
destroyed. The arrival increased the break up of great
African nations. But this break-up and even
enstavement did not mean the loss of culture, Africans
brought their customs’and beliefs with them to the
New World. As you will see, people passed these
customs and beliefs down through the generationsin
often quiet and hidden ways. African-Americans
modified their culiure to {it a new place. in many cases,
whites adopted parts of the African culture without
knowing where the culture had come from. African
culture would mix with the cultures of others who came
to the New World and create a new cuiture. African
culture became part of what South Carolina is. The
important point of this complex process of
transmission, modification, adoption, and mixing is that
the culture of Africa endured.

Among the most enduring elements of a cuiture
are its religious beliefs, |slam influenced much of West
Africa. Most certainly, enslaved Africans brought
some [slamic practices to the New World. These
practices came into conflict with European Christianity.

African-Americans using the
method of “head-toting” to carvy
cofton from the fields near Mt
Pleasant in  about 1870,
Reproduced from Constance B.
Schulz, Ed., The History of S.C.
Slide Collection, slide H-1
{Sandlapper Publishing Company,
19881 Courtesy of 5.C. Historical
Society.
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(Lefty Head-toting by male vegetable vendor in the early 1900s. Courtesy Dr. Howard Woody, the 8.C. Posteard Archive,
South Carolinianag Library, USC. {Right} Head-toting by female vegetable vendors in early 1900s. Courtesy of William Davie
Beard,

Christianily tried to eliminate other religious ideas and
make converts, even among enslaved people. Even
though Chyristianity won the conflict between religious
practices, Christianity was changed. We can see the
greatest change in how African-Americans practiced
Christianity. However, we can also see that the
religious practices of whites changed to include
emotional expressions that have African roots.

African beliefs in many gods and reverence
toward the spirits of one’s ancestors merged with
certain religious practices in the New World. Catholic
sainis were linked with African gods in the practice of
Voodoo. The term “Vodun”in Haitian becomes Voodoo
in English. Vodun comes from an African Dahomean
word meaning “deity,” or god.

“Faith healing” through the power of tribai
magicians was another aspect of religion. Magicians
frequently used herbs and roots in their cures. This
practice woulid be continued by the “root doctors” that
emerged in African-American communities in the New
World. The use of roots and herbs continues even
today. Let us take a look ai this tradition.

Before modemn times, most people depended on
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remedies made from planis, animals, or minerals.
Records from pre-Civil War South Carolina show that
both black and white Americans depended on a wide
variety of medicinal plants. Medical care was
extremely limited for everyone, but especially for
African-Americans. Peopie depended on home
remedies. Herb or root doctors provided what medical
care there was, Midwives delivered the babies. Often
daughiers iearned fhiese skills from their mothers.
Usually a female member of the family was
responsible for almost ali famity medical care. Many
of the traditional tfreatments probably came from Africa,
where herbal medicine was widely practiced. Because
of a similar climate, people could find many of these
same herbs in South Carolina.

I the 1700s and 1800s, people worried about
different illnesses than those that concern us today.
The first settlers feared fevers. Those caused by
malaria, typhoid, or yellow fever were especiaily bad.
Dysentery was another serious disease. Little was
known about the causes of such illnesses. in fact,
malaria was a problem at St. Helena Island, which is
near Beaufort on the coast, well into the 1900s. in




1930 Dr. York Bailey, an African-American graduate
of the Penn School and Howard University's School
of Medicine, managed to get the swamps drained. This
eliminated many of the disease-carrying mosquitoes.

African-Americans in the Carolina iow country
frequently made teas from plants. The teas were used
to treat colds, burns, and fevers. During the Civil War
the supply of prepared medicines was cut off. People
had to depend entirely on their local plants. These
would be collected by enslaved African-Americans
on the ptantations. The designated African-American
“nurse” on a plantation was responsibie for giving out
medicines. Even before the war, nurses of both sexes
heiped the doctors who were called to the planiations
to treat wounds and extract teeth. Some nurses,
generally women, received {raining so that they could
care for those who were very ili. Both nurses and
midwives were often older women who were no longer
able to labor in the fields.

Although now there are few midwives, the
tradition lives on. Sometimes it lives in the inspiration
it provided io others. Dr. James A. Boykin of
Lancaster, an African-Ametrican doctor, remembers
his midwife grandmother, Mary Jane Witherspoon, She
delivered him when he was born. During his childhood
she was called out at all hours to deliver babies. She
inspired him to become a doctor. The tradition lives in
another way as well. Some peopie are returning to
the practice. Nurse-midwives, trained in the ancient
practice and aiso in modern medicine, are being used
more and more in comfortable home-like *hirthing

A 1810 photo of “Uncle Sam
Polite,” who laught students at the
Penn Center how 1o knit fish nets, a
skill carried by African-Americans
from their native African shores.
From the Penn School Collection,
Permission granted by Penn Center,
Inc., St Helena Island, 8.C. In the
Southern Historical Collection of the
Manuscripts Department, University
of North Caroling, Chapel Hill. This
p:’éturc can also be seen in The
History of S.C. Slide Collection
(Sandlapper Publishing Company,
1989) as slide H-12.

centers.” People find this an altractive alternative to
impersonal hospitals.

After the Civil War, African-Americans stili had
to depend on these “nurses.” Most people could not
afford to pay white doctors. There were few
African-American doctors. Midwives, some of them
trained at the Penn Center, were delivering babies well
into the 1900s. Many people lived in fairly isolated
areas. Some of the healers had quite good reputations.
Even ioday, in some areas people depend on
traditional heaiers to treat many ilinesses.

We can see this tradition most ciearly in a
relatively isolated community like St Helena Island.
Here the people retained many practices from the past.
The island had only one iocal physician well into the
1900s. So people coniinued to depend on traditional
medicine long after the Civil War was over. A
researcher living'on the island found that people used
more than forty different substances as medicines.
Various herbs were collected, washed, dried in the
sun, and stored in cloth bags. In addition to herbs,
other ingredients included onions, garlic, cornstarch,
coftonseed oil, and lurpeniine. At least some of these
medicines were beneficial. In fact, a number of those
plants are the basis for drugs approved by the U.S.
government for more than one hundred years. For
exampie the islanders thought peach tree leaf helped
reduce high biood pressure and fever. When a drug
for skin problems was unavailable during World War
lf, the U.S. government substituted a drug made from
peach tree leaf However, Spanish moss, used by
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the islanders in their shoes or on their heads fo relieve
“high blood,” does not seem fo have found a wider
usage!

Root doctors often divided illnesses into those
of the mind and of the body. They saw good health in
terms of keeping the blood properly balanced, The
blood could be either too sweet or {00 bitter, too high
or too low. On St. Helena, when the biood was too
bitter, the treatment was sweetl medicinas iike carrot
seed, sugar, wine, or sassafras. When the biood was
too sweet, they used bitter medicines like snake root,
horehound, and the root of the coral bean. Blood
pressure seemed to be related to the flavor of the
blood. High blood pressure went along with blood
that was too sweel. Low biood pressure went with

bitter blood.

People consulied root dociors when someone
was dizzy, or had a headache, or was unable to sleep.
Some of the remedies suggested for these and other
problems are simifar to those of modern physicians.
The root doctors might tell peopie to improve their diet
or to get more sleep. Some of the practitioners
sounded much like psychologists because they
helped with stress related problems.

However, peopie thought some ilinesses were
caused by witcheraft. If the person had commitied a
wrong, the usual remedies would not work, Some
special intervention and repentance wouid be needed.
Before the time of enslavement, many people believed
inthe power of witches. Many African peoples thought

{Top Right) Coil Rush Basket made in the 1800s of sweetgrass and Palmetio leaves. Reproduced with permission of the

Charleston Museaum. From

conflict and Transcendence:  African-American Art in South Carolina,’

3

arganized by the

Columbia Museuin of Art. (Bottom Right) Sweetgrass basket made in Charleston in 1993, Photo by Aimee Smith. (Left)
Woman winnowing rice in a farmer basket near Beaufort in 1907, This shows how methods and crafis survived down through
time. Nofe the African-stvle thatched roof on the building in the background. From the Penn School Collection. Permission
granted by Penn Center. Inc. St. Helen Island, 5.C. In the Southern Historical Collection of the Manuscripts Department,
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. This picture can also be scen in The History of 8.C. Shide Collection (Sandlapper

Publishing Company, 1989} as slide D-44.
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that wiiches caused incurable illness, We can find
stories of witcheraft in the accounts of former
enslaved African-Americans like Jacob Stroyer and
Sirmon Brown. Mainstream medicine practiced in
modern hospitals and clinics would be of no use for
such problems,

Today, we are beginning to learn that the mind
has the power fo help in healing. To this extent,
practitioners of witchcraft and voodoo were onto
something. The best root doctors added to their
knowiedge of plants a good “bedside manner” That
is, they treated the mind as weli as the body by boosting
the patient’s confidence. Today, medical science
recognizes the importance of treating the “whole
person.” African-American root doctors were doing
this long ago. One of them said that God had provided
a remedy for all iliness, People just had to find the
remedy. We are just now “discovering” these ideas
in modern medicine,

The family was the basis of social life in Alrica,
as elsewhere. Even though the slave trade uprooted
and separated African families, aspects of African
family life reemerged in America. Perhaps the most
important aspect of African family life was
psychological—the belonging. The sense of belonging
went beyond the family as we think of it today.
Suppose a young African child lost his mother. He
could turn to other “mothers” within a larger family of
~ the clan or tribe or society for love and comfort. In
some societies, men had several wives. For a child,
these women couid take on some of the functions of
her own mother.

In the enslaved New World, a similar
compensation wouid occur. Famities were often split
up because of death or because whites sold members
away, Children would be accepted within another
family group. They wouid be treated as any other child
in the family. Of course, this did not lessen the pain.
it was a means of survival that came from the roots
of Africa. After enslavement ended, freed men and
women sought long and hard to find missing family
members.

African languages affected our language. The
Southern style of English uses many English terms
and some African terms in a dialect that has musical
qualities that partially come from Africa. Few people
understand this, some scholars argue that modern

whites use language that is closer fo its African origin
than the language used by many modern African-
Americans., For reasons of safety and security,
enslaved African-Americans needed to be able to falk
to each other in ways whites could not understand.
Whites picked up African terms. This forces African-
Americans to come up with new fanguage ihat was
further removed from its origin. We will discuss this
topic more in a later chapter when we look at Guiiah,

Another area that-has easily identifiable African
roots is the food we eat and how we prepare it. Much
of southern cooking is African cooking with new, added
ingredients from both the South and Europe. The
reasons are quite logical, Enslaved Africans did most
of ther cooking on plantations, After the Civil War,
African-American household help did a great deal of
cooking for whites in their homes. They used methods
and spices that had been passed down from
generation to generation, We will look at this in a later
chapter.

Recent scholars have found African roots in one
unusual area—Southern etiquette. Etiquette means
the way we behave toward each other and the terms
we use in speaking to each other on a day-to-day
basis, As you should know, the South is known for
its manners and politeness. Whites often think that
this is just the heritage of English nobility. That is
certainly part of it. But it also has African roots, Great
respect for elders has a definite African connection.
Much of the spirit of the Southern manners is African,
though the formal terms are English. One might say
that Southern manners are English manners with
emotion. Much of that emotion has African origins,

Much of the art and crafts we find in South
Carolina has African roots, These inciude carving,
basketweaving, a wide range of music and dance,
and even painting. Al of these have cultural origins
from Africa.” Whites have adopted much of this. In
later chapters of the book, we wili look atthese areas
in some detail.

Finally, we see African-Americans returning to
African clothing styles as they rediscover their
heritage. Kente cloth, which is made of woven strips
of cotton, silk, or rayon sewn together, has become
very popular in the United States. The Asante peopie
in Ghana wear this type of cloth. People make this
cloth in a variety of patterns and colors,
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Enslaved Africans were

treated harshly on ships

that took them to America,
Those who died were
thrown overboard. Re-

African-Americans use Kente cloth to decorate
different kinds of clothes as well as personal items
like pocketbooks. Ironically, it is in such high demand
that large quantities are now being made by machine
in countrias in Asia.

Passage fo South Caroling

Some of the first Africans who entered North America
probably did not come under the harsh conditions of
enslavement. Their exact status is uncertain. Some
probably came to the New World as expiorers, Others
came either as servanis or as enslaved people in the
early 1500s. Africans were with Balboa on the
expedition that discovered the Pacific, with Cortes in
Mexico, and Coronado in the West. The Spanish
axplorar Aylion brought enslaved Africans to the South
Carolina coast in 1525, The precise location is
uncertain. It was once thought o be in the Port Royal
area. Later evidence is that the area was farther north,
closer to where Georgetown is today. Other
archaeological evidence shows that it may have been
south on the Savannah River. There is even some
evidence that those who were enslaved revolted
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produced from Constance
B Schulz, Ed., The History
of S.C. Slide Collection,
slide BS55 (Sandlapper
Publishing Company,
1989). Courtesy of South
Carcliniana Library.

against the Spanish. Some who escaped may have
inmtermarried with the indians of the area. Except for
those who escaped, none remained there very fong.

The Spanish had already established
enslavement by the time the English began their
permanent New World colonies. Colonial Virginia is
where the horrible institution of enslavement began
to evolve among the English. Most historians agree
that the Africans of 1619 were not enslaved. They
probably had the status of indentured servants,
indentured servitude was the form of non-free labor
most often used by the English,

Qver a period of fifty years or more, the Africans
in Virginia gradually lost even this lowly status. They
moved from temporary servitude to setvitude for life-
stavery, According to some sources, racial prejudice
may have cause this to happen. Enslaving people of
a different race is easier than enslaving those of your
own race, You can rationalize that they are different.
You can even fool yourself into thinking that
enslavement is good for them because they are
different in ways that make them inferior. This thinking
is prejudiced and bigoted. These wrong ideas aliowed




those who did the enslaving {o live with their
consciences, so long as they did not think too much
about what they had done.

A more current theory adds another element.
There is evidence that some Africans did have smaii
farms in coastal areas after completing their time as
servants. But these farms did not last long. The people
either moved away or were enslaved. Virginia tobacco
growers needed a lot of cheap labor to clear more
land for tobacco. Freeing servants who had worked
for the agreed time made labor more expensive. S0
the white planters found ways o keep Africans as
servanis for life. This was simple greed.

Intruth, both prejudice and greed probably played
important parts in creating enslavement in the early
colonies. By the last third of the 1600s, the English
wrote enslavement into faw.

By that time, the English were emerging as the
primary shippers of enslaved people. The Portuguese,
Spanish, Duteh, and French had ail been involved in
the trade. But English victories at sea in various wars
gave England controf of the sea-lanes. Thus, the
English had control of the trade of enslaved Africans.
Of course, this included English-Americans who
engaged in the trade either as merchants or shippers.

Once begun, the trade by the English and colonial
merchants continued for a fong time. One example in
South Carolina was Henry Laurens, a Charleston
merchant of the 1760s. Like other merchants, he
shipped products from South Carolina to England and
the West Indies. On return trips many of his ships
carried enslaved Africans. Strange as it may seem,
his son, John Laurens, argued that African-Americans
who fought for the Americans against Britain should
be given freedom. Sadly, most other white South
Carolinians did not agree.

During the 1600s and probably well intc the
1700s, many whites felt that enslavement actually
saved African lives. After all, whites told themseives,
these were people who were captives in wars on the
African continent. Had they not been taken, they would
surely have been killed. Because local rulers
controlled much of the trade in Africa itself, whites
assumed that those taken were in fact prisoners of
wayr. Later whites realized this was not the case.
Greedy rulers sent out raiding parties to capture
people who would be enslaved. The whole purpose

of the raid was “human-stealing.” Offers to buy people
created those raids, not wars. Clearly this had no
humane justification, but by then the trade was so
profitable that it was difficult to stop.

Even after the United States banned the trade of
enstaved people by law in 1809, it continued across
the Atlantic illegally right up to the Civil War. The last
known “stave ship” was a former racing yacht named
The Wanderer. A Charleston resident was the owner.
He pretended it was 1o be used in racing. Instead, he
fitted the ship with large water tanks, eating utensils,
and provisions for many people. In 1858 the ship
headed for Africa, though officially it was supposed
to be going to the Caribbean. The ship was 114 feet
long, a little more than 30 paces. itleft Africa with 490
mostly young African men chained to a temporary
deck built below the main deck. Each person had
fitthe room to move or even breath. Two and a half
months after leaving Charleston, the ship landed off
the coast of Georgia on Jekyll Isiand.  Unsanitary
conditions caused many of the people on board 10
die. Some African-Americans living on the istand today
can trace their ancestors back to those taken on this
cruel passage.

That is not the end of the story. The federal
authorities heard of the illegal actions. The owner
gave up controi of The Wanderer and fled 1o avoid
prosecution. The ship was sold several times before
the outbreak of the Civil War. Then, the Uniont Army
seized The Wanderer and refitted the ship to fight for
the Union side. The former racing yacht and slave
ship captured Confederate blockade runners and
destroyed targets on the southern coast. it sank in
1871 off the coast of Cuba carrying a cargo of fruit.

The worst part of the actual trade in terms of
physical torment was undoubtedly the trip across the
ocean. The experience of the enslaved passengers
on The Wanderer was muitiplied by mitions.
Estimates are that as many as ten million Africans
were forcibly shipped across the Atlantic. About half
a million went to the British colonies in North America.
Of those, about forty percent came through
Charleston. Somewhere in the range of 75,000
remained in South Carolina. If this is true, then nearly
half the African-Americans in the nation have some
connection to South Carolina.

Those who survived the journey sometimes told
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or wrote their stories. Such was the case with an
ensiaved African named Omar ihn Seid. He was of
the Fula society in West Africa. His merchant uncle
had trained him in Arabic and mathematics, His
refigious faith was islamic. Captured and sold, he
ended up in Charleston in the 1800s. He ran away
from his owner but was recaptured. While in jalil
awaiting return, he wrote on the walils in Arabic. This
so amazed some of the observers that they arranged
for Omar's purchase from his previous owner, Though
still enslaved, he was able {0 record his own
“autobiography” in 1831. He toid about his life in Africa,
his capture, and his enslavement. His work provides
astory of Islamic background, faith, and literary ability
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too long lost in the early history of those who lived in
Carolina.

Traders brought most of the Africans to South
Carolina because of their skill as rice workers. Most
whites cared fittle about the literary skills of those they
enslaved. By the 1700s, South Carolina made the
rice plantation the center of economic life. What whites
cared about was growing rice and building the state.
This is what enslaved Africans did. But in doing so,
they changed the state in-ways most whites did not
understand. Many South Carolinians, white and biack,
still do not understand what happened. That is the
topic of the next chapter,




¥ ¥ ¥ Chapter 2

As we have seen, whites allowed biacks to be
enslaved in South Carolina from the beginning. In
fact, some of the Lord Proprietors who ruled the state
were partners in the business of importing and selling
enslaved Africans. The ruling lords certainly did not
stand in the way of an English settler who wanted to
buy enslaved Africans. Thousands of Africans were
enslaved and brought into the state. Whites assumed
that African fabor could be used to create an English
society in Carolina. What whites did not know was
that the Africans would create a new society that
biended English and African culture. This is the story
of that creation.

The Rice Culture

How important would Africans be to the new colony?
That would depend on the ways the colonists chose
to make a living. The colonists found no gold, as the
Spanish had in Mexico. Land, and what it could
produce, was to be the key to the colonists’ wealth.
They tried many crops. Eventually they chose two
that could be soid to the rest of the world—rice and
indigo. Without the labor of thousands of people, they
couid not grow enough of these crops to get rich.
Enslaved Africans provided that labor. So we might
conciude that Africans, although not by their own
choice, helped make colonial South Carolina an
economic success. Africans also had a great impact
on day-to-day life in the colony. To put it another way,
Africans helped create its culture.

Today, when we think of products that are
important in our state, we do not think of rice. Very
little rice is grown here now. However, in the 1700s
rice was the most important crop in South Carolina.
The swampy areas near the coast were one of the

world’s best rice-growing regions. The colony grew
huge amounts of rice. Estimates vary, but from the
1700s to the 1860s the region produced around 70
million pounds each year. in 1860 aione, the colony
harvested 119 million pounds. How much is 119 miilion
pounds of rice? One pound of rice produces about
ten cups of cooked rice. if you calculate the voiume
of a cup and do a bit of multiptication, you can compute
the volume in cubic feet of cooked rice. If you stacked
these one feot cubes of cooked rice up in the air, it
would create a stack 1,935 miles high. [ you covered
the surface of a foothali field, it would be over 210 feet
deep inrice. That is like a 21 story building the size of
a football field. Thatis a lot of rice!

Africans knew how to cook rice, and they liked
it. At first the English settiers had litite use for rice
themselves. They saw its vaiue as a product to sell to
others. |n far away ports “Carolina gold™ rice became
famous and brought a good price. In a sense it was
gold, because it made the white planters rich. When
you see one of the old mansions in the Low Country,
or in CharlestonzGeorgetown, or Beaufori, you are
probably seeing the resuits of the great profits they
made. Cotion would later become “king” in the state,
but rice remained economically important untt about
1900. Rice began its decline with the Civil War. The
war removed the cheap, yet skilled, labor that grew
rice for the white planters. After the war, workers
demanded cash payments. Planters could not afford
to repair ail the damage that was done to the rice fields
during the war. Hurricanes tater did further damage
to the fields.

The enslaved Africans contributed more than their
hard work. Rice was a common crop in westem
Africa. Many enslaved Africans brought with them the
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secreis of growing rice as it was done in their
homeland. First, they cleared the forests. They cut
down irees. They burned or removed logs and
stumps. Next, they broke the soil with a hoe, sowed
the seeds, and pulled up any weeds that threatened
to choke the tender rice shoots. When the rice was
ripe, they cut the stalks with a sickle. They bundled
the stalks together and then removed the rice in one
of two ways. One way was to beat the bundies against
a board so that the rice fell off. The other way was 1o
lay the stalks on the ground and beat them with a
“flaii.” A flail was a pole with a short piece of rope on
the end. Attached to the other end of the rope was a
short piece of heavy wood. Swinging the pole allowed
the worker to beat the rice out of the stalks with the
short piece of wood.

The job was not yet done. Husks still encased
the rice grains. Workers removed the husks with a
moriar and pestle. They make the mortar by hollowing
out a log on one end. Sitting the hollowed-out log on
the other end, they placed the rice inside, Then the
worker would use a stick with a rounded end to smash
the husks off the rice grains, This process also
polished the grains.

Finally, the smashed husks had to be removed
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Methods of threshing rice were
brought from Africa. Reproduced
from Constance B. Schulz, Ed.,
The History of 5.C. Slide
Collection, siide  D-43
(Sundlapper Publishing
Company, 1989). Courtesy of the
Charleston Museum, Charleston,
S.C.

from the grains. They placed the contents from the
mortar in a large flat basket, called a "fanner” basket.
The worker would then gently toss the mixture of rice
grains and smashed husks in the air. The breeze
would blow the lighter smashed husks away from the
basket and the heavier grains would fali back down
into the basketl. In effect, this fanned the husks away.
What was left after aill this work was the final product,
Carolina goid.

Not only were the skills African, the working style
was aiso African. The workers labored in unison,
usually singing o keep the pace of the work together.
White landowners soon learned the value of an African
who knew these things. Advertisements for enslaved
Akricans often stressed that they were from the rice
growing region of Africa.

Another reason why Africans were important in
the growing of rice was that they were less vuinerable
to the deadly diseases carried by mosquitoes that
bred in the low-lying rice fields. Without resistance to
malaria and yellow fever, Africans could not have
survived at alt in the rice fields. Economic prosperity
for the white Carolina rice planters would have been
impossible. No one understood why at that time, but
white workers grew sick and often died working in




the rice fields. Africans generally did not. The reason,
we now know, was that malaria and yellow fever were
common in the tropical regions of Africa. People living
there had become partly immune to the effects of these
diseases.

Equally important, white planters had no source
of labor they could pay to do this hot and hard work.
English settlers did not want 1o 1oil in rice fields for
someone else. They wanted their own farms. So once
planters learned that Africans had more tolerance of
the heat than did the Europeans, the planters began
to see enslavement as the answer. Now they could
getrich selling rice without having to suffer or perhaps
even die in the process. The suffering was forced on
the enslaved Africans. The owners of the best rice
plantations were among the richest men in the English
colonies.

It seems clear that although there could have
been & South Carolina without the contributions of the
enslaved Africans, it would not have been the South
Carolina that our history books show us. This is also
true in other ways.

(Abaove} Dykes like this one,
which has been restored near
Georgetown, were used 1o
conwrol the flow af water into the
rice fields. Photo by Aimee
Smith. (Left) Enslaved Africans
use mortar and pestle method io
remave husks from grains of vice.
Reproduced from Constange 8.
Schuliz, Ed., The History of 5.C.
Shide Collection, slide D-46
(Sandiapper Publishing
Company, 1989} Courtesy of
Georgetown County Library.,
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Gullah

You are no doubt aware that Americans often think
those from the South “takk funny” Because of the
way Southerners speak, sometimes people who are
not from the South think that Southerners are “siow”
or not very clever, Of course they are wrong. They
are also wrong in thinking that we all sound alike. All
southern speech is not the same. Within South
Carolina there are differences in speech. Forexample,
people from Charleston can be hard to understand if
you are from the western part of the state, called the
“up country.” Black and white Carolinians sometimes
speak a liftle differently from each other. However,
blacks and whites share even more in their speech
than they differ. *"Sandlappers,” as people from South
Carolina are sometimes called, of both races use
certain words and pronunciations that set them apart
from others who claimto speak English. Why is this
s0?

History affects the way we speak. Even though
our ancestors came from different countries and spoke
different languages, black and white Carolinians share
a lot of history. We have blended all our languages
into one, even though that one has different variations.
Most of us speak English, although it is not “the king's
English”

Here is what happened. The Africans who were
brought here were members of different societies from
different areas of Africa. Although their language often
had a common Bantu base, they spoke different
dialects that had developed over thousands of years.
They could not easily understand each other. We can
imagine the verbal chaos that must have filled the air
on Sullivan’s Istand, where most were put ashore on
Carolina soil for the first ime. English was known only
to the Africans who had spent some time on one of
the Caribbean Isiands. So most had a difficult time
trying to communicate with whites as well as with each
other.

In struggling to bridge this gap, Africans began
to borrow words from each other. They blended words
with the English they learned. The resulting language
was more than just the words. Africans also blended
voice tones, the rhythms of speaking, pronunciation,
and ways of expressing ideas. The result was what
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is called a “Creole” language. This particular Creole
language is called “Guiiah.” Although it is not as widely
spoken as in earlier years, Guillah can still be heard.
You are most likely to find it on the "sea islands” along
the coast south of Charieston.

- Although they may not realize it, many white
South Carolinians have aiso woven African influences
info their speech. Sometimes the words themselves
are African. One exampie is “tote,” which means
carry. Tote is sometimes used to refer to a sack or
container, a tote bag. Among the other common terms
that can be traced back to African origins are such
words as “ok,” “phone,” “yam,” “guy,” “honkie,” “fuzz,
“dig,”and*jam” Sometimes the words may be English,
but the way they are put together may be African.
“Sweet talk” is a common phrase meaning io flatter,
Another is “poor mouth,” which means to belitile or
put down,

Peopie often connect Gullah speech with stories
enslaved Africans used to tell. Perhaps you have
read some of the “Uncle Remus” stories. Brer Rabbit,
Brer Bear, and Brer Fox are among the best known
characters in our folklore. Children and adults of all
races love them. Generations of gified storytellers
gave us these tales. The stories are part of the Guilah
tradition. We will iook at these stories more closely in
the chapter on #iterature.

African-Americans from South Carolina are
rediscovering their own roots in language and culiure,
In 1988 the President of Sierra L.eone visited the Penn
Center on St. Helena Island. He told the people there
that his native language was aimost the same as the
Gullah that some of:them still spoke. He invited the
people to visit Sierra Leone and see and hear for
themselves. The next year they did. The people of
Sierra Leone welcomed them like fong lost relatives.
Of course, that is what they were, The peopie of Sierra
L.eone did not know what had happened fo those who
had been enslaved. Perhaps Europeans had taken
their ancestors to Europe, they thought. Perhaps all
of them had died, or the maybe the Europeans
fattened them up and ate them. {You can see this
wonderful and emotional story of homecoming on a
1990 S.C. Educational Television production called
“Family Across the Sea.”)




The First Cowboys

We have seen how important African skills and labor
were in growing rice. Now we will fook at some of the
many other areas where African skill and labor helped
build the state. As you will see, these skills went far
beyond South Carolina. Some of the skills Africans
brought helped create the nation, in fact, some of the
things that we think of as uniguely American may have
started in Africa. Let us begin with cowboys.

Europeans customarily raised small numbers of
cattieina reiativeiy confined area, a pasture. In Africa
however, amaong the Fulani societies, open grazing
was commaon. There were no fences. The Fulani were
skilled at raising cattle. When Fulani were ensiaved
and brought to America, they brought their experiise
with them. They introduced the practice of open
grazing to South Carolina. Open grazing was the
perfect approach for an area with a virtually unlimited
supply of land.

{Left} African-American
“cowboys” may have brought
the idea of open land grazing
and cattle drives from Afirica.
These cowboys in a photo
taken around 1900 found more
Jreedom in the American West
than they did in the South.
Courtesy of Willicm Loven Katz
Collection, care of Ethrac
Publications, 231 W. 13th St
N.Y, NY 10011, Library of
Congress.

(Below} A young African-
American child in a 19203
Richard Roberts photo had real
herogs to look up to in the
American West. Cowrtesy of
Roberts family.
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Settlers carried the practice of open grazing fo
the American West where it combined with Spanish
horseback traditions. Western cattle herders traveled
from north to south each year, migrating just as the
Fulani did. One scholar has even suggested that the
origin of the word “cowboy” comes from the cusiom
of having enslaved Africans raise cattie. The term
“cowboy” is comparable to the term “houseboy.” One
worked with cows. The other worked inside the house.

Jockeys

Some enslaved African-Americans worked as stable
hands. They had 1o feed and clean the livestock, care
for the carts, wagons, and harnesses, and clean the
siables on a reguiar basis. Others tended different
types of livestock, fike poultry, sheep, and cows. A
vard watchman was responsibie for ensuring the
safety of the rice and other crops stored on the
grounds,

Enslaved African-Americans frained horses on
the plantations. The first jockeys in South Carolina
were enslaved African-Americans. Their masters gave
them classical names like Cato or Pompey. Plantation
owners liked to hold competitions against one another.
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A Sketch of African-dmerican
Jockeys exercising their mounts.
Courtesy of William Loren Katz
colliection, care of Ethrac
Publications, 231 W 13th St.,
NY, NY 10011

Thus we find the roots of South Carolina’s horse-
racing tradition. After the Civil War, the horse industry
provided good jobs for African-Americans with these
skills, The custom of using African-American jockeys
continued into the early 1800s. Famous
African-American jockeys like Chaties Peter Green
began their careers in South Carolina. After the early
1900s when lots of money began to be made in racing
horses, racing became a virtually all white sport,

Skills and Crafis |
Many African-Americans were skilled craftsmen. The
earliest arrivais brought from Africa such skills as
woodworking, leatherworking, pottery, brickmaking,
and metalworking. These skills were invaluable 1o
the South. They were essentiai for economic growth.
Scholar Leonard Stavisky estimated that by the end
of the Civil War, 100,000 of the 120,000 artisans in
the South were African-American. That is, five of every
six people skilled in crafis were Alrican-Americans,
African-American artisans were responsibie for
much of the construction and building in the South.
Most of the magnificent houses constructed in the
South were built by enslaved African-Americans.,




These highiy skilled people crafted many of the iron
gates and baiconies in Charleston.

By the iate 1600s, there was an enormous
demand for labor of all kinds. Those ensiaved
African-Americans who lived on plantations learned
skitls that would help make the pilantations
self-sufficient. Many of these enslaved people were
shoemakers, gardeners, weavers, or blacksmiths.
They made the Kettles, bowls, and other implements
used on the plantations. Woodworking skills were
valuable in a country covered with woodlands.
Records in the early 1700s showed more than seven
types of woodworkers alone.

Enslaved carpenters built the homes of the
pianters and most of the other buitdings on the
plantations. Their work was highly prized. They earned
the respect of both whites and other enslaved Africans.
Renty Tucker was one such man. Tucker lived on a
plantation in the South Carolina low country in the
mid-1800s. He was a skilled carpenter who may have
been trained in England. One of his most famous
creations was a chapel, 8. Mary's Weehawka. First
he built a scale model, and then he began on the
foundation. He instalied stained glass windows and a
clock and chimes for the tower, which were bought in

England. Within a year and a haif, he compieted the
entire project. He also built a beautiful summer home
on Pawleys Island that was much fancier than those
of most other planters, Tucker was only one of the
many highiy skilled ensiaved carpenters.

Ensiaved African-Americans also were
responsibie for much of the transportation of the day.
They handled a variety of boats. Boats were a major
means of travel and shipping in the coastal areas.
Boats could range from rowboats to schooners, Some
African-Americans were frained as coachmen on
plantations. The head coachman was an important
person with a special status that commanded respect.

Food had to be prepared for workers as well as
for the plantation family. Most plantations had more
than one cook, sometimes several, To save time,
cooking the midday meal was often done close to the
work area. Often a separate cook prepared meals for
the children of the plantation. Of course, enslaved
African-Americans cooked for themselves as well as
for the whites. They made their own breakfasts at their
cabins before beginning the day’s work. They made
their own meals at the end of the day. The women, in
particular, had to work at this “double-cooking.”

House servants had a wide range of

Skilled African-Americans
built nearly all the beautiful
plantations and their buildings
across the South. This is the
main building at Drayion Hall
Plantation, near Charleston.
Reproduced from Constance
B. Shulz, Ed., The History of
S.C. Slide Collection, slide
J-20 (Sandlapper Publishing
Campany, 1989, Couritesy of
the S§.C. Dept. of Parks,
Recreation, and Tourism.
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responsibilities. They had to do the cooking, cleaning,
and childcare. Some served the owners as butlers,
valets, waiters, or waitresses. Qccasionally they
were given some responsibility over other house
servants if the master and mistress were away. People
regarded house servants as superior to fieid hands
because they were more highly trained. When soid,
hotse servants fetched a higher price. In some ways,
their lives were better than those of the field hands.
Generally their work was not as physically hard. Their
food, clothing, and housing were usually better.

However, household skills did not always bring
house servanis a better life. If masters or mistresses
were cruel, close daily contact could lead o abuse.
House servants ran away more often than did the
field hands. Perhaps this was because house
servanits had more chances. In general, men ran away
far more ofien than did women. Women could not travet
easily with their children and were usually unwilling to
leave them behind. Women also had fewer
opportunities to fravel off the plantation than did men,
As a result women were less familiar with the
countryside.

Women usually fearned typical “female”
occupations: cooking, sewing, weaving, washing, and
ironing. On the plantations women were responsibie
for making all the ciothing that people ware, Women
did the spinning, weaving, sewing, and dyeing of the
material. Midwives handled the births, or “birthings.”
Qlder women cared for the children and for the sick.
A mother often had o go back to work in the fields a
short time after giving birth to a child. Without the heip
of these older women, a baby wouid have to be carried
along or left alone.

Women worked just as hard as men. Many
women had fo plow and hoe in the fields, cut down
trees, pick cotten, and build roads. Women frequently
worked in groups with other women, whether they
were laboring in the fields or sewing and faundering
clothes. Working together, they were able {o cooperate
and help one another. Women often had to work a
double shift, as do many employed women today. After
a hard day’'s work, they still had t6 come home to sew
and weave. The few "store” clothes that were avaiiable
were for the whites and for the unmarried enslaved
males. Women had to make their own clothes and
those for their hushands and children. Child care also
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tied down women in the evenings.

Enslaved African-Americans could not ook
forward to an early retirement. They generally had to
work into their 80s, although owners gave them easier
work as they aged. Some of the older men became
gardeners or lcoked after the animals on plantations.
At about seventy an enslaved African-American could
expect o retire, although some continued to work a
reduced load.

On the plantations, children were expected to
work from an early age on. Children herded animals,
fetched and carried, and did many cther small jobs.
Chiidren about your age entering their feens ook on
aduit responsibilities.

Enslaved African-Americans worked in many of
the early manufacturing plants. in the Saluda area,
they worked in one of the early textile mills, deing
spinning and weaving. Many of the early mills also
needed mechanics,and enslaved African-Americans
often did the repair work.

In the cities African-Americans learned a wider
variety of skills. Most of the artisans in Charleston
were African-Americans. For all intents and purposes,
these people built the city and were responsible for
the flow of commerce. Masters often hired them out
for exira income. Many businesses had busy and
slack times during the vear. For example, cotton
warehouses had the most work when the crop came
in. Because these seasonat businesses did not need
a large number of workers year-round, hiring out
became guite common in the cities. A researcher
examining old records found ads from the 1700s
showing enslaved African-Americans hired out in
several occupatigns, such as bricklayers and
carpenters. A carpenter named Dick, for example, was
hired out in Charleston for three months at eighteen
pounds per month. in today’s money, that would be a
great deal, hundreds of dellars. Dick was a very
vaiuable worker.

African-Americans were often apprenticed out
at a young age to learn a trade. Some learned skills
from masters who were in a particulay fine of business.
In Charleston, which was a seaport, many enslaved
African-Americans learned the various trades
associated with ships and boating. Some became ship
carpenters. Others worked as caulkers, whe made
sure that beats did net leak by filling in the seams of




the wood huils. Many even became sailors or boat
pilots, who guided boats through narrow channels in
bays and rivers.

In the cities the owners of skilied enslaved

African-Americans sometimes allowed them to hire
themselves out and keep a portion of their earnings.
From the early 1700s on, some whites opposed this
practice. The state legislature passed a law making
hiring out Hlegal in 1845. Nevertheless, it continued
because it benefited all the parties: the master, the
enslaved African-American, and the person who hired
the labor. Hiring out was most comimon in the high
demand occupations, such as carpenters,

Some African-Americans worked in occupations
which put them in competition with white workers,
White workers felt that they were losing the chance
to earn a living. Some masters had even bought
shops for their enslaved African-American workers.
Masiers required workers to pay them only part of
what they earned. in 1742, a group of white ship’s
carpenters asked the legislature to take some kind of
action against their enslaved competitors. in 17586,
the legislature passed a law that imposed a fine of
five pounds a day on any enslaved African-American
working by himself. The law did not work very well.

During enslavement, African-
Americans were hired out in o
variety of jobs on the eoast and
elsewhere. Many continued to
work at this kind of labor well
after the Civil War, This 1939
photo shows cannery workers
arriving at work on St. Helena
Island. Library of Congress
LC-USF33 3043001

Enslaved labor could stili stay in business if the master
hired one white for every two African-Americans he
used.

in the early 1800s, some whites cailed for a fax
on free black workers as well. The difficulties faced
by white working people in getting good jobs led some
welil-known white Southerners to argue that
enslavement should be abolished. They felt this would
create more skilled jobs for whites. Some employers,
such as William Gregg in Granitevilie, opened factories
which would empioy only white workers. As more
white immigranis came o America, free blacks faced
gven more difficulties. Some left the country altogether
to go to Africa. White artisans even gave money 10
the colonization societies which helped African-
Americans leave,

Records show that in the years before the Civil
War, 1,000 different occupations empioyed
African-American ariisans and crafispersons. We
have not mentioned other crafts, like wheelwrights,
who made wheels for wagons and carriages, or
coopers, who made the barrels in which nearly
everything was shipped in those days. As you can
see, the role of African-Americans in buiiding South
Carolina and the United States was enormous.
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The Value of Enslaved Labor

Highly skilted ensiaved African-Americans were worth
a great deal of money. According to newspaper ads
of the time, a skilled worker soid for twice as much as
someone with no skills. Tragically, sales often
separated these artisans from their families. Owners
sometimes sold them because of debts, retirement,
death, or a change in residence, If a large number of
enslaved people were 1o be sold, generally a
newspaper ad wouid simply state how many and what
ages. The assumption was that they would be already
trained. intime, the trade of enslaved people became
a less respectabie occupation, Traders began to call
themselves commission agents, brokers, or
auctioneers,

Estimating the prices for which these enslaved
African-Americans were sold in today’s doliars is
difficult. We can see what some of the relative sale
prices were for people with different skills, Some were
sold privately, and some were sold at auctions, A
Charleston shoemaker's value was listed at $350 in
1806, Sales prices in a Charleston newspaperin 1811
included the following: a cook for $420, a tailor for
$350, a fisherman for $500, a young field hand for
%450, and an elderly coachman for $250. Prices rose
after the War of 1812, with skilled workers going for
an average of $400 to $650. Artisans, such as
carpenters, millers, and tailors, were sold for about
$800 to $900. By the 1840s, skilled workers were
selling for even more. The prices for carpenters were
higher than most other occupations, Prices listed dur-
ing this period range from about $700 to $1,000. A
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bricklayer sold for about $800,

There is a story of a blacksmith who was bought
by friends to keep him from being soid away from his
family. He worked off the cost of his freedom. The
price he and his friends had to pay was high for that
time. It came to $1,630. His friends must have loved
him very much. He must have loved his family very
much.

After 1850, with expansion into western fands,
demand for enslaved Africans rose. Prices went up.
One carpenter was sold for $1,750, a very high price.
A newspaper ad in the 1850s offered a young woman
who couid cook, sew, wash, and iron, for $1,000. The
price included her infant child. By 1860 prices climbed
even higher. Few artisans could be bought for iess
than $1,200. Masters claimed a similar price as com-
pensation for enslaved Africans who died or were in-
jured serving in the Civil War or who escaped to the
Union side. People who were healthy, had good mor-
als, and were hard workers were highly valued,

Material and Cultural Heritage

Whether we think about the importance of work, the
dollar vaiue of work, the skilis, or just the vast amount
of iabor needed, Africans were vital in the building of
South Carolina. Not only did they bring skills and pro-
vide most of the labor, they brought with them a cul-
ture of work. That culture had a great impact on the
culture of South Carolina and the culture of the na-
tion, African styles of work influenced American styles
of work, |n fater chapiers we will look at other kinds of
culiural contributions,
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in this chapter we will iook at how Africans reacted to
enslavement. At this point, however, we must start
talking exclusively about African-Americans rather
than Africans. The trade of enslaved Africans contin-
ued well into the 1800s, even affer it was illegal, but
most of those who were enslaved were born in
America. So most were then American by birth as
well as African by ethnic background.

From the early 1700s until around 1780,
African-Americans made up a majority of the state’s
population. However, between about 1790 and 1820
whites held a slight majority. By 1820 whites were
once again a minority because of an invention. Eli
Whitney invented the cotton gin in 1793. The ¢in al-
lowed seeds to be easily removed from the green
seed type of cotton that grew inland. This made cot-
ton profitabie there, so cotton growing moved inland.
Growers used more and more Africarn-Americans to
work the new inland fields and run the plantations.
Numbers increased. African-Americans were a ma-
jority of the state’s popuiation from 1820 until 1930,
By the Civil War, about 400,000 African-Americans
were enslaved in the stale. They were almost 60 per-
cent of the state’s population. However, most whites
were not owners of those who were enslaved. Out of
roughly 300,000 white residents, about 37,000, ora
little more than one in ten, were owners.

Conditions

Before we look at resistance, we must know some-
thing about what it was like o be enslaved. It was
not the same everywhere. Those who were enslaved
in South America, in the Caribbean Islands, and in
North America faced different situations. Ensiaved
people grew different crops in each of these areas.
Each area had different laws. Even within the Ameri-

can South many differences existed. Enslavement
in South Carolina was somewhat different from Vir-
ginia. Even within our state, conditions varied from
planiation to plantation. There were aiso differences
between life on the plantations and life in urban areas
like Charleston. In a very real sense, each enslaved
person’s situation was unigue,

in spite of these differences, all ensiaved
African-Americans shared a common situation. Le-
gally, they were property. They belonged o the owner,
or “master” or “mistress,” to use the terms of the day.
Those who were enslaved had no civil rights, except
the right not to be killed without good reason. Even
this was no guarantee. A master or any white person
who killed an enslaved person couid tell the court that
he was only protecting himself. The law was always
on the other side if you were enslaved. Your family
could be separated anytime your owner chose to self
any of you. Even marriages were not legally binding.
1f you got “out of line,” you could be whipped with a
lash. “Out of line” included almost anything. “impu-
dence” or “insolence” were typical offenses. This
meant that you djd not show proper respect. That couid
be something as simpie as saying the wrong word or
giving the wrong look at the wrong time. In other words,
you were always in danger of physical punishment.
Sometimes enslaved African-Americans were even
made to punish each other.

Owners sometimes put some African-Americans
in charge of other African-Americans. More often
lower class whites worked as supervisors. They were
ali called “drivers” or “overseers” because they saw
over the work that was o be done. These overseers
aiso had the power fo punish those under them.

In addition, as enslaved people resisted the mas-
ters’ efforis to control them, the legislature passed
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more restrictive laws. The laws gave the masters
more control. This made life even more difficult.

Even under the best of conditions, the lives of
those who were enslaved were hard, Enslaved peopie
had little control over what they did each day. Be-
cause the purpose of plantations was 1o make money,
aven “kind” masters would try 10 get as much work
as possible out of those they ensiaved.

Enduring Enslavement

When you think alout this, you might wonder why all
enslaved African-Americans did not revolt. Masters
liked to think that those they enslaved were and con-
tent. Masters liked 10 think that only a few enslaved
people were really unhappy. You will even hear some
people say this kind of thing today.

The evidence shows that this was not true. No
human readily accepts being deprived of freedom, As
Americans we believe that “liberty” is an inalienable
human right. Even if the person who “owng” another
human tries to be kind, the human spirit demands free-
dom. No one wants {0 live in a cage, no matter how
"nice” it is. As you will see, although you may hear
stories about kind and genile masters and mistresses,
many were extremely cruel. Those who lived under
their harsh rule had much to endure. They endured
both physical and mental pain.

in a sense we could argue that this endurance
was one kind of contribution. Most enslaved
African-Americans did not rebel openly. By enduring
and doing the hard work every day of their lives, they
contributed to the weaith of the state. Of course, they
also created the wealth of the white masters and mis-
tresses. The price of that weaith was ever so high.

Resisting Enslavement

This does not mean that those who endured were
always “docile,” or timid. Certainly the masters had
most of the power on their side. They had “slave
patrols,” militia troops, weapons, laws, and courts.
But those who were enslaved, like "Brer Rabbit,” had
ways of improving their chances a little. Infactlife on
the plantation always involved a kind of “cat and
mouse” game, Masters were searching for the best
way to get what they wanted. Enslaved African-Ameri-
cans often tested the limits of their master's control.
Enslaved people found ways to resist the master's
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will. In this way enslaved people showed their hu-
manity, the desire of the human spirit to be free. They
were unwilling to let the masters define who they were,
This kind of resistance is another kind of contri-
bution. it heiped set the stage for eventual legal free-
dom. Hesistance showed that ensiavement was nei-
ther natural nor desirable. If those enslaved had com-
piied totally with their masters’ rules, the job of the
antistavery movement would have been much harder.
Emancipation might have come much later.

Different Forms of Resistance

How did enslaved African-Americans resist masters’
efforts to control them? There were many ways, rang-
ing from smail, quiet gestures to large, compiicated,
and terrifying revolis,

First, African-Americans did things that reminded
them of Africa. By holding on to their African customs,
they were saying several things {0 themselves and
perhaps to their masters. “We may be enslaved, but
we are not just slaves. We have some control over
our lives. Qur rools are worth preserving.” One ex-
ampie of this was the use of drums. Drums were an
imporiant part of African life. They were used in many
ways, ranging from the funeral ceremony to the joy-
ous dancing that so amazed their white owners. En-
slaved Africans in early South Carolina made and beat
drums as they had done in Africa. The poweriul rhyth-
mic beating reminded them of "home.” However, it
did more. It caused many whites to worry. Were the
drums sending messages? Were the drums inspir-
ing the drummers with a sense of power? Whites
could not be sure. Afterthe uprising called the Stono
Rebellion, the colonial government banned the use of
drums by those who were enslaved. We will ook at
drums again in a later chapter.

We know from the records of masters and mis-
tresses in South Carolina that those they enslaved
often frustrated them. Masters complained that their
enslaved African-Americans were “lazy” or slow to
learn. They complained about broken farm tools. They
complained of irresponsibility and forgotten instruc-
tions. tn short, those who were enslaved seemed to
be hindering the operation of the farm or plantation or
household in every way possible. Masters sometimes
wondered whether enslaved peopie really were this
way or were just “acting” Usually the masters de-




cided it was not acting. if masters admitted it was
acting, they would be saying that those they enslaved
were extremely intelligent. Admitting that would make
it harder to keep these people enslaved. In addition
nobody likes to admit they are being conned.

Some masters understood that those they en-
staved were skilled at resisting their will. If a person is
enslaved, why should she or he work hard or help
the master make money uniess she or he gained some
benefit? The smart thing was to do just enough to
stay out of real trouble. So the master might try to
reward “good” behaviors. The master might give the
enslaved person more time off. The enslaved persen
might get a “hand-me-down” item of clothing. She or
he then had to decide if more effort was worth the
reward. Since African-Americans were individuals,
some did work harder for these small rewards. Oth-
ers only pretended. in either case the relationship was
almost always filled with tension.

Other forms of resistance were more open and
aggressive. Taking things that belonged to the master
or other whites was one way of striking back. Mas-
ters complained of this so much that the state passed
a law in 1722 1o deal with the “robbing of hen-roosts”
and the theft of com and rice. No doubt hunger was
the main cause. What was stealing in the eyes of the
master was not stealing in the eyes of those who were
enslaved. From their point of view, they worked hard
for very little. Anything they could add to this was just
a way of easing the unfaimess of their situation.

In the early years, enslaved Africans were al-
towed t0 keep horses and other animals. The authori-
ties stopped this practice when they realized that
some enslaved people were taking horses and chang-
ing the brands so their owners could not identify them.
Ensiaved people sometimes sold or fraded horses
and other goods for profit. Seme even sold stolen
goods to whites so they would not have to risk being
caught with the goods.

African-Americans were also forbidden to have
boats or canoes. The authorities feared that access
to boats as well as horses might make it easier for
African-Americans to pian revolis. By traveling longer
distances than they couid on foot, they could meet
and plot with other enslaved peopie.

Running away was a way of “stealing” oneself.
“Fugitives,” “runaways,” or those who escaped from

their plantations were a serious problem for South
Carolina masters. As long as the enslaved person
was gone, the master was deprived of labor. The run-
away was aiso experiencing the sensation of being
free. One South Carolina master complained in his
diary about someone who had run away for the third
time. As a result the master had “lost” almost a years
worth of work. He added that losing work at this rate
was causing him to iose money.

As we have noted, most runaways were men. Butone
Paimetto state master had a fifty-year-old female who was
“on the run’ for over a year. One group of runaways builta
camp in the middle of some thick bushes and underbrush
deep in the woods, They used this hideaway as their base
camp as they took livestock and food from farms in the
area.

Runaways who stayed away for months or years
were rare. There were at least two reasons. First,
whites assumed that any African-American roaming
the countryside was a runaway. “Slave patrols,” as
they were called, were on the roads ail the time and
used dogs to track their guarry. Whites in these pa-
trois received rewards for catching runaways. Even-
tually hunger might force runaways to approach a
house or barn. If seen, they were sure 1o be pursued.
Second, life on the run was lonesome as weli as hard.
Separation from loved ones was hard to endure for-
ever. So most runaways came back on their own.
They then faced whatever punishment the master
chose to inflict.

Most runaways fled to the cities, hoping to avoid
notice. On the other hand, some fairly large groups of
fugitives, usually calted “Maroons,” fived in freedom
in the swamps apd mountains. Some remained free
for long periods. In 1861, authorities found one such
group near Marion in a swamp. They had apparently
been there for many months.

The most extreme form of resistance was open
violent rebellion. Rebettions were a part of the South
Carolina scene from the very beginning. Rebellion
dates back to the Spanish explorers who came o
what is now South Carolina in 1525, nearly a century
and a half before the English arrived.

Sometimes violence was self-directed. Some
of those facing enslavement preferred to kill them-
selves rather than lose freedom. By their deeds they
were saying “give me liberty or give me death” long
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Skeich of an enslaved African attempting 1o flee in the New World and being caught by white soldiers. Courtesy
of William Loven Katz collection, care of Ethrac Publications, 231 W 13th 5t N.Y., N.Y 100]].

before Patrick Henry was saying those words. Sui-
cide was relatively rare, but it did happen. Suicide was
most likely to happen early in enslavement. One such
case occurred in 1807 when two boatioads of Afi-
cans newly arrived in Charleston starved themselves
to death. One reason those enstaved were chained
to the decks of ships was to keep them from jumping
overboard. Many wouid rather drown than be en-
slaved.

Whites were especially afraid that enslaved Af-
ricans would poison them. Africans were often famil-
lar with the powers of certain plants, for good or ill. A
little experimenting could show them which American
plants had harmful effects. A cook had many chances
to poison the master or his family. South Carolina law
made this a capital crime. Conviction meant the death
sentence. Even teaching secrets of poisonous piants
was a crime.

Fire was another available and effective weapon.

P’
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Arson, the deliberate setting of a fire to destroy prop-
erty, was hard to prove. Whites feared it. Sometimes
enslaved people destroyed crops. They couid target
any property belonging to a master. This included
homes and other buildings in the city of Charleston.
Over the years Charleston suffered several major
fires. As long as enslaved people lived there, whites
suspected them to be the cause. Charlestonians con-
victed enslaved African-Americans, whether guilty or
not, of arson in several Charleston fires, The punish-
ment was either death or being deported. In 1754 for
example, a woman named Sacharisa was bumed at
the stake for setting fire 10 her owner’s house in
Chatleston. In the mid-1820s, a series of fires led io
a virtual panic in the city. Several enslaved
African-Americans wete convicted and executed for
setting them.

The most dramatic form of resistance and most
frightening to whites was mass rebeilion. You may




have read about two such events in South Carolina,
the Stono Rebellion of 1739 and the Denmark Vesey
revolt of 1822. These are the most famous. But there
were others. None of them were on the scale of Nat
Turner's rebelfion in Virginia in 1831, much less the
massive revolt on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola
in the 1790s. In fact, when we look at the long history
of enslavement in South Carolina, we may wonder at
how few revolts and attempted revolts there were.
There may well have been revoits about which
we have no record. But if only a few took place, it
would not be surprising. This is because the chances
of success were very stim. Those in rebellion might
gain the upper hand at first. In the long run, however,
the power and organization of the whites, with the
government on their side, were too great. Sowhen a
revolt was attempted, things became worse, not bet-

Sketch of an escaped African-American who is hiding in the
swamps and ready to defend himself from whites who would
recapture him, Courtesy of William Loren Katz collection,
care of Ethrac Publications, 231 W, ]13th St N.Y, NY 16011

ter. The best example of this is the most sertous re-
volt in the 1700s, the Stono Rebellion. When it was
over, the colony’s Assembly passed the Slave Code
of 1740. It tightened controls and put harsher penal-
ties in place. Let us take a closer look at this event,

The Stono Rebellion

A carefui study of the Stono Rebeilion of 1739 sug-
gests some answers to questions we might ask about
rebellions in general. For instance, why did revolts
happen when they did? Was 1739 a good time for
enslaved African-Americans in the state to think about
an uprising?

Those who were enslaved probably ofien thought
about revolt. Some never went beyond thought. They
must have made their plans over a long period. They
waited for the best time to act. We wili never know how
many such plans were made but not carried out
because those making the plans decided that “dis-
cretion was the better part of valor” They knew fail-
ure would cost them their lives. They knew it would
make things worse for those still living. Picking the
right time was imporiant,

The late 1730s seemed 1o be a “good” time,
Why? First, in the decade of the 1730s, some 20,000
Africans were brought into South Carolina. This
doubled their number in the state. The result was a
two to one ratio of blacks to whites. As we might ex-
pect, many whites were worried about this. They had
good reason. At this time one extra “contribution”
African-Americans were making to South Carolina
was to make whites very nervous.

Second, England and Spain were at war. This
meant that the English colony of South Carolina and
the Spanish colony of Florida were in a hostile mood
toward each other. From their base at St. Augustine,
the Spanish were planning ways to threaten their En-
glish neighbors to the north. One of these ways, which
the Spanish king had authorized, was to encourage
enslaved African-Americans in Carolina to escape io
Florida. In the months before the Stono Rebellion, sev-
eral small groups of African-Americans escaped and
headed toward Florida. They were obviously aware
of the Spanish invitation. Some made it to St. Augus-
tine. Some were caught and released. Atleast one
was executed.
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Finally, a new law was 1o go into effect on Sep-
tember 29, 1738. i required all white men to carry
firearms te church on Sundays. The Assembly had
taken this action because of the fear that enslaved
peopie might use their time off from work on the Sab-
bath to start a revolt. Those who were enslaved had
heard aboui this new law. They realized it would re-
duce future chances.

Early on Sunday morning, September 9, 1739,
about twenty enslaved men gathered near the Stono
River, about 20 miles from Charlesion. Many of them
were from the Angola region of Africa, which meant
that they probably spoke the same native language.
Their leader was named Jemmy. They took guns and
ammunition from a store nearby, killing the two store-
keepers, Then they headed south, urging others to
join them. As their numbers grew, they looted and
burned several houses. They killed some of the white
residents. As their confidence and enthusiasm grew,
some began to beat drums and chant about gaining
liberty. This drew more ensiaved people o join them
from nearby plantations. For the moment they were
no longer enslaved. They were rebels engaged in
revolution.

By coincidence, William Bull, the colony’s Lt.
Governor, was returning fo Charleston from Beaufort
that day. Around eleven o'clock he and his aides sud-
denly came upon the procession. By now the rebels
must have numbered between fifty and 100. They
charged the Lt. Governor’s party. Being mounted on
horses, Bull and his aildes escaped. If the rebels had
killed Bull, the rest of the story might have been very
different. Bull alerted whites in the area. Then he went
on to Charleston and raised a larger force. Meanwhile
the rebels stopped near the Jacksonboro ferry and
waited for others, hearing their drums, to join them.

Around four o'clock that afternoon an armed and
mounted troop of whites rode into the rebel camp.
Those rebeis who had guns fired and began reload-
ing. Unarmed rebels tried to escape. The whites dis-
mounted and fired a volley into the main group of
rebels, kiliing fourteen. Several more were surrounded
and captured. They were briefly questioned as to their
intentions. Some were able to convince the whites
that they had been forced to join the rebels. They were
released. The rest were shot.

More than twenty whites and about the same
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number of blacks died in the rebellion. At least thirty
rebels had escaped in a group and were still at large.
Some who had fled the battie were hiding out alone.
Still others were trying to get back to the plantation.
The group that remained at large posed a danger to
whites. So in the next several days, a massive man-
hunt was conducted. Even with all of the militia units
on duty, cornering the main body of rebels some thirty
miles farther south took a week. in the battie that fol-
lowed, most of the rebels fought to their deaths. How-
ever, some escaped. Whites in the area could not rest
easily for several more months. Rebels were still be-
ing captured the next spring. One remained at large
for three years.

The Siono Rebellion failed. What if it had suc-
ceeded? Had Bull not been on the road, it might have
been successiul. With more time, hundreds, even
thousands, of South Carolina African-Americans might
have rallied arouind this smait band of rebeis. What if
they had marched ali the way to St. Augustine? We
do not know what the Spanish authorities would have
done with them. With this many arriving all at once,
couid the Spanish have reenslaved them ail? This
might have been the beginning of a long iasting, even
permanent, African-American community in Florida.
White Carolinians might have rethought their notion
of building a colony with enslaved labor. Whites might
have turned instead to the slower, but safer, method
of luring other European immigrants to the colony.
There was one such pian, called the “township plan.”
It was rejected in favor of continuing to use enslaved
labor. Enslavement would probably have survived.
However, with much smaller numbers of enslaved
people, the idea of setting them free might not have
seemed so drastic. The Civil War, the bloodiest war
in the nation’s history, might not have been neces-
sary. in short, perhaps South Carolina history and
the nation’s history might have been very different.

Resistance in the Era of the

American Revolution

ldeas about justice and freedom inspired white Caro-
linians to rebel against their Englfish rulers. These
ideas could be just as inspiring to African-Americans.
What would happen if the enslaved people decided to
join the Revolution? What if African-Americans de-
cided to have a revolution of their own?




The British saw possible advantages in this situ-
ation. They tried to recruit enstaved African-Ameri-
cans to join them in puiting down the rebellion in
America. in exchange for the promise of freedom,
some enstaved South Carolinians fought on the Brit-
ish side during the American War for independence.,
We will discuss this more in the chapter on military
service later in the book. Other African-Americans saw
the rallies held by white Carolinians {o denounce the
Stamp Act and other British laws and tried to join in.
One group paraded through the streets of Charles-
ton. Enslaved blacks shouting about liberty shocked
whites! Atleast one African-American was executed
for such behavior. At that time, liberty was for whites
only. Another casually may have also resulted from
the unrest, but it is not certain. In 1769, an enslaved
woman was burned at the stake in Charleston for poi-
soning her master.

By the spring of 1775, fighting had begur in Mas-
sachusetts between British soldiers and colonial
rebels. This caused much excitement and taik among
whites in South Carolina. What would become the
War for Independence was beginning. It would soon
spread across the nation.

In the midst of this excitement a free
African-Amaerican named Thomas Jeremiah may have
carried his enthusiasm for freedom too far, It cost
him his life. “Jerry” as he was known, was a fisher-
man and a harbor pilot. He was perhaps the richest
member of his race in the colony. He was well known
in Charieston for his heroic service fighting fires. In
June of 1775, he was arrested for plotting rebetlion.
Although others who were accused of this crime con-
fessed, Jerry did not. He was convicted and hanged.
Some whites thought he was innocent. The court evi-
dently felt it could not take the chance of letting Jerry
go free. His skilt as a pilot could have been used to
help the British navigate into Charteston harbor and
attack the city. in fact, the British tried to do this one
year later. In June of 1776, a British invasion was
turned back by General Moulirie’s men. The cutcome
might have been different with the help of someone
who knew the waters in the area.

Resistance in the 1800s
African-Americans continued to resist enslavement
in the ways we have described until the Civit War

ended. Despite continued efforts, whites never soived
the problem of how fo gain fotal control. From time {o
time, whites faced that most drastic type of resis-
tance—rebellion. Two such times were July 1816 in
Camden and June 1822 in Charleston.

Evidence on the Camden revoli is scarce.
However, it is clear that several African-Americans
planned to faunch a violent attack on their masters
and other whites. According to a white woman who
had knowiedge of the plot and from the testimony of
those who were arrested, the rebels intended to take
thelr revenge without mercy. The plot was detected,
but for some time afterwards whites in the area were
uneasy.

Six years later, a much larger revolt nearly fook
place. For several months, a group in Charleston care-
fully taid an elaborate plan. A free African-American
named Denmark Vesey led them. The plan calied
for hundreds of enslaved peoptle to escape to the Car-
ibbean island of Santo Domingo. Africans there had
been free since the successful revolt in the 1790s.
This was the most ambitious and detailed revolt ever
attempted in South Carolina. Native Africans and
South Carolina-born African-Americans were in-
volved. Both plantation workers and city dwelers
were included. The total number was somewhere
around 9,000. The plotters collected weapons. The
date of the revolt was carefully chosen. it was to be
Sunday, July 14, when the moon would cast almost
no light. Vesey's skill in navigation, which he learned
when he belonged to a ship’s captain as a young man,
would make the escape possible.

We will never know whether the plan would have suc-
ceeded. Two houge servants who had been recruited by
Vesey's men toid their masters. Arrests and interrogations
followed. Whites were able 1o identify only 100 as sus-
pects, because Vesey refusedto reveal any names. Of these,
thirty-four, including Vesey, were hanged. More were soid
out of the state.

In the aftermath, fear led the government of
South Carolina to take several steps to prevent fu-
ture revolts. First, the authorities closed the church of
the Reverend Morris Brown, Several of the leaders of
the plot, including Denmark Vesey, were members of
the African Methodist Church. Whites assumed that
rebels used the church as a meeting place. The au-
thorities thought this was enough reason fo close i.
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The government ook other steps as well. These
inciuded generous rewards for the informants and
amendmenis to the state’s slave code. One new law
required all sailors of African descent whose ships
docked at Charleston harbor 0 be kept isolated from
the local African-American population. Whites hoped
this would keep ideas about revolution away from lo-
cal African-Americans. However, this shows how
whites misunderstood those they had enslaved. The
desire for freedom was in them aiready. Some, like
the informants, were either loyal to masters or oo
afraid to revolt. Most African-Americans considered
the odds against escape and rebellion and chose pa-
tience and hope over boldness. They were realists.
But there were always those who dreamed great
dreams and had the courage to act onthose dreams.

Sometimes it was just a matter of losing your
temper. One example of this took place in 1824, two
years after the Vesey plot. The African-Americans
enslaved on the Charles Pinckney plantation reached
the limit of their endurance with the white overseer,
Mr. Dawsey. When Dawsey insisted that they fence
in their hogs, they refused. When he had a fence
built, they burned it. Then Dawsey shot two of the
hogs. One man became 50 angry that he threatened
to send Dawsey “te heill” Dawsey ordered an
African-American overseer to restrain the angry man. The
overseer refused. When Dawsey shot the man, otherangry
people chased Dawsey. Dawsey was lucky to escape with hig
life.

In the mid-1820s, a different kind of revolt took
place in Charleston. Over several months arsonists
set a series of fires in various places in the city. In-
vestigators found flammable materials at some of the
fires. This was a sure sign of arson. Arrests were
made. Testimony led to several convictions and ex-
acutions. But the whites could not be sure they had
caught ail the arsonists.

Georgetown was the site of the next threatened
revolt. In 1829, a group of would-be rebels devised a
plan and set a date. One of those who had been re-
cruited betrayed the rebels. About twenty
African-Americans were arrested. Many more were
questioned. The investigation became so widespread
that the Attorney General, James Petigru, became
worried. He wrote to the Georgetown officials warn-
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ing them not to hang so0 many people that too few
workers would be left to harvest the rice crop, The
next year, the legisiature sent $5,000 to help pay the
cost of the investigation and the security measures,

There were other rumors about revoits, Over the
years many arrests were made. Whether these were
actual plots or just the imaginations of fearfui whites
is hard to tell. Gne such case occurred in Columbia in
1805. Of course, none of the plots succeeded. How-
ever, when we consider fhiem all, we can see it is a
mistake 1o think that African-Americans willingly ac-
cepied enslavement.

Escape to the North

if you couid not rebel and were unwilling to endure
the injustice of a life of ensiavement, you might try to
escape. While most runaways were caught, some
did make it to safer places. However, even if you
made it to a non-slave state in the North, you were
not totally safe. Congress had passed a fugitive slave
law in 1850 to help Southern masters get their “prop-
erty” back. The law was passed in an efforf to com-
promise with white Southerners and keep the nation
together. Since 1793, masters had the right to cross
state lines to capture runaways. But many Northern
states passed “liberty laws” that made recapture im-
possibie. S0 Congress tried to help the white South
by promising national help in recapturing runaways.
it did not work. Many Northerners refused o enforce
the law. Some runaways made it to Canada, Many
changed their names and started new lives.

The Abolitionist Movement

Others who escaped joined in another form of resis-
tance. This was the “abolitionist” movement. An abo-
fitionist was a person who hated enslavement and
worked o destroy it. Whites in this movement wel-
comed blacks, especiaily if they had escaped en-
stavement. They could testify from personal expeti-
ence about the South's “peculiar institution,” as sla-
very was sometimes called.

One such South Carolinian was Robert Purvis.
Purvis was born in Charleston to an enslaved mother
and a white father. However, he was unusual because
his escape was easy. His father, who was wealthy,
provided for him genercusly. He even aitended




This political cartoon, entitled
“d Practical Hlustration of the
Fugitive Slave  shows how re-
fuctant Northerners were to en-
Jorce laws that would force them
{0 help return African-Americans
who fled the South in the 1850s.
Reproduced from Constance B.
Schuiz, Ed., The History of 8.C,
Slide Collection, slide B-6¢
(Sandlapper Publishing Com-
pany, 1989). Courtesy of the Li-
brary of Congress.
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Amherst College in Massachusetis. Purvis settled in
Phitadelphia, and became an active abolitionist. He
was the president of the first “vigilance committee,” a
group that raised money o help the “underground
railroad.” This was not a real railroad, of course. Nor
was it under the ground. Rather, it was a secret or-
ganization to help enslaved people escape 1o the
North. it tried fo protect them from being reenstaved
as a result of the Fugitive Slave Law. Purvis also
was onhe of the leading organizers of the Ametican
Anti-Slavery Society. Other South Carolina
African-Americans who escaped from enslavement
owed a debt to Robert Purvis and others like him who
helped pave the way.

Ways to Survive Daily Life

African-Americans who lived during nearly 200 years
of englavement (1670-1865) were faced with chal-
lenges that we can barely imagine. Most did not es-
cape. Their lives were physically much harder than
those of aimost anyone living today. Also, their minds
and souls were burdened. Many whites who tried to
control them did not treat them as human. Those who
sang “Nobody Knows the Trouble 've Seen” were
expressing their true feelings.

How did they survive? The short answer seems
to be that most of them foliowed a middle path be-
tween giving in and rebelling. That is, they did not do
everything the masters wanted. However, they did
not risk oo much by open rebellion. Each enslaved
person must have found his or her own way of bal-
ancing between these extremes. in this sense, they
were like most of us. They compromised belween
what they really wanted and what was possible. They
were practical. Even so, they needed support and
encouragement. They needed rehief from the burdens
of life. They found.support and relief in their families,
their religion, and in their songs and stories.

i we think of families in the traditional American
sense, we may think that enslaved African-Americans
hardly had families at all. Marriages among them were
not legal contracts, The master might hold a ceremony
when a man and woman on the plantation wanied to
marty. However, this did notlegallty unite them. Either
partner could be sold far away, breaking up the fam-
ily unit. The same was true for children. Africans were
not usually accustomed to the European or Christian
idea of monogamy (one husband-one wife). Many
masters were more interested in how many babigs
were produced than in who the fathers were. Finally,
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the hard work kept both parents very busy. it feft them
s0 tired that sometimes they could not give their chil-
dren much attention. Could strong families exist un-
der such conditions?

Amazingly, the answer was often, though not al-
ways, yes. We can see this in the newspaper adver-
tisements taken out by owners of runaways. Many
of these ads told the reader that the runaway was
thought to be headed o where his kin were living. in
other words, the sale of one or two members had spiit
the family. One member had escaped to try and put
the family back together. Such strong family ties were
not limited to parents and chiidren. The fies included
other relatives, like grandparents, aunts, and uncles.
Ties even included non-kin who lived nearby. We call
this an “extended family” This tradition has survived.
We will see it in the rest of the book. African-Ameri-
cans {and others) stili have extended families who
help share the duties and the joys of family life.

There are many benefits from this kind of family.
Thinking about resistance to enslavement, one im-
portant benefit is that the grandparents and other older
folks can teach the young ones about who they are.
Eiders can pass on the family stories and fraditions,
and keep the ties between the present and the past
alive. This was very important for African-Americans.
They were living in a worid that had no respect for
them or their way of fife. 1f they did not preserve their
ways, who wouid?

Within the family, chiidren learned the secrets
of getting along In a worid in which they had no legal
power. The family showed them that even though most
whites showed disraspect, family members were pre-
clous to and worthy of respect from each other. The
family taught them how o “put on the mask.” This
meant pretending to be someone different when they
were with white people. Family taught them that this
was not who they really were. Families took care of
children's emotional and physical needs. Mothers grew
vegetabies in small gardens. Fathers hunted and fished
to add 1o the littie food that masters provided. Private
time in the cabin with the family afiowed a kind of es-
cape from the hated roles of “slaves.” Anything that
could show family pride was important 1o them. For
example, choosing a name for a new baby was a way
of saying “we are a family” Some masters chose
. names for the black children as weil as their own white
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children on their plantations. Masters did this {o show
just how much controf they had. Enslaved families
stubborniy resisted. They had their own secret names
they used with each other.

Family was not the only source of support. Reii-
gion, music, and stories heiped enstaved people sur-
vive from day to day. Each of these offered a kind of
mental escape. We will look more closely at religion,
music, and li#erature later in the book. For now, let us
end this chapter with a story that African-American
families frequently told as they gathered together af-
ter a fong day of hard labor. After you read it, you may
want to think about why this was such a favorite story.

When All Africans Could Fly

This story was remembered by a man on John’s
Island in the 1940s. It had been passed down for
generations. The story hegan with the notion that
long ago in Africa the people couid fly. After being
enstaved and brought to America, they had
forgotten how. On one of the plantations where
they were taken, the overseers were very cruel.
The people had to work 50 long and hard that
many died. New enslaved Africans were brought
from Africa. Among them was an old man. One
day he shouted something the white overseers
could not understand. His words heiped the
peopie remember the power they once had.
Upon hearing the words everyone got up. The
old man raised his hands. The people all jumped
in the air. However, they did not fait back down.
Rather, thay soared into the air. They soared
higher and higher, unti the whites couid not see
them anymore,

[There are a number of longer versions of this story. One of
the best of these Is an updated and aftractively illustrated
version entitled “The People Could Fly,” told by Virginia
Hamiiton in The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985). Others include "All God's
Chillen Had Wings,” told by Langston Hughes and A. Arng
Bontemps in The Book of Nagro Folkiore {New York: Dodd,
Mead and Co., 1958}, “People Who Could Fly," told by Julius
l.ester in Black Folktales (New York: Grove Weldenfeld, 1969)
and “Flying People” in American Negro Foikiore by J. Ma-
son Brewer (New Yori: Quadrangle/New York Times Book
Co., 1968}
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African-Americans who were not ensiaved were called
“free persons of color” Who they were not more
readily defined them than who they were. Obviously,
they were not white and not ensiaved, but they were
not truly free. Nor were they really citizens. On the
other hand, they were not aliens either. They were
people in imbo. They lived in a kind of no man’s fand
between the two main groups in South Carolina,
whites and enstaved African-Americans. £Economi-
cally, the free persons of color were not all poor. Some
were wealthy. A few were even “masters” themselves,
who held legal title to enslaved African-Americans.
Socially, fitting into any part of the society in which
they fived was hard for them. Some of them identi-
fied with their African-American neighbors, Others
thought of themselves as being more like whites.
Finally, unlike other "free” Americans, their opportu-
nities were reduced, rather than increased, as time
passed. Shortly before the Civil War, the South Caro-
lina legislature seriously considered enslaving them,
Yet they, like their enslaved brothers and sisters, en-
dured and survived, This chapter tells their story and
their contributions.

How They Became Free

The Federal Census of 1790 was the first official count-
ing of the American popuiation. it listed the popuia-
tion of South Caroiina as iust under 250,000.
African-Americans accounted for about 109,000, Of
this number, 1,801 were listed as “free persons of
color” That is only one in every sixty African-Ameri-
cans in the state. So we are talking about a very
small part of the population. Over haif of this smail
group lived in the Charleston area. But their number
was growing. We can tell this from eariier coloniaj
tax records. The number of free persons of color had
about doubled in the past twenty years.

These figures tell us two things. First, most
African-Americans who were free had once been en-
slaved. Somehow they had gained freedom on their
own, or their owners had set them free. Second, the
war {0 free America from the British had enabied some
to gain freedom. We will talk about the impact of the
Revolutionary War in a later chapter.

But what about those that were free before the
Revolution? In the early 1700s, it was not unusuali for
a master to free his human property in his will. That
is, after his death, as his property was divided among
his family, some or ail of those he had enslaved would
be set free. Sometimes the owner provided for those
he had enslaved. in 1797, John Oxendine’s will stated
that young Bill was to be apprenticed out to learn a
trade and freed at age iwenty-five. Hannibal
Dearington was set free in his owner’s will. He also
inherited part of the plantation. Another
African-American, freed in 1783, was able o save
enough from his inheritance o buy and free a woman
and child.

At that time people did not oppose the mixing of
whites and blacks as much as they did later. There
were even somesinterracial marriages. Mulatte chil-
dren—those with one white and one black parent—
were the most likely to be set free. By 1850, nearly
half of the free African-Americans in South Carolina
were of mixed blood. Many of the leading families in
Charleston had a mixed heritage. The Noisettes, a
wealthy family, were of mixed French and African
ancestry. Francis .. Cardozo, a poiitician in the
post-Civil War period whom you will meet later, had
an African and Jewish heritage. Richmond Kinioch, a
rich millwright, had ancestors from Scotiand as well
as from Africa. Two rich real-estate speculators, the
Dereef brothers, claimed a Native American woman
as an ancestor.
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A few African-Americans came to South Caro-
lina during the Colonial period as indentured servanis
rather than as enslaved. indenturing servants was a
common practice among whites. it required individu-
als to work for a certain number of years to pay for
the cost of their transportation and living expenses,
At the end of a set period of time, they were free. A
number of the free Africans settled in the coastal ar-
eas of South Carolina. In the post-colonial period,
some free African-Americans indentured themselves
for a period of time in order to buy the freadom of
their famities. In Edgefield County records show that
Frank, who was free, was indentured for sixteen
years. He was probably buying the freedom of his
wife and chiidren. Love was certainly not free. it re-
quired hard work and long years of endurance. An-
other man indentured himself for seven years to earn
freedom for his wife. Sadly, she died one month after
she obtained her freedom.

A very few Alrican-Americans became free be-
cause they had done something that deserved a spe-
cial reward. Saving a master’s life or protecting his
children from harm might earn such a reward. One
had to be fucky to have that opportunity. One also
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Mann-Simons cottage. Celia Mann
baught her freedom from enslavement
in Charlesfon and walked all the way
to Columbia. There she worked as a
midwife and bought this house, which
still stands ai 1403 Richland St. and
serves as @ museum. Reportedly,
when General Sherman's army took
Columbia near the end of the Civil
War, Ms. Mann allowed her wealthy
white neighbors to hide in her base-
ment, Photo by dimee Smith.

had to be fucky to survive the risks that it might in-
volve,

A few of those who were enslaved were permit-
ted to earn their freedom. Some masters allowed their
enslaved African-Americans to earn money by sell-
ing things they had made. Others were allowed to hire
themseives out during their free time. Because there
was not much free time, this ook many years. If
enough money could be saved, the enslaved person
could even buy his or her own freedom. Then, if the
ax-master was williﬁ@, the newly freed person could
save more money and buy freedom for his wife and
children. There was no guarantee. The master couid
change his mind or raise the price.

Occasionally, the state purchased the freedom
of an enslaved person who had performed an act of
public service. A man named “Ariel” risked his life to
put ouf a fire that wouid have destroyed St. Philip’s
Church in Charleston. He received his freedom and
a cash payment from the legislature. Two men who
testified in court in the Denmark Vesey Revolt trial
were rewarded with their freedom and a cash gift.
One became wealthy enough to purchase two houses
and four lots.




Some free Africans were immigrants who came
o0 the United States for the same reasons that immi-
grants have always come. As the resuit of a revolu-
tion in San Dominigue, a number of whites and blacks
arrived in the United States. After the revolution there,
making a living was difficult and many people feared
for their safety. So many free Africans arrived that
white authorities became alarmed. They feared that
s0 many free persons of color might lead enslaved
persons of color to think they shouid be free as well.
in 1794, the state legisiature passed a law forbidding
the entry of free Africans from the West Indies.

Tom Molyneux: Boxing to Freedom

We often talk about "fighting” for freedom. Here is a
case of a man who boxed his way to freedom—and
to fame! Many early African-Americans, both free and
enslaved, were boxers. For sport and entertainment,
masters heid matches between boxers from different
plantations. Sometimes masters bet a great deai of
money on who would win. One ensiaved boxer, Tom
Molyneux, was freed by his Georgetown owners af-
ter he won a match against a bully from a Virginia
plantation. Molyneux teff South Carolina and headed
for New York. There he was a great success. He won
all his matches.

Boxing was quite popular in England. So
Molyneux decided to #ry his fuck there. He won eight
straight fights against British boxers. All the losers
tried to hide their names because losing to a non-
white meant a loss of prestige. Molyneux’s next fight
was against the world heavyweight champion. it was
December of 1810. More than 20,000 peopie waiched
the maich for nearly an hour. Unfortunately, Molyneux
fell against the ring post and fractured his skuil. As a
result, he iost the maich. In 1811, the two men had a
remaich. Molyneux’s heaith had suffered from his
earlier accident, and he lost this match after only nine-
teen minutes. He never again experienced great suc-
cess in the ring, and he died in 1818. There was not
another major boxing maich between a black and a
white man until 1891, However, boxing did become a
very popuiar sport during the 1800s. Many other
African-Americans went on to achieve great success
in the sport.

Resirictions on Freedom

During the 1700s, free persons of color were left alone
to live as best they couid. Of course they had to en-
dure racial prejudice. During that period, the govern-
ment did not make their ives more difficuit. The gov-
ernment even gave granis of land in the up couniry
io a few free persons of color. For example, a free
African-American named Matthew Chavous received
300 acres in 1752.

By the 1800s, life became more difficult for
African-Americans in South Carolina. The state first
stepped in to control the freeing of African-Americans
in 1800. From then on a court would have to approve
all acts of “manumission,” the legal term for granting
freedom. There was actually a good reason for this
at the time. A number of masiers used manumission
to rid themselves of old, sick, or even dangerous per-
sons. Once freed, masters had no further legal re-
sponsibility. This allowed masters to benefit from the
enslaved persons’ labor as long as they were strong
and useful.

Although the original intentions of the law may
have been good, the state soon took total control.
South Carolina made freeing anyone difficult no mat-
ter what the reason. in 1820, a new law added re-
strictions. An owner who wished 1o free someone ei-
ther had to send him out of the state or have him live
under a “trustee.” A trustee was someone, often a
close friend, who owned the enslaved person and held
the enslaved person’s property in trust for him. While
the person was still technically ensiaved, he would
live as though free. Of course, there was always the
risk that the trusﬁge would violate the trust or die.

Laws restricied travel. Without special permis-
sion, African-Americans could not leave the state and
then return. Once out, they had to stay out. Nor would
the state allow free African-Americans, living outside
South Carolina, to enter the state. Of course, this
made it hard for them {o carry on business or see
relatives and friends. .

Whites thought there were good reasons for
these changes. As you learned in an earlier chapter,
rumors of revolts were common. Many free African-
Americans could read. Keeping track of what they
were reading was hard. Whites were afraid that free
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African-Americans were giving their enslaved neigh-
bors ideas about freedom. The more free Alfrican-
Americans iraveled and read, the more ideas they
might get and spread. Whites were afraid iree
African-Americans might even help plan revolis. The
fact that Denmark Vesey was a free man seemed {0
prove this point.

So, free African-Americans became less and less
free. They could own property but they could not vote,
They were not citizens but they did pay taxes. They
could testify in court but not against a white person. if
a white person claimed that an African-American be-
ionged to him, the law assumed the white was cor-
rect unless the African-American could prove him
wrong. If free African-Americans committed ceriain
crimes, they could be sold into enslavement by the
state, They were not really free. What freedom they
had was always in danger.

The law reguired all free African-Americans to
have white guardians. Guardians were in some ways
like masters. But guardians had no legal obligations
10 look after free African-Americans. The purpose was
to assure whites that African-Americans would pay
their debts and not cause trouble. Some business
people even insisted that ali contracis be in the guard-
ians’ names.

There was more. In 1792 the state passed a
law that required all free African-Americans between
ages 16 and 50 to pay a $2.00 "head tax” each year.
This might not sound like much foday, but it was a ot
of money then, it might be several weeks” wages, if
you earned wages at all. Some people traded their
fabor for food and a roof over their heads. They traded
for the things they needed and rarely saw any money.
They had a very hard time paying taxes. in addition
to this special tax, free African-Americans also had

Most free African-Americans were farmers and had to work very hard to buy and maintain their freedom. This sketch,
however, may have shown life somewhat later and was published in 1878. Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The
History of SAC. Shide Collection, slide D-37 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989). Harpers, Courtesy of S.C. Archives.




Farmer using an ox driven cart. Farmers used whatever kind of animals they could to get goods to the
market or bring the things they needed from the country store. Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz,
Ed., The History of 5.C. Slide Collection, sfide E-8 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1959). Cour-
tesy of the Darlington County Historical Commission.

to pay ali the taxes required of white citizens. Some-
times their earnings barely covered all the taxes.

if free African-Americans could not pay their
laxes, they could be sold into servitude for a period of
time to earn the money. if the tax collectors chose 1o
cheat, free African-Americans had no recourse. In one
case the tax collector and sheriff in Charleston stole
tax funds. Some of this money was the taxes paid by
some free African-Americans. Thirty-one free African-
Americans aimost were enslaved as a result. Fortu-
nately, the theft was discovered in time,

Authorities could impose special taxes on a
whim. After the Denmark Vesey Revolt in 1822,
Charieston created a municipal guard. The purpose
of the guard was to protect whites. Bui whites did not
pay for it. Taxes on free African-Americans paid for
the guard.

Ways of Making a Living

With restrictions like these, life was not easy for free
African-Americans. They had o work very hard just
{o rise above the living standards of those who were

enslaved. Most African-Americans lacked the skills
to do more than physical labor, which paid very littie.
Even so, the fact that free persons of color survived
at all in a state where whites enslaved fifty-nine of
every sixty blacks was important. They proved that
African-Americans could "make it” in America. If given
haif a chance, they could even make it in South Caro-
lina.

Many free African-Americans in pre-Civit War
South Carolina Were farmers. Most of these owned
small farms between ten and thirty acres. These small
farms did not produce enough to make a decent liv-
ing. Free African-American farmers often had to do
other work as well. They had a iot of competition.
They had to compete with enslaved African-Ameri-
cans who were hired out for labor. They also had o
compete with white workers who did not face as many
restrictions. Surviving was a real accomplishment.

Some free African-Americans went way beyond
mere survival. They found real prosperity, as difficult
as that was, Some contributed much more. Let us
ook at a few of these.
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Many of the midwives who had been using only traditionad folk medicine were also trained in western medical practices. This
is a 1 930s picture of « group of “granny midwives.” Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, £d., The History of 5.C. Slide
Collection, slide I-61 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989). Courtesy of Waring Historical Library, Medical University of
S.C., Charlesion.

Because education and training were so limited,
there were few professionals. For the few who did
achieve professional careers, education was the key.
Thomas Bonneau of Charleston operated a school
for free African-American children from 1803 to 1829.
William McKinley also operated a school in Charles-
ton. Two enslaved Africans taught classes at the
Charleston Negro School from 1743 to 1765. Free
African-Americans operated at least fifleen schoois
in Charleston during the period from 1800 to 1860.
These African-Americans performed heroic tasks.
The state provided no support. Without some gov-
ernment support, most schools for African-Americans
did not {ast very long.

Folk medicine was one field that was open to
African-Americans in early South Carolina. Those in
medicine did not have the kind of formai training that
physicians have today. There were very few formally
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educated doctors in South Carolina of either race un-
til the 1900s, especially in the rural areas. But many
peopie knew enough about the freatment of diseases
to make their living in this way. Among these were
the “root doctors” we talked about in the first chapter.
Midwives, whom weéwill taik about later in this chap-
ter, are anoiher such group. Many of these people
would seem much like modern day medics or
physician’s assistants.

in at least one case, a man earned his freedom
through medicine. Cesar was an enslaved
African-American who was freed by the state legisla-
ture in the mid-1700s. He had discovered a cure for
a rattlesnake hite. 1t must have worked, for in addi-
tion to his freedom, he was granted an annuatl pay-
ment by the legislature. The cure was published by
newspapers both inside and outside of South Caro-
lina during the iate 1700s.




Free African-Americans found opportunities in
other areas. Many became skilled artisans, such as
carpenters, tailors, hairdressers, bricklayers, and
butchers. In Charieston, three quarters of the free
African-Americans were artisans. Only fifteen per-
cent of the city’s overall work force was composed of
free African-Americans. However, twenty-five per-
cent of the city’s carpenters, forty percent of the city's
tailors, and seventy-five percent of the city’'s mill-
wrights were free African-Americans. They were
known for their good work. Even when large num-
bers of white immigrants arrived, most white custom-
ers continued to buy from African-American artisans.
Thomas Day was a cabinetmaker in Charlesten in
the 1800s. The quality of his work was so high that
wealthy clients from both South Carolina and Virginia
ordered his custom-made furniture.

An 1823 directory of Charleston, which had the
fargest population of free African-Americans, lisied
thirty-five different occupations. Almost half of the
skilled free African-Americans were carpenters or tai-
lors. in some cases a skill was handed down in a
family from generation to generation. Robert Ingliss,
the last of seven generations of barbers in one
Charleston family, died in 1857.

Some free African-Americans were successful
in business. Others became wealthy through pur-
chases of real estate. Among these were Thomas
Bonneau, who owned six houses and a piantation
when he died. Richard Holloway owned twenty-two
houses. Starting as carpenters, Holloway and his fam-
ily became known for their quality work. Soon they
were buying land and becoming “well-to-do.” The
Kinlochs, also of Charleston, were another such fam-
ily. They were millwrights who eventually owned sev-
eral plantations.

John Primas owned a 100-acre farm in the Beau-
fort area. He bought it in 1731 for 100 pounds ster-
ling. Today, that would be somewhere in the range of
$36,000. {You can make a rough calcuiation of this
as follows. At about the same fime in history, Ben
Franklin bought three loaves of bread for two pence.
Each loaf would cost about a doliar today. it takes
twelve pence to make a shilling and twenty shillings
to make a pound sterling.) We do not know how
Primas came to have all this money, but clearly he
was a wealthy man. Thomas Jeremiah, a fisherman

ciearly exceptions.

and boat pilot in Charleston, was said to be worth
more than 1,000 pounds. William Eflison of Sumter
County patented a cotton gin and owned a thriving
plantation. Born into enslavement, Eflison had over
100 of his fellow African-Americans working for him
in 1860. He purchased two nolabie pieces of prop-
erty. One was the home of former Governor Steven
D. Miller. The other was a house that had belonged
to Revolutionary War General Thomas Sumter. Both
of his daughters married white men. Al these were
Most successful free
African-Americans used a trade or skill to earn a liv-
ing.

Free African-American women had even less op-
portunity than the men. One occupation open to
women was that of midwife. Midwives helped preg-
nant women through their labor and childbirth. Then
they took care of the mother and baby. In atime when
there were no African-American doctors and too few
white ones, this was a vitally important service. Both
white and black women used the services of
African-American midwives. This was especiailly so
in rural areas where doctors were scarce. Payment
was usually whatever the “customer” could afford and
not always money. Often midwives were paid in farm
produce or small livestock.

In general, fewer women were skilled artisans.
Most of the skilled crafts were considered “men’s
work.” However, a number of the women were cooks,
seamsiresses, or dressmakers. A few women made
and sold handicrafts,

Eliza Lee was a cook whose contributions ex-
tend far beyond the state. Americans should remem-
ber her whenevér they enjoy a pickle. A Charlesto-
nian whose “Mansion House” was located near the
hote! of the famous Jehu Jones, she was skilled at
pickling and preserving. The story is that her iwo sons
left the state to seek a better life. When they had
trouble making a living, they began to pickle foods
using her recipes. A man by the name of Heinz heard
about them. He bought their recipes and the right to
mass produce them. Heinz pickles are now history!

Jehu Jones, another free African-American, be-
gan his career as a tailor. Later he bought a boarding
house in Charleston. His wife, Abby, was an excel-
lent pastry cook. They soon owned one of the most
popular hotels in Charleston. The success of this
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business made it possibie for Jones to buy many iots
on Broad Street. This was the center of business in
Charieston.

Jones' Hotel even had an international reputa-
tion. According 1o one cusiomer, the most important
people who visited Charleston stayed at Jones’” ho-
tel. There they found the comforts of home and the
best food in the country. An English traveler recom-
mended that "Every Englishman who visits Charles-
ton, will, if he be wise, direct his baggage to be con-
veyed to Jones’ Hotel.” Successful as he was, Jones
later gave up his business. He left Charteston for New
York. A newspaper in Liberia, Africa, offered him the
job of editor. When this did not work out, he found he
could not return to South Carolina. The state lfaw we
mentioned eartier barred him from doing so. He had
to sell all of his Charleston property. The fact that a
man as prominent as Jones would choose fo leave
the state in the first place tells us a great deai about
the life of free African-Americans in South Carolina.
The state lost a very good businessperson.

While most African-Americans were not wealthy,
many of those who were used their wealth to help
others. Maria Creighton, for example, ieft her estate
to the Baptist Church in Charleston to help poor
African-Americans. George Creighton, who may or
may not have been related to Maria, migrated to
Liberia in 1821. He paid the way for the enslaved
people who were legaily under his control to migrate
as well. Morris Brown bought and freed a number of
enslaved African-Americans.

Some African-Americans helped the state as
well. In 1779, Joe Farquarson lent money to South
Carolina to help pay the cost of the Revolutionary War.

Organizations
Because they were so few and so isolated, free
African-Americans needed each other. The needs
were both financial and social. White society was not
open to them. Their ensiaved neighbors occupied a
separate class. So free persons of color formed
groups of their own in which to socialize and heip each
 other. One type of organization was the fraternail so-
ciety.

Many of these organizations were exciusive, just
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like white organizations. The best known of these
was the Brown Fellowship Society. The Brown Fei-
lowship Society was founded in 1790 to help
African-Americans. Membership was open only to
lighter skinned “free brown men” and their descen-
dants. This is why the name was "brown” rather than
“black.” Of course this kind of exciusiveness was
based on prejudice its members learned from white
society. This would be unacceptable today. The
Brown Fellowship Society’s membership was limited
to fifty people. They met once a month. The society
had its own school and its own burial ground. Both of
these were imited o members. If a member died,
the sociely saw that his children received an educa-
tion. Widows and orphans would be cared for. The
Brown Feliowship Society lasted into the 1900s.

Other free African-Americans who were well-off
established similar groups. Among these were the
Humane Brotherhood and the Unity and Friendship
Society. Many of these groups were like the white
Masons. They had their own secret rituais and cus-
toms. Membership gave prestige to the invited few
because they had to pass tests to join. The groups
provided members with a sense of respect for each
other, respect they did not get from the white commu-
nity. By pooling their resources, members could also
provide a kind of “insurance policy” for each other
and their families. For example, the Humane Broth-
erhood helped to support their members and their fami-
ties when there was iliness or death. it provided
money on a weekly basis to the famiies of impris-
oned members.

Some groups were mainly charitable. The Mi-
nors Moralist Sociéﬁ*, organized in 1803, heiped fo
care for free African-American orphans. The Chris-
tian Benevolent Society, organized in 1839, provided
for the poor. These groups filled a real need that
would otherwise have been ignored.

(Facing Page) Copy of hand written 6 December 1823 Peti-
tion of John L. Wilson on behalf of free African-American
merchant Jehu Jones to allow him to ravel to see his family
in New York and to return Records of the S.C. General As-
sembly Petitions 1823 #18. Courtesy of S.C. Department of
Archives and History.
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Future Leaders

The story of the free African-Americans of South Caro-
lina before the Civil War is not a happy one. Free
persons of color were few in number. They had to
overcome tremendous odds to have any success at
ail. They were socially insecure as well. Because
they lived in a society that valued white skin, many of
them were prejudiced against their darker sisters and
brothers. The idea of unity among ali African people
was not strong among them. Yet, they 100 inherited
the African idea of an extended family and helped each
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other in many ways. Some of the weaithier free
African-Americans even supporied the Confederate
cause during the Civil War, But after that war when
ensiavement was abolished, the men and women who
had been free became leaders of a new movement
for African-American rights. They began to feel a
greater sense of unity. Those they helped get an edu-
cation and find success provided the basis for future
fights for freedom for all.  After the Civil War, they
became the leaders of African-American society in
the state,




WV ¥ Charmr 5

Africans were forcibly brought fo the New World and
made to practice customs that were new and strange
to them. Because of this, for a long time peopie
thought African heritage had been lost. in recent
years, we have learned that this was not true. Many
traditions survived the rough passage across the
ocean. In some cases, traditions and customs have
been transformed. In some cases, they were bor-
rowed by whites. Other customs are virtuaily un-
changed even after hundreds of years. Customs were
temporarily misplaced, not lost.

Every ethnic group has something special to of-
fer. In this chapter, we will iook at the cultural heritage
that Africans brought to America. The part of the cul-
ture we will look at is the arts. This includes litera-
ture, music, handicrafts, food preparation, and archi-
tecture.

Literature

After their arrival in the New World, few Alricans had
the chance to learn to read and write. The telling of
stories had always been an important part of their
culture. Before long, laws were passed which made
it ilegal to teach enslaved Africans to read and write.
Then the telling of stories became an important way
to keep their African culture alive. Sometimes en-
slaved Africans told the stories through music. As
stories were passed on from one person to another,
the stories often changed. Sometimes they were im-
proved, but the basic ideas remained important. The
folklore of a number of West African societies, inciud-
ing the Mandinka, the Hausa, and the Fulani, became
part of American culture. Tales of hares and of trick-
sters were common. These evolved into stories about
“Brer Rabbit” You will read more about those fater in

the book. The “Anansi the Spider” stories of the Akan
are familiar to many young peopie even today. If you
jook, you can find many of these stories in librar-
ies or in bookstores.

We have only a few records of the thoughts and
feelings of African-Americans during the early days.
However, those who could take pen to paper pre-
served a few of the stories of early African-Americans
for us. The story of Louisa Picquet, an enslaved
African-American, helps us understand how much
people suffered when separated from their famities.
She was born in Columbia and sold four imes during
her childhood. Sold away from her mother in New
Orleans, Picquet was freed after her master’s death.
She moved to Ohio. There she married a free
African-American. Perhaps she could have been
happy with her freedom. But she longed to find her
mother. She searched for many years. Just before
the Civil War, she found her. Sadly, Louisa Picquet
did not have enough money o purchase her mother's
freadom. With the help of her husband, she cam-
paigned to raisg. money. Finally, mother and daugh-
ter were reunited. Her story was published as a se-
ries of interviews between Louisa and an AME minis-
ter. Peoplie who read the interviews felt great sad-
ness and horror at what she had suffered. They
helped persuade the AME Church to take a stronger
public stand against enslavement.

Music

Africans brought their distinctive musical traditions
with them. Rhythm was important in African music.
People would either clap their hands or play drums
and other instruments. They used different combina-
tions of beats. Many African songs have harmony,
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where one person sings and other people repeat the
phrases or add a chorus. These patterns and this rep-
etition became part of American music.

Most of the music of enslaved African-Ameri-
cans probably was vocal. The style of singing that
Africans liked best was the “call and response” or
‘feader/chorus” style. A leader would sing or call out
a line, and the group would repeat it or respond to it.
Back and forth the song would go.

Enslaved African-Americans sang while they
worked. Songs expressed both happiness and sad-
ness. The tradition of singing while working was Afri-
can. Work songs dealt with all kinds of topics, from
chopping wood to pulling barges. The tempo of the
various songs matched the speed at which work was
done. It helped keep the work at a proper pace. It
algo helped pass the time at work that was often quite
dult and hard. Singing and laughter often went to-
gether, for music was a way 1o lighten the load and
forget troubles for awhile. The custorn of singing while
working continued even after the Civil War anywhere
people worked together. Most African-Americans in
the South still worked on farms where group labor
was often used.

- Play songs were used for games and for lighter
activities. These songs also influenced the later de-
velopment of spirituals, blues, and gospe! music. One
scholar, Charles Joyner, believes that through the later
revival meetings, white religious music picked up the
most popular characteristics of African music. These
included the “leader/chorus” style we have already
mentioned. |n the American South, African music
blended with European forms, The biending created a
unigue African-American Southern music.

The early dances and music had African fea-
tures, So did childrer’s “ring games,” where children
stood in a circle and played different games. People
who study African culture have noticed that the “reli-
gious shout” had African origins. The religious shout
was very similar to the frenzied circle dances used in
Africa for both religious and nonreligious purposes.
The term “saut)” or “shout,” meant to “walk or run
around.” A “shout” was a dance that overflowed with
energy and jey. The shout was full of cries of happi-
ness, This dance was an almost frantic religious re-
sponse to the receiving of the word of God. Some-
times religious conversion ceremonies used the
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shout. Even after converting to Christianity, enslaved
African-Americans would worship as they had in Af-
rica, singing and dancing. They clapped their hands
or stomped their feet when they had no drums.

A “call,” which was like a loud yell or scream,
had several purposes. It could be used to get
someone’s attention or to let off steam. While no one
is quite sure of the origin of spirituals, some scholars
think that the first ones developed out of the “calls
and hollers.” As Africans learned English, they added
English words. The words may have been English,
but the way the words were pronounced and the rep-
gtition in singing phrases of words over and over again
were African,

Some scholars think that spirituals developed
from the hymns and psaims sung by
African-Americans. You may remember that few ef-
forts were made to convert the first arrivals. By the
mid-1700s, this- had changed. Enslaved
African-Americans were being converted to Chris-
Hanity. They began to sing the white hymns. Singing
was one way to express their sadness without up-
setting the whites. The hymns were English, but they
added African elements, such as humming and sing-
ing in falsetto.

Spirituals were very popular among the enslaved
African-Americans. They toid of the better world that
awalted the believer “by and by They also reminded
the singers and listeners of the behavior that was
needed to get them to that world. Finally, the songs
spoke of God's justice and the fate of those lost in
sin. Some have said that these songs were a way of
forgetting troubles. Others say they were used fo build
up the seif-esteem of the enslaved by reminding them

~ of Jesus’ love and the equality of all in God's eyes.

Both are correct. African-Americans found both relief
from their burdens and hope for a better day in these
songs. They also expressed the idea that those who
had treated them in unchristian ways would feel God’s
wrath some day. The songs promised that they would
not always be ensiaved.

The masters heard these songs too. So the
words could not be too clear. Consider the words in
this song.

“Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land.
Tell old Pharaoh, fet my people go.”




God is talking to Moses, as in the book of Exodus
in the Bible. Pharaoh is the king of Egypt, who holds
God's peopie in slavery. But for the African-Ameri-
cans who sang this song, Pharaoh referred to thelr
masters or white people in general. God wanted them
to be let go from slavery! One day—soon they
hoped—ie would make it happen. Many saw the Givil
War as God’s answer to their prayers for freedom,

Spirituals came to the attention of the white
American public during and after the Civil War. Some
music coliectors first heard the songs sung by
African-Americans rowing them from Beaufort to St.
Helena across Port Royal Sound. The custom of sing-
ing while rowing originated in Africa. One person would
sing the melody. Then each of the other rowers would
sing a different part of the song. No doubt singing
while working made the rowing easier. “Michael Row
the Boat Ashore” is said to have been a popular row-
ing song, especially when the rowing was hard. You
might imagine yourself rowing as you sing this song.

Charlotte Forten, a free African-American from
the North, came to St. Helena island to teach. Due to
heaith problems, she stayed only eighteen months,
During that time she collected many spirituals. The
Atlantic Monthly published them in May of 1864. A
number of white Northerners who were in the South
aiso collected spirituals. In June of 1867, The Atlan-
tic Monthiy published the spirituals collected by Tho-
mas W. Higginson. He had commanded
African-American troops in South Carolina. You will
learn about him and his troops in the next chapter.

The words and meanings of the songs were of-
ten misunderstood because they were in Gullah. The
whites who coliected the spirituais did not understand
Gullah. They thought it was merely improperly spo-
ken English. Actually, Gullah has many African words.
The coliectors also lost much of the way the music
sounded. Because tape recorders did not exist, we
may never know for sure what the music sounded
like.

After the Civil War, African-Americans formed
their own churches. Now they could include their own
traditions in their religious music. They did
foot-stomping and hand-clapping while they sang.
Many songs were quite dramatic. Many were sad.
Some songs were much like the old work songs, but

others were more like European music. This second
king of song became quite popular during Reconstruc-
tion. Groups like the Fisk Jubilee Singers from Ten-
nessee popularized these songs. One popular spiri-
tual was “No More Auction Block for Me (Many Thou-
sand Gone).” Some think this song was the basis for
the world famous civil righis song “We Shall Over-
come.”

During their ensiavement, many
African-Americans leatned to play musical instru-
ments. When they had a little free time, enslaved
African-Americans enjoyed dancing and playing
homemade fiddles. At Christmas and Easter, many
African-Americans were given more time off. They
celebrated this festive time with the music of fiddles
and sometimes banjos.

Ensiaved African-Americans with a musical bent
sometimes were taught to play so they couid enter-
tain the planters and their friends. Most of the fiddlers
were probably taught to play by other enslaved
African-Americans. Sometimes enslaved musicians
were hired oui. At casual social events in the towns
and on the planiations, they played a variety of in-
struments, including fiddles, flutes, and French horns.
Planter families enjoyed dancing 1o the "jigs.” These
figs were very much like traditional African music.
Musicians played several notes repetitively in a mono-
tone. They held the bow or stick, in the right hand,
and knocked or hounced it softly against the strings.
The effect was much like that of a drum.

Sometimes planters and their friends asked en-
slaved African-Americans to sing for them. The term
“uba” had a long tradition going back to the Bantu
language. it came from the African word “giouba’
This referred to an African dance often performed in
South Carofina and the West indies. The term also
had severai other meanings, including o beat time or
to pat. Among enslaved African-Ameticans, juba
came to refer to leftovers which were all mixed to-
gether at the end of the week for a meal. Eating mixed
together leftovers that may have been partially spoiled
was bad enough. But in addition, ensiaved
African-Americans had to sing songs and play Afri-
can games for the entertainment of the planters. En-
slaved people often made up a song with a double
meaning to help them get through this event. The song
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expressed their feelings without letting the whites
know what they meant. They sang variations on this
song with such excitement and cheer that sometimes
the owners had them perform it for guests. Older
people tapped on their legs with a drum-iike rhythm
while younger peopie danced.

Ensiaved African-Americans were sometimes
exposed {o classical music while traveling with their
masters or attending the young men away at school.
As skilled musicians, African-Americans leamed to
play classical music quickly. Sometimes they played
it for whites at more formal occasions. Sometimes
African-American fiddiers played classical pieces
hefore the start of theater productions.

Musical Instruments

A number of musical instruments were popular. Some
scholars think that African instruments were actually
brought over on the ships with the first captives. Of
all the African instruments, drums were the most im-
portant. As we have aiready noted, drums were used
for communication as well as for music. In Africa, a
wide variety of drums were used in music-making. in
America the materials used to make the drums were
different, but the traditions remained. We have learned
a little about how drums were made from an oid drum
found in Virginia. This drum was probably made be-
fore the year 1700 and was placed in the British Mu-
seum in London in 1753. The drum was made of
American materials, cedar and deerskin. Butitis dis-
tinctly African in styte.

Masters banned drums because they feared
drums would be used to carry messages of revolt. In
the early 1700s, English pianters banned drums in
the West indies. French and Spanish speaking colo-
nies, however, rarely banned drums. As we mentioned
in an earlier chapter, South Carolina banned drums,
homs, and other “loud instruments” in 1740 after the
Stono Rebellion, Before that time, enslaved Africans
were often military drummers. After 1740, records
rarely mention drummers untii the American Revolu-
tion. However, Europeans weicomed Africans as
drummers in military bands. During the Revolution-
ary War in America, a number of enslaved African-
Americans escaped enslavement in Charieston and
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became drummers in the Hessian regimenis who
fought on the British side.

Even when drums were banned among the en-
slaved African-Americans, people found other ways
to create a drum sound. They either clapped their
hands or used common everyday items. Scholars
think that mortars and pestles, instruments designed
for rice cultivation, were used as drums. Mortars were
often made out of a hollow log, a fine “instrument” for
a drum. Drums also were usually made out of holtow
iogs in America, a custom that survived into the 1900s
along the Atiantic and Gulf coasts.

Cane fifes were first used in Africa, where they
were an important part of the music. Brought to the
New World, Africans continued to use the same
method to make fifes. First, they hollowed out the cane.
Then they made holes for fingers and for the mouth,
Today fifes and drums are played together for the
enjoyment of the listeners. People often think of a fife
and drum corps as one of the most American types
of musical groups. Perhaps so, but it has African roots.

Most peopie would be surprised to learn that the
ancestor of the hillbilly banjo is African. Records from
the time before the American Revolution show en-
slaved African-Americans playing homemade instru-
ments similar to guitars. The instruments described
were made from gourds and had strings. A century
later, former enslaved African-Americans recalied
using a kind of banjo made from a wood frame. It had
strings made of animal gut and animal skins for the
head.

The ancestor of the banjo is the one-strand or
one-string, which was made of a string stretched out
over a board. One-string instruments were common
in Africa. This particular instrument makes the “drone”
sound which is aiso found in the banjo. it is aiso
piucked like a banjo. West Africans commonly use
several similar instruments. While the modemn banjo
has evolved and changed, its roots are found across
the ocean in Africa. )

How did the banjo get from the coast to the moun-
tains, where there were few African-Americans?
Perhaps African-Americans who took part in building
the early railroads in the mountains brought it. Or per-
haps it came from the minstrel shows in the




mid-1800s. Minstrels brought the music of enslaved
African-Americans o the entire country. Or perhaps
the Civil War played a role, Peopie who had no con-
tact with each other before shared traditions. Soldiers
may have returned home with a new musical instru-
ment. In any case, over the years white society
adopted the banjo as its own. Ironicatlly, this most Af-
rican instrument is today pilayed by very few
African-Americans.

Handicrafts

Because the African-Americans who came {o the New
World were enslaved, their handicrafts had to be usefut
rather than decorative. They did not have the luxury
of making things that were merely pretty. Many crafts
were similar to those in Africa. Showing that a craft or
technique was handed down directly from parents to
children is not always possible. But we can clearly
see that African influences survived ensiavement.
Today we can appreciate the beauty and usefulness
of what is left of these ancient crafts.

African pottery making traditions were quite dif-
ferent than those of Europeans. In Africa, mainly
women practiced the art. However, men aiso were
potters in some areas, White owners taught the earli-
est African-American potters. in the early 1800s, pot-
tery making began in Edgefield and Aiken Counties.
The first such pots were made at a place known as
Pottersvilie in Edgefield County. The most famous of
the enslaved potters was a man known as Dave the
Potter. He learned to read and write through his early
work. His owner, Abner Landrum, worked Dave as a
typeseiter on his newspaper until it went out of busi-
ness. After that, Landrum put Dave to work in the
pottery business. Dave made hundreds of jars, and
many of them still exist. We know Dave’s work be-
cause he signed it with his name, the date, and his
owner's initials., Sometimes Dave inciuded a brief
poem. The poem told the purpose of the jar. His jars
were quite large and unusually wide at the shoulder.
One can hold more than forty galions. l is the largest
piece found in the South. Dave must have been a
very strong man to handle the amount of clay needed.
Dave died at the age of eighty-three. While Dave was
the best known, many other enslaved
African-Americans worked in the pottery industry of

Dave the Potter Storage Jar, 1862. Alkaline glazed stone-
ware, Reproduced with permission of Tony and Marie Shank.

From “Conflict and Transcendence: African-American Art
in South Carolina,” organized by the Columbia Museum of
Art. Another example of Dave the Potter s work can be seen
in slide H-T The History of the $.C. Slide Collection.

that time. Scholars think that as many as 140 potters
were working in the Edgefield area between 1820 and
the Civil War. You can see some of their work on
display in the McKissick Museum in Columbia and
the Edgefield Cotinty Museum.

Face vessels are another type of pottery made
by many of the Edgefield potters. Face vessels came
in a number of sizes. Some were intended as water
jugs, some as cups or pitchers. in some cases we do
not know how they were intended to be used.

Face vessels have been found all over the
United States. Europeans made them for centuries.
However, the face vessels found in the Edgefieid area
have African features. They look a great deal like
African art. The style is very much like Bakongo
wooden sculptures found in Zaire and Angola.
Records confirm that enslaved African-Americans did
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{Above) Monkey Jug, made ¢bout 1862, maker unknown,
Alkaline glazed stoneware, made of kaolin. Reproduced with
permission of Tony and Marie Shank. From "Conflict and
Transcendence: African Amevican Art in South Carolina,”
organized by the Columbia Museum of Avt. (Right] Sorting
the materials for a sweetgrass basket. Skills that came from
Africa in making sweeigrass baskets can still be seen today.
Photo by Aimee Smith.

this type of work, inthe 1800s, enslaved people from
that area of Africa were brought to the United States,
A group that arrived in the 1850s ended up living in
the Edgefield area. They may have influenced the
style of pottery.

Another African connection comes from one
group of face vesseis calied ‘monkey jugs.” This term,
which had been used since the late 1700s, came from
a slang expression for guenching thirst. Monkey jugs
were vessels used to hold water. Some think that the
enstaved people working in the fields drank water from
these vessels, We know that enslaved Africans in the
Caribbean made monkey jugs around 1800 or ear-
lier. Many enslaved Africans were brought from the
Caribbean to South Carolina. So they may have
brought the monkey jug tradition with them. That tra-
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dition stretches back to their African ancestors.

Another type of pottery made in the Edgefield
area is the figural vessel. Rather than just showing a
face, these show a whole body. The true roots of this
style are unknown. Europeans had long made pot-
tery that depicted a human being. However, the pot-
tery again bears some resembiance o African art.
Enslaved potters may well have taken a European
style and adapted it to the art forms with which they
were most famifiar, :

After the Civii War, pottery making became lessim-
portant in the Edgefieid area. African-Americans contin-
uedto work in some of the potteries that survived. Atleast
one potter became the owner of hisown business in the
Greenville area.

The tradition of basketmaking is an old one that
survives foday. If you take a trip to Charleston, you
will see ladies making baskets even now. Today’s
baskets are mainly decorative. Inthe early days, they
were strictly work-reiated. Africans brought
basketmaking to America when they first arrived. The




coiled-grass baskets made today in South Carolina
are very much like the ones made across the ocean
in Africa. However, the bread trays, flower baskets,
and other items sold now are a modern spinoff of an
old craft.

Basket design has changed down through time. The
first baskets made by African-Americans were prob-
ably “fanners,” which are round and wide. As we ex-
plained in an earlier chapter, these were used to sepa-
rate rice grains from the smashed husks.
African-Americans made taller baskets for storage
purposes. Both of these types of baskets had to last.
So they were probably made with stronger materials
than you would find in the baskets you could buy to-
day. By the 1700s, people were making both work
baskets out of tough materials and “show” baskets
from flimsier grasses. Carrying a basket on one’s head
was customary. Handles were probably not part of
the design untii the early 1900s.

Men made most of the heavier baskets. Women
and children usually made the show baskeis,
Basketmaking was usually done just before it was
time for the harvest. Demand was high. Many enslaved
African-Americans made baskets that their masters

People making sweetgrass bas-
kets at the Penn School, St
Helena Island in the early
1900s. The school helped pre-
serve ancient crafis. Courtesy
of Howard Woody, the S.C.
Postcard Archive, South
Caroliniana Library, USC.

sold to other plantations. Some of the enslaved
African-Americans also made baskets in their free
time. These they sold for themselves.

Asin Africa, people made baskets for a variety of uses.
Baskets were made from different materials and different
weaves for storing grain, trapping fish, and storing
sewing materials. People *made do” with what they
had. Fanners were sometimes even used as cradies
for babies. Buring the Civil War, Jack Frowers, an
ensiaved African-American on a South Carolina plan-
tation, wove himself a basket boat. He used it to es-
cape to the Union lines. He nailed a piece of wood to
the bottorn and used pieces of wood o help keep iis
shape.

After enslavement ended the basketmaking fra-
dition continued. As African-Americans strove 1o
make a living, they used woven baskets fo hold fish
and produce sold in Charleston. Smali farmers needed
baskets to carry and store their househoid goods.
Some people made baskets for use on those planta-
tions that survived. Sea islands residents may have
used some baskets in the limited rice production that
continued even into the 1900s. Baskeimaking be-
came a crafl taught at the Penn School near Beaufor
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A finished sweeigrass basker shown off by its creator. Today
these beautiful baskets are works of art more intended for
display rather than every day use. Reproduced from
Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of 5.C. Slide Collec-
tion, sfide H-10 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989},
Courtesy of S.C. State Museum.

in 1804. The Penn School's support helped preserve
this most African of crafts. We and future generations
can appreciate it for a long time to come.

In the late 1800s, when itimes were hard,
basketmaking became a tourist-related activity.
People in Mt Pleasant, near Charleston, began to
make sweelgrass baskets and seil them by the road.
Eventually entire families became involved in the busi-
ness, Small children made the bottoms as they learned
the skills needed. Few “show baskets” made of the
fragile materials survive from old days. Even so, we are
fortunaie that we can stiil enjoy these beautiful
baskets made by modern basketmakers.
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Walking sticks are probably the best known type
of African-American woodcarving, African-American
walking sticks cannot be directly linked to any African
roots because decorated canes are found among the
peoples of Europe as well as those of Africa. Carved
walking sticks were also common in the West Indies.
The canes, usually decorated with snakes, show the
woodcarving talents of African-Americans. “Conjure
sticks” was the name given to walking canes in South
Carolina that had snakes wrapped around them. They
may have been used in some way to try to banish
iltness. Perhaps the designs have their origin in the
ancestrai homeland, where decorated staffs were
sometimes a sign of authority. The sticks did not re-
tain this function in the Americas. But they sometimes
were tied to refigion and superstition.

Many African-Americans made quiits, both dur-
ing and after enslavement. Even though quilting is a
European technique, African-Americans often deco-
rated the quilts using an African design. Sometimes
they used what we might think of as a “crazy quilt”
pattern. Many, however, used distinctly American or
European patterns. One type of quilt that became very
popular among African-Americans on the coast of
South Carolina and elsewhere is the strip or string
quiit. The quilter sews the pieces into strips. Then the
guilter pieces them together into a quiit. African textile
workers wove cloth into narrow strips. We do not
know whether this technique had a direct influence
on the American quilters. But American strip quilis
are similar in appearance to these African textiles.
Africans commonly improvised and used boldly con-
trasting designs and colors. We see some of this in-
fluence in African-American quilts, especially those
made in the Sea Isiands.

Records of enslaved ironworkers go back as far
as the 1700s. In a rural society, someone had to make
the shoes for the horses, the hoes for agriculture, and
the axes for chopping down irees and chopping wood.
Enslaved African-Americans also made guns. Some
of the guns found their way into the hands of other
enslaved African-Americans during the various re-
bellions. Two enslaved blacksmiths made many
weapons used in Denmark Vesey's rebefiion in 1822,
including swords, pikes, and bayonets. Scholar John
Michael Viatch points out that the whites gave the
craftsmen lots of practice making spears. Ornamen-
tal spearheads adorn the tops of many fences.




Enslaved African-Americans created much of the
ornamental ironwork for which Charleston and New
Orleans are famous. They probably did the actual work
even when the white owners did the design. The Sword
Gate in Charleston was designed by Christopher
Werner. He owned five black artisans and employed
five whites, One of the enslaved artisans, Toby
Richardson, was known for his high quality work. Be-
cause of his skill, he probably played a role in creating
this beautiful gate.

Many African-Americans worked under white
supervision and used European designs. But by the

mid-1800s, about twenty-five percent of Charleston’s
biack ironworkers were free. African-American iron-
workers still dominated the profession in the years
after the Civil War. They shod horses and fixed wagon
wheels in addition to crafting decorative ironwork. The
tradition has been carried on io the present day in
Charleston with the work of the renowned Philip
Simmens. We will ook at Simmons’ work in a later
chapter. _

Many Africans were skilled boaters. Enslaved
Africans who could man the boats were valued highly.
Many enslaved Africans came from communities

Two pictures of a cane, made sometime in the late 1800s, anomymous, Note the detail of the work. Walking sticks with unique
carved designs were a part of everyday life. yet art at the same time. Reproduced with permission of Louanne LaRouche.
From “Conflict and Transcendence: African-American Art in South Carolina,” organized by the Columbia Museum of Art.
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where fishing was & way of life. They brought valu-
abie boatmaking skills with them. While we tend to
think of Native Americans building canoes,
African-Americans also built them. Both Indians and
Europeans knew how to make a boat from a single
log. However, double fog canoes have been a com-
mon sight aiong the African coast for hundreds of
years. Africans use them for fishing. Double log ca-
noes consist of several logs joined fogether. The
double fog boats built in Africa were larger and more
stable than the single log boats buil by the indians.
Enstaved African-Americans carried on the tradition,
building boats on the plantations and often painting
them bright colors.

Africans picked up additional boatmaking skills along
the way to South Carolina. Africans in the West Indies
quickly became fishermen, a respected occupation.
Indians there made raft like boats of several logs at-
tached together, called “pirogues.” The pirogues were
simitar to the canoes found in West Africa. Once again,
itis impossible to be sure of the origins of a tradition,
Similar technigues existed in different parts of the
world. Some scholars believe that Africans living in
the West Indies adopted the pirogue’s design. Since
not many indians survived the arrival of the Europe-
ans in the West Indies, ensiaved Africans be-
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Africans brought to dmerica
brought with them skills in
boating and fishing. Many en-
slaved Africans were called
upon to use these skills. After
Jreedom came, they continned
the tradition. These fishermen
are working on their gear in a
1939 photo at St. Helena Is-
land. Library of Congress
LC-USF33 30432-M2.

came the boat builders, The use of these boats spread

10 the east coast of the United States. In the 1700s

and 1800s, enslaved African-Americans in South
Carolina were building boats of a similar style out of
cypress.

Few roads existed in some of the coastal areas.
African-American oarsmen provided transportation by
guiding boats from one place to another. Some used
dugout boats as a means of escape from enslave-
ment. in the early 1700s, some fled by boat through
the swamps of South Carolina and Georgia to Florida.
There, in 1738, the Spanish governor gave them fand
near St. Augustine. A fort and a town were built. Al-
though its real name was “Gracia Real de Santa
Teresa de Mose,” most péopie called it Fort Mose.

The dugouts may be the ancestors of the racing
canoes built after the Civil War and the oyster boats
still used today. The dugouts of pre-Civit War days
may also be the ancestors of the “bateaux” being built
today by African-Americans in the Sea islands. These
modern-day boats are built of boards or planks. But
they have many similarities fo those built several hun-
dred years ago.

As this book was being written, an archaeclo-
gist was building a replica of one of the flat-bed boats
at Middleton Piantation in Charleston. By doing this




he hoped fo learn more about how these boats were
originalty made. Unfortunately, the builders did not
expect to iry it out in the river. However, a television
documentary was to be made on the project. Per-
haps this effort will shed some light on the work of
the African-Americans who built such boais long ago.

Food and Its Preparation

Everyone likes to eat. One of the joys of living in
America is experiencing the variety of foods and the
different ways to cook it. Food preparation is an art
we ail can enjoy. American food and cooking styles
are a biend of cultures. Each ethnic group has brought
certain foods and styles of cooking to America’s
shores. Okra, sesame seeds, black-eyed peas or
cowpeas, and watermelon are among the foods which
originated in Africa. Nut soups and fish stews were
first enjoyed in Africa. Gumbo, both the word and the
dish, is African. The yam is an African piant and an
African word, from the Wolof language.

Food from other culiures also influenced Afri-
~ cans. Chili peppers and tomatoes, for example, be-
came a part of African cooking. Explorers and irad-
ers from America brought them to Africa. The Afi-
can diet included a number of different types of grains,
which were cooked into breads, cereals, pancakes,
and puddings. Africans ate a wide variety of veg-
etabies. African influence may have led the Europe-
ans to include more vegetables in their diet after en-
slavement began. After all, Africans and their descen-
dants were doing a great deal of the cooking.

There was little meat in the West African diet.
People usually ate some kind of a grain, such as rice
or maniac, with a sauce made from boiled vegetables,
such as eggplant, baobab, or beans. Some of these
became part of the African-American diet in the New
World. They also became part of the white Southern
diet. Another grain, sorghum, which may be African,
was boiled and made into bread by Africans.

The main dish would be cooked in afargeiron or
earthenware pot. it was placed on the floor. People
would sit around it and eat, picking up food and dip-
ping it into a spicy vegetable relish. They would drink
from a gourd or bowl. These same eating patterns
were later found among the African-American people

on the Carolina coast. They were more isolated from
European influences. Europeans, on the other hand,
usually used utensils and cooked their food in metal
pots. They served their food in wooden trays calied
trenchers. However, Europeans had begun to use
ceramic dishes by the early 1700s. Enslaved
African-Americans used both gourds and iron pots,
depending on what was availabie.

Drespite the wealth of foods to which their an-
cestors had been accustomed, enslaved
African-Americans did not eat a very balanced diet.
On the slave ships, beans and rice were staples. Oc-
castonally the enslaved people were given fruits and
vegetables. Meat was not a reguiar part of their diet.

Nutcake vendor. This sireet vendor proudly shows her wares
of homemade nutcakes, a very popular item for those pass-
ing by in the early 1900s. Courtesy of Col. Robert I. Karrer,
the 8.C. Postcard Archive, South Caroliniana Library, USC.
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Dinner anyone? African-dmerican cooks learned to cook with
whatever foods were available--perhaps even an occasional
alligator! The spices and cooking technigues they brought
Jfrom Africa and passed down through generations created a
distinctive style of cooking. Courtesy of Dorothy M. Hucks,
the S.C. Pasteard Archive, South Caroliniana Library, USC.

The diet would usually improve somewhat after the
Africans were brought to the New World and readied
for sale.

The diet on the plantation would have varied
depending on the owner's whim and resources,
However, even in the best situations, there is no
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reason to think the enslaved Africans feasted. They
often added to their iimited diet by hunting, fishing,
gardening, and gathering in their limited free time.
Former enslaved African-American Jacob Stoyer
related that when he was a child on a plantation,
enslaved children were fed corn flour, which they
called mush, and sour milk called hard crabber. Even
though the mush was sweetened with molasses, the
children disiiked it. The crabber was far more popuiar.
By compatrison, a Sunday meal was a treat. Rice,
bacon, and cowpeas were ali cooked together. This
simpie and nutritious dish was calied “hoppin’ John.”
Itis popular today throughout South Carolina.

The foods and cooking that developed were a
combination of those of Africans and of Native
Americans. Rice and corn became staples of the diet.
in some areas rice alone was the staple. In other
commuinities, white settlers may have considered rice
too expensive for the enslaved. in these places whites
soid rice for income. Corn, a Native American
contribution to the diet, was cheap. The ensiaved
Africans adopted many of the Indian ways of cooking
it. The idea of cornmeal mush, or boiling corn,
probably was African. Corn is not a complete protein
by itself, so the enslaved people needed beans or
meat if they were {o have adequate nutrition. Beans
and meat were often lacking. What meat they had
was usually fatty, tough, and often not well preserved.

The tradition of cooking food for a long time and
adding a littie meat for flavor is certainly African. This
became a tradition among later generations of ail
Southerners. Some vegetables that became popular
among African-Americans and white Southerners,
such as turnips, cabbage, and colfiards, came from
Europe. In some dases, African styles of cooking
were adapted to the American environment with its
different piants. in Africa, food was sometimes
wrapped in banana leaves and cooked in the ashes
of the fire. In America, cabbage ieaves were
substituied. Highly spiced food was popular in Africa.
Plantation cooks continued this tradition. Today this
kind of cooking is popuiar among hoth blacks and
whites.

Until recently, littdle was known about the lifestyle
of the enslaved African-Americans. Archaeologists
have begun o excavate in the areas where they had
their homes. They have discovered that enslaved




African-Americans usually cooked outside and aie on
the floor like their African ancestors. Of course,
outdoor cooking made sense for people who lived in
warm climates.

Foodwas often cooked in a kind of earthenware pot.
Today we call these pots “colonoware.” Most of the
colonoware that archaeologists have found was made be-
fore the mid-1800s. Commaercial pottery became widely
available after then. if you take a pottery making class,
your pots will probably be fired in a closed oven, or
kiin. Colonoware was different. it was fired on an open
hearth. Colonoware was not usually decorated with
designs or patterns, but offen there was a symbol, a
cross or an “X,” sometimes placed on a circle, found
on the bottoms of the bowis, This symbot is iike the
“cosmograms,” of religious symbols, found among the
Bakongo culture in what is now Zaire. Many of the
people brought to South Carolina came from this re-
gion of Africa.

Food was cooked slowly in the colonoware pots.
The pots added a unique flavor to the food. For a
long time, researchers thought that Native Americans
made these hand-built pots and sold them to the en-
slaved Africans. The style is quite similar to those used
by Native Americans. Some scholars began to be sus-
picious when they discovered that many of these
flat-botiomed pieces were similar to those made in

Africa today! FFor example, a jug found in an Ameri-
can river looked like the jugs people are still making
in Nigeria. People may have brought some pieces
found in American on ships from Africa. Pots would
have been needed to hold water and for storage pur-
poses on the ships.

Some traditions from the West Indies were probably
mixed with those of the Africans. In the early 1700s,
nearly one-third of those enslaved were Indians.
Pottery making was common in the West Indies. Free
Native Americans may have provided information to
the African-Americans about where to find good clay.
Enslaved Africans also may have used some of the
Indians’ pots. Archaeologists think that the large
coionoware pots they have found were used mainly
for cooking, not storage. Some of the small pots were
probabiy used to fix sauces and relishes similar to
those enjoyed in Africa. Enslaved African-Americans
probably used iron pots to boil their grain. Uniike pot-
tery, iron pots heat up and cool down quickly. Earth-
enware pots are good for cooking food that is meant
to simmer, to cook siowly for a long time.

Archaeologists excavating the remains of en-
siaved Africans’ homes have now found many ex-
amples of colonoware pots. There is also evidence of
children imitating their parents and making toys, small
pots, and figures, as well as real pots which could be

Colonoware Bowl, maker un-
known, made sometime between
1790 and 1830 of low-fired clay.
Reproduced with permission of the
S.C. Institute of Archaeology and
 Anihropology. From “Conflict and
Transcendence: African-American
Art in South Carolina” orgunized
by the Columbia Museum of Art.
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used for cooking and storing food. Our understand-
ing of these aspects of their life and culture is stili
quite limited. We have just begun to study it seriously.

Architecture

Many African influences are found in American archi-
tecture. Africans brought famiiar styles of building to
the New World, both to the Caribbean and the main-
land of North America. Carrying over familiar tradi-
tions of building seems logical. Enslaved Africans
were often left to themselves fo build their own homes.
Among the housing features which are African in ori-
gin or African-influenced are the type of roois {thatched
with gables), type of walls (a clay mixture), dirt floors,
small room size, rectangular shape of houses, and
the front porch. Their housing styles were ideal for
their cimate and life style because they were not dif-
ficult to build or to rebuild when they moved. A central
fire or hearth was good for keeping insects out be-
fore the invention of screens.

The ensiaved Africans who were brought to
South Carolina found themselves living in a familiar
climate. Building houses similar {o those that worked
well in a warm, humid climate across the sea made
sense. In a time when there was no such thing as
air-conditioning, you would not spend much time in~
doors. Therefore you would not need a very large
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house. Scholars studying African culture today have
found many similarities between houses built in Af-
rica and those built in America by Africans. Some
masters knew and objected to enslaved Africans build-
ing “African” houses on their plantations. But many
whites were doubtiess unaware that both enslaved
and free blacks may have merely been following Afri-
can traditions when they built their houses. There are
records of enslaved Africans bullding one-room homes, often
with thatched roofs. They claimed these were like their
African homes. in the South Carolina Sea islands,
people often built homes with thatched roofs well into
the early 1900s.

The tradition of thaiched roofs was famitiar to
Africans who taught the technique to their children.
The “mud walls,” actually a clay plaster, were found in
many homes even when wood was available. The
‘watte-and-daub” walls, as the technigue is called,
are found in the same area of Africa as the other ar-
chitectural techniques we are discussing. These
watlie-and-daub walls and thatched roofs with gables
were common among enslaved Africans in Haiti as
well, They were also found in rurai Europe and among
Native Americans. So we cannot say for sure which
tradition influenced African-Americans home-building
styles. Several rural peoples had a similar tradition,
However, African-Americans handed down from par-

Many types of building displaved
African influence, including this
small “critter barn” photographed
in the 1930s. Reproduced from
Constance B. Schulz, Fd., The His-
.. tory of 5.C. Slide Collection, sfide
H-16 (Sandlapper Publishing
Company, 1989). Courtesy of South
Curoliniana Library.




Sketeh of tpical floor plan of a “shot-

o

gun’" style house with a small porch on
the front. They can still be seen around
the state loday. One of the most frequent
places they can be found are in what used
to he mill villages built around textile

\.i miilis.

ent to child the knowledge of how to build this kind of
house. Enslaved Africans who crossed the ocean in
chains must have carfied such knowledge with them.

Many enslaved African-Americans chose to use
dirt fioors even when floorboards were an option. Both
rural Europeans and Africans had developed tech-
nigues of making a hard floor by mixing clay with other
substances. This is another example of how people
living thousands of miles apart can find similar soiu-
tions to simitar problems! Again, the origins of the
approach used by African-Americans Is unclear.

We have already described the tradition of build-
ing small houses fike those in West Africa. Like the
West African homes, African-American houses had
small rooms without windows. African rooms were
usually square, with sides of 10 feet on the average.
African houses often had two rooms. Enslaved
African-Americans, of course, did not always have
the option of building two rooms. The rooms they did
have were usuaily about the same size and style as
those found among the Yoruba people in West Africa.

The Yoruba people often fived in compounds.
Compounds are groups of houses located close 1o
each other. The Yoruba were one of the earliest and
largest groups of Africans to arrive in the New World.
So they may have influenced the building methods
adopted by those arriving later. Indeed, enslaved
African-Americans often lived in groups of houses on
planiations that seem very simiiar o the compounds
of the Yoruba. We can still find compounds in rela-
tively remote places like St. Helena Isiand.

Houses were typically rectangular in shape.
Again, these are very similar to those found all along
the coast of West Africa. These long, narrow houses
were found among African-Americans for generations
after the Civil War as well. This style, often referred o
as the “shotgun house,” seems to be at least partially
African in origin. It may have come to the mainland
py way of Haiti. Shotgun houses are long houses with

several rooms in a row. These houses lack the hall-
way that many people are accustomed to. To get
from one end of this rectangular house to the other,
you would have to walk through ali the rooms of the
house. This design forces people info fairly close con-
tact with each other. if they do not like that contact,
they have to go ouiside. Perhaps this style devei-
oped among people who were comfortable living close
to their relatives in a compound. The house received
its name because it was said that you could stand at
one end of the house and shoot a shotgun through {o
the other end.

Most people would be surprised fo leam as they
sit on their front porch, sipping a cool drink on a warm
night, that they have African-Americans to thank for
this wonderful innovation. Homes in Europe simply
did not have porches like those found in the United
States. The early homes built in the American South
lacked this innovation. The front porch may have ar-
rived by way of the Caribbean. The style did not
become popular until Haitian refugees came 1o
Charleston in the jate 1700s. Large side porches were
adopted there. A version of the porch, the veranda,
was popular in both the Caribbean and in Africa,
where there were many long, hot days. Enslaved
African-Americans may have added porches to their
houses iong béfore their masters did so. The large
front porches were uncommon in white society untit
the 1800s.

Survival of Cultural Traditions

In this chapter, we have introduced you to many of
the crafts and cultural traditions that Africans brought
with them when they came fo the New World. in many
cases, the origins have long since been forgotten.
However, some of the traditions survive. In some
cases, African traditions have joined with European
and Native American traditions to form a unigue South-
ern American cuiture with muttipie origins.
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Americans still argue about the cause of the Civil War.
Some say the main cause was the question of en-
slavement. Others disagree. They argue that the
North and South differed over many other issues, like
protective iariffs and states' rights. However, all these
issues in one way or another involved enslavement.
in addition, after January 1, 1863, ending enslave-
ment became an official Union goal. On that date,
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation went
into effect. As you should know, this proclamation
freed all the ensiaved people in the rebeliious areas
of the South. Clearly, from that point on, a Union or
Northern, victory would end enslavement in the South.
This gave African-Americans a strong and deep in-
terest in the cutcome of the war.

The Civil War was the bloodiest and most bitter
war in American history. Though not the first war
fought on American soil, it did more damage to Ameri-
can civilian homes, farms, and businesses than any
other war in our history. The war deeply divided states
and even families. Which side would win was not at
alt certain, even though the North had more manpower
and industry. The Confederates were fighting on their
home turf. This gave them some advantages. They
knew the land better. They were nearer to their sup-
plies. The whites who lived near where the fighting
took place willingly gave the Confederates help and
information. The Confederates also had the easier
task. To win, all they had to do was not lose. A tie
was as good as a win. As long as the Confederates
nheld off the Union, they were winning. if they could
hotd on long enough, the Union might tire and leave
them alone. On the other hand, the Union could not
win with a tie. To win, the Union had to conquer the
Confederates.

African-Americans played a very large role in
determining the outcome of this terrible war. Although
the Union certainly had the most imporiant advan-
tages in their favor, actions of African-Americans off-
set some of the few advantages the Confederates
had. In addition, African-Americans now had a chance
to show how much they really wanted freedom. Un-
like the revolts of the past, they finally had a decent
chance to fight and win. This is the story of their
contributions during the Civil War.

Learning about the War
in order to influence events, one needs to know what
is taking place. How much did the ensiaved
African-Americans know about what was happening
at that time? Most could not read. Many owners
were careful not o talk too freely in their presence.
Despite these barriers, African-Americans found
ways of keeping up with the war news. One Beaufort
man remembered his father crawling under the house
to listen o the master reading the paper ajoud to the
mistress of the pilantation. A woman who worked as
a maid rememb#red Having an uncle who could read.
When the master did not want her to know what he
was talking about, he would spell out the words to his
wife. You may remember your parents doing this
when you were too young to read. Well, this young
woman may not have been able to read, but she cer-
tainly could memorize! She pretended not to listen,
but memorized the letters. Then she went to her uncle
and told him the letters. He explained their meaning.
As the war progressed, enslaved
African-Americans heard of batiles being won and lost.
They saw Confederate soldiers returning home tore-
cover from wounds. White South Carolinians could
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Lincoln in Frogmore. 4 modern painting wsing housepaint
on roofing tin by Thomas Samuel "Sam” Dovie (1906-1985)
captures the sense that Lincoln dramatically changed the lives
of the people of Frogmore. It shows Lincoln coming 1o re-
cruit African-dmericans for the Union Army. Although Lin-
coln did not actually come, those who lived there felt he came
in spirit. Reproduced with permission of Louonne LaRouche.
From “Conflict and Transcendence: Afvican-dmerican Art

in South Caroling,” organized by the Columbia Museum of

Art.
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not conceal their excitement or distress when they
received war news. After all, the war was the most
important event in their lives. Enslaved
Alrican-Americans learned by watching and listen-
ing.

Even though enslaved South Carolinians had
strong feelings oo, most were careful 1o keep their
feelings secret. To do otherwise could have been dan-
gerous. Showing too much feeling cost eighteen-year-
old Amy Spain of Darlington her life. Late in the war,
as General Sherman’s troops were marching across
the state, Spain and others heard Union troops were
coming. They stopped work. They told the masiers in
no uncertain terms that they were now free. Amy
was accused of using foul fanguage and of theft, A
Contederate military patrol arrested her and a num-
ber of others. The soldiers whipped the men and sent
them back to their homes. Amy was particularly stub-
born. After her whipping she cursed the soldiers. The
Confederate military tried her and sentenced her to
death. Only two hours later, Amy Spain was hanged
in Barlingion’s town square.

Work Slowdowns and Stoppages

What contributions did South Carolina
African-Americans make to the war? The first kind of
contribution involved labor—lost fabor. Even more
than before the war, the South needed their labor,
African-Americans were needed to grow the crops
and keep the economy going. White men couid offer
Hittle help because most were fighting. As time passed
rore and more whites went off to war. They were not
around to see that the work on the plantations was
done. Now the ,conduct of the enslaved
African-Americans depended on their loyaity o the
masiers and their obedience fo the masters’ wives.
Ensfavement had always been a contest of wills be-
tween the owners and those enslaved. Now power
was shifting in favor of the enslaved. Some of them
continued in the old ways. They worked out of habit,
fear, or respect. Others saw that this was a new
day.

Enslaved African-Americans took advantage in
several ways. Some refused fo follow orders. The older
men and the women who were frying to run the plan-
tations graduatly lost more and more control. Enslaved
people worked at their own pace, or they refused to




work at all. Like many masters, .James Hammond of
Beech Island found controlling the ensiaved
African-Americans on his plantation more difficult.
When they heard the sounds of war, their attitude
changed. Although they did not flee, they no longer
feared him. They let him know that they wouid now
decide for themselves many of the things he had de-
cided for them in the past.

Fleeing Enslavement

The second way enslaved people reacted o the “new
day” brought on by the war was leaving the planta-
tion. Now, after many long years of enduring insuit
and injury, thousands found the courage to do what
they had long dreamed of doing. They struck a blow
for their own freedom by walking toward the Yankee
Army.

Early in the war in South Carolina, this meant
geing to the coast near Beaulort. There, in Novem-
ber 1861, the Union forces took controf of the Sea
Istands. The whites fled inland. Ironically, at first the
Norih also treated African-Americans as properiy
However, this time African-Americans had a
self-interest 10 be treated as property. The Fugilive
Slave Law was still in effect. If these people were still
legally the property of American citizens, they had to
be returned. However, as the property of the enemy,
they did not have to be sent back. Northern troops
allowed them to remain as the “contraband of war”

The phrase “contraband of war” dated back 1o
an incident when a particularly arrogant Confederate
officer calied a temporary truce. He then rode to the
Union side and demanded that the Union troops re-
turn enslaved African-Americans who had run away.

Whenever they had the opportunity, many enslaved African-Americans fled to the Union side taking with them as much as
they could carry from their former masters. Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of 8.C. Shide Collection,
slide B-89 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989). Courtesy of South Caroliniana Library-USC.




Volunteers form the First S.C. Regiment just after receiving the flag they would be fighting under, the “Stars and Stripes”’ of
the United States of America. Reproduced from Constance B, Schulz, Ed., The History of $.C. Slide Collection, sfide B-100
(Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989). Courtesy of S.C. Historical Society

The Union officer refused, saying that it was not cus-
tomary practice to return to one’s enemy the “contra-
band of war” This meant that, in effect, those Afti-
can-Americans who had fled were free. Actual legai
freedom came more than a year later through the
Emancipation Proclamation.

Word spread from plantation to plantation.
Soon enslaved African-Americans all over the state
knew that the Yankees were bringing freedom with
them. Al they had to do was get to the Union side.
So they flocked to the Beaufort area early in the war.
No other major Union attacks on the state took place
until late in the war. When General Wiiliam T.
Sherman’s huge army entered South Carolina from
Savannah in early 1865, African-Americans flocked
to his side.

Providing Information to

Union Troops
A third coniribution that Aftican-Americans made io
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the Northern side was providing information. Union
troops did not know the terrain. They did not have
sympathetic civilians to help them as did the Confed-
erates, but Union troops did get a lot of help. En-
slaved African-Americans knew the land. They knew
about Confederate troop movements. They knew
where supplies wete stored. When they provided
this kind of information, ithurt the Confederates and
helped the North. As they went to the Union lines for
freedom, they took with them a great deail of informa-
tion that would help the Union Army win their free-
dom.

Fighting for the Union

The fourth and most dramatic way of responding o
the "new day” was volunteeting to serve in the Union
Army. In November 1862, Sea Islanders became the
first enslaved African-Americans o eniist as soldiers
in the Union Army. What better way to thank an army
than o volunteer to fight for it?




Northern whites were not sure how men who
had been enslaved would respond to the demands
of military service. Almost alt whites in those days felt
prejudice toward blacks. So the Union Army con-
ducted an experiment. They formed the First Regi-
ment of South Carolina Volunteers. White officers
fed this unit, with Colonel Thomas W. Higginson as
its commander.

The volunteer African-Americans proved o be
excelient soldiers. They fought with great courage
under some very dangercus conditions, Colonel
Higginson fed them in their first action in January
1863, Following the war he wrote a book about the
exploits of his unit entitled Army Life in a Black Regi-
ment. He had high praise for what his men accom-
plished. He wrote that they fought their way down
into Georgia and Flerida, had many battles with Con-
federate troops, and always won. He and his officers
felt that using African-American troops would be a
key to winning the war because they had more per-
sonal reasons to fight. They were fighting for their
own peopie. He found them to be braver and to fight
harder than the best white troops. He said he would
not even try to do with white soldiers what he had
successfully done with the African-American soldiers
of the First Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers.

Prince Rivers, who was once enslaved, became
a sergeant in the First Regiment. He was asked if
most enslaved African-Americans would fight for their
freedom. His answer reflects centuries of distrust be-
tween whites and blacks. “Yes sir” he replied. But
he added that African-American soldiers had to be
absolutely certain that whites were asking them to
fight for their own freedom. Rivers fought hard and
well. After the war he helped his former fellow soi-
diers organize a group to buy land. He later became
a state legislator and a judge in the smail town of
Hamburg, which once stood near where North Au-
gusta is today.

The First Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers
was just the beginning. A total of 5,462 South Caro-
lina African-Americans served in the Union Army dur-
ing the Civil War. Other Southern states had more
volunteer soldiers, however, because the Union Army
saw S0 little action in Scuth Carolina untii near the
end of the war.

Nearly 200,000 African-Americans in all served
in the Union. This was about ten percent of all the

Union’s troops. Many of those also certainly had a
South Carolina connection, Most African-Americans
who became enslaved were transported through the
state and many Northern African-Americans had fled
from enslavement in South Carolina. African-Ameri-
cans fought in around 400 different engagements with
Coniederate forces. They suffered very high casual-
ties and showed great bravery. Any African-American
wearing a Union uniform had to be brave. The South
had announced that captured African-American soi-
diers wouid be treated not as prisoners of war, but
rather as traitors. They would be killed immediately.
Although the South did not always follow through on

Photo of Civil War veteran Smart Chisholm by Elise
Harleston, In his old age he said he was ready fo go again.
Courtesy of Edwina Harleston Whitlock. From “Conflict and
Transcendence. African-American Art in South Carolina,”
organized by the Columbia Museum of 4drt.
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this promise, many were killed immediately after cap-
ture. i anything, this caused African-American Union
soldiers to fight even harder. By the end of the war,
twenty-one African-American soldiers won the Con-
gressional Medat of Honor,

The African-Americans who enlisted in the Union
Army were experiencing something new. For the first
time they knew the full meaning of freedom. Now they
had the job of winning freedom for others. Those oth-
ers included their own families and friends. They re-
sponded by fighting with a fury that their own officers
found shocking. They were also winning new respect
from whites. After hearing about their performance,
the editor of The New York Times was impressed. He
wrote that their deeds were reducing prejudice. He
went on to say that anyone who did not think
African-Americans had courage was heing proven
wrong by their actions as soldiers.

The most famous unit of African-American sol-
diers in the Union Army probably had only indirect
ties to South Carolina—the 54th Massachusetts In-
fanitry Regiment. This unit was commanded by the
young white Colonel Robert Shaw of Massachusets,
but its soldiers were all African-Americans. Their ac-
tion on the evening of July 18, 1863, removed any
doubts about their courage. Shaw had asked his su-
periors for an assignment that would put his regiment
to the test. He got it.

They were ordered to lead an assault on Battery
{Fort) Wagner, which protected the city of Charies-
ton. The oniy approach was over a narrow stretch of
sand, guarded by a heavily armed Confederate force.
After a march of several hours, the men of the 54th
charged into the guns of Fort Wagner. Crossfire from
Fort Sumter hit them as well, Despite this furious hail
of fire, which cut their ranks to shreds, most of the
men charged on untif they swarmed into the fort itself.
Colonel Shaw was killed. Without him the men fought
on untit the faifure of other units to reinforce them made
retreat necessary.

Although Shaw and his men did not take the fori,
they won a more important victory. They defeated the
prejudice of many Northern whites who doubted their
ability and courage. Angelina Grimke Weid, a South
Carolina-born white abolitionist, noted the effect this
battie had on public opinion. She said it forced “all
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men to see the sin and shame of enslaving such men.”
General Ulysses S, Grant wrote, "by arming the Ne-
gro we have gained a powerful ally.”

The popular motion picture Glory tells the story
of the 54th in a most dramatic way. African-Americans
who five in Charleston today were deeply moved by
this story that took place in their own backyard. Their
excitement led them to form a reenactment unit, com-
plete with uniforms and eguipment, to help celebrate
and remember the sacrifices of the 54th.

Despite all these heroics, prejudice was stili alive.
The Union Army paid African-American soldiers less
than white soldiers. There were other battles yetto be
won. Some of these battles would continue for more
than a century.

Robert Smalls

individuals also found dramatic ways of contributing
to freedom. One such person was Robert Smalls.
Born into an enslaved family in Beaufort, Smalls and
his family had been taken to Charieston at the time
of the war. Their master hired out Robert and his
brother John to work as assistant pilot and assistant
engineer on a steamboat named the Planter. The
brothers iearmed the waters of Charleston harbor well.
Robert devised a pian to deliver the Planter and its
valuable cargo into the hands of the Yankee fleet that
was blockading the harbor. He planned very long and
carefully. The night of May 12, 1862, was to be the
night of action. The white Confederate officers were
all off the ship for the night. Because the boat made
supply deliveries to Fort Sumter at all hours, starting

the engine late at night aroused no suspicion. The

wives and childreri of Robert and John boarded the
boat. This also aroused no suspicion because the
women often brought supper to their men. Soon the
Planter stowly moved into the harbor and headed to-
ward Fort Sumter.

Around four o'ciock in the morning Smalls
sounded his signal whistle as he neared the Confed-
erate held fort, The drowsy guard must have nodded
at the familiar sight. By the time he realized what was
happening, nothing couid be done. Smalls revved the
Planter's engine and raised a white fiag on her mast.
The flag signaied surrender to the waiting Union ships.
Luckily for Smatls, the Union Navy held their fire.




Civil War hero, state legislator, U.S. Congressperson, public
servant, and delegare to the 1895 Constitutional Conven-
tion, Robert Smalls, who was once enslaved, saw a full cycle
 efrising hopes and failed promises during his life. 4 Gilhert
Stuart painting. Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed.,
The History of $.C. Slide Collection, sfide C-133 (Sandlapper

Publishing Company, 1989}, Courtesy of Gibbes Museuin of

Art, Charleston, S.C.

Smalls turned the Planter and her cargo of military
supplies over to the United States Navy.

Congress rewarded Smalls, and he voluntarily
served in the U.S. Navy for the rest of the war. He
guided ships through the dangerous coastal South
Carolina waters. After the war Smalls turned to poli-
tics. We will learn more about that later in the book.
Although his story was quite dramatic, Robert Smalls
was just one of thousands who helped the Union win
the war.

Susie King Toylor

We know litile about the activities of individual
African-American women in the Civil War. One woman
we do know about is Susie King Taylor. Few women
olayed as great a role as Susie King Taylor. Her ac-
count, written in 1902, gives us the story of the war
from a woman’s point of view.

Uniike most African-Americans of her time, Susie
learned to read and write during her childhood in Sa-
vannah. Along with her brother and sister, she lived
with her grandmother. A friend of her grandmother
taught her to read even though this was illegal. So
she and her brother jearned to hide their books when
they walked o their lessons. Later on, this skili served
her well when she traveled with African-American
Union soldiers. Many of the soldiers wanted to learn
to read and write. She gave them lessons when they
were not working or fighting.

Susie King Taylor was one of the 500,000 en-
slaved African-Americans who escaped to the Union
forces during the war. In April 1862, she escaped
with her uncle and his family from Savannah, Geor-
gia. She married Edward King, who became a soldier
with the First S.C. Volunteers. Alithough the regiment
hired her as a laundress, Susie King spent most of
her time nursing the wounded and the sick. For more
than four years, she served without pay. Clara Barion,
founder of the American Red Cross, may have in-
spired her. Barton met King when both were in Beau-
fort, Susie King had little fear of illnesses such as
smalipox, which killed many soldiers. Writing her rec-
ollections nearly forty years later, she relaied that she
regularly drank sassafras tea to stay healthy,

King experignced all the horrors of war firsthand.
She felt the cold. She saw the disease and the hor-
rible wounds of the troops. She saw the discrimina-
tion faced by African-American troops fighting for the
Union. At first the Army issued the men red clothing,
which the enemy couid easily see from a distance,
The men received no pay at ail for the first yearand a
half. In order 1o support their families, their wives had
to do washing and baking for the white officers. in
1863, the Union Army offered the men half-pay. They
turned it down. Despite the support of their officers,
the Union Army did not give the men full pay, includ-
ing what they were owed in back pay, until 1864.
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At times, badly wounded men had too liitle food
to eat. Often King had to be creative to help them.
Some of the men asked for soup, but there was none.
So she made a custard from condensed milk and turtle
eqgs. She had no idea how it would turn out, but it
was a great success with the soldiers!

King traveled with the troops on some of the long
marches through South Carolina, Georgia, and even
into Florida. Filling in wherever she was needed, she
learned to ciean and reload weapons. She learmed to
shoot a musket. Sometimes she cooked for the sol-
diers. When the troops were stationed near Beau-
fort, she oiten visited the soldiers who were hospitai-
ized.

Under wartime conditions, you needed ingenu-
ity. Staying warm was difficult during the long winter
nights. The military did not allow fires at night because
this could alert the enemy. Susie King found a way.
She took an iron mess-pan full of hot coals from the
daytime fire, vcovered it with another pan, and brought
it back to her tent. No one could see any light, and
she was not cold.

After the war, King and her husband moved to
Savannah, where she taught school and where her
son was born. When her husband died, she worked
as a laundress to support her child. Later she moved
to Boston, where she remarried and helped organize
a chapter of the Women’s Reiief Corps. Susie King
Taylor was a remarkable woman.

African-Americans in the Confederacy
At the time of the Civil War, about 400,000 African-
Americans were enslaved in South Carolina. As you
learned eariier, 5,000 South Carolina
African-Americans served in the Union forces during
the war. As you have read, they fought hard and fought
with courage. Tens of thousands of others helped the
Union cause in other ways, short of actually fighting.
Others sfayed where they were, at least untit the Union
troops came near their homes. But some helped the
Confederacy. Most had no choice in the matter, al-
though a very few did volunteer to fight on the Con-
federate side. The Confederacy used most
African-Americans as forced labor, building and main-
taining defenses.

White South Carolinians worried about the ioy-
alty of their ensiaved work force. They had reason to
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worry. Enslaved people had revolted in the past.
When the Confederate Congress considered draft-
ing white men into the Army, some objected. They
worried that the draft wouid take too many whites
away from their task of supervising the ensiaved
African-Americans. This would make revolt easier. To
answer this fear, the government said that it would
not draft anyone who owned twenty or more enslaved
people. The government also permitted anyone
drafted to avoid service by providing someone else
as a substitute. This law obviously favored weaithy
white citizens over poor whites.

The value of 400,000 enslaved people could be
great if they couid be put to work in the war eftort. The
Confederate state government wanted to make the
best use of all this labor. So if forced owners to give
some of their enslaved labor to the war effort. The
legal tarm for this is “impressment.” The enslaved men
who were impressed did many tasks. They built and
repaired roads, bridges, railroads, and foris. They built
Fort Sumter, where the war started. Others who were
impressed worked in factories, Many aiso served in
the Confederate Army, aithough aimost none in tradi-
tional military roles. Most of the cooks for the Con-
federate Army were enslaved African-Americans. So
were many of the those who handled the horses and
mules for the supply trains,

Some whites wanted to make better use of this
vast Army of enslaved labor. They wanted to armthem
as soldiers. The idea caused a great controversy in
the Confederacy. it raised many guestions. Wouid
enslaved soldiers fight? Would they turn on their fel-
low soldiers in gray? What would be done with them
after the war? Howtcould ensiavement be continued
if enslaved men were armed and fighting for the
cause? The debate {asted a long time. The Confed-
erates often liked fo claim that their ensiaved
African-Americans were loyal. However, the Confed-
erates must have had some real doubts because they
were s0 reluctant 1o trust them with guns!

Near the end of the war, the Confederates be-
came s0 desperate that they did try to use enslaved
soidiers. Although the South did form a few smail
companies, the effort was too late. The war ended
before any had a chance to fight. Would it have
worked? Probably not. That any large number of
African-Americans would willingly serve the cause of




While the overwhelming mojority of African-Americans chose
to side with the Union forces if they had a choice, Henry
“Daddy"” Brown, a free African-American brick mason, chose
the Confederates. He served with them as a drummer, This
photo was taken a few vears before his death in 1907 as ke
posed with his old drum in front of the Confederate memo-
rial in Darlington. Courtesy of the Darlington County His-
torical Commission.

the Confederacy is hard to imagine, especially after
the Union promised to end enstavement.

Revenge

As the *bluecoats” of the Union Army pushed further
into the state late in the war, many enslaved
African-Americans now had the chance for revenge.

Many of them struck back at the masters, the over-
seers, and at the system of enslavement itself. Cn
some plantations, angry African-Americans took the
whites’ possessions. They destroyed anything they
couid not take. Howaever, the Uinion soldiers did much
more looting and burning than the “freedmen,” as
African-Americans who were no longer ensiaved were
called. Surprisingly, with few exceptions, freedmen
rarely physically attacked whites. Some freedmen
showed pity on their former owners. For example,
Joe was an enslaved African-American on the
Darlington plantation of A. C, Spain. This was the
same A. C. Spain who had enslaved Amy Spain,
whose hanging you read about earlier in this chapter.
When Sherman’s troops passed through Darlington,
Joe hid all of Spain’s livestock, including mules,
horses, cattle, and even hogs, in Swift Creek Swamp.
Joe passed up a good chance to ruin his former mas-
fer,

Looking foward Rebuilding

Most African-Americans were not thinking about re-
venge. They wanted io rebuiid their lives and families
in freedom. Their labor had created the wealth of the
state in the first place. However, the war had de-
stroyed much of that wealth. Perhaps now, with a little
help, they could rebuild the state and their own lives
as a free people. As they looked io the future, they
wondered whether their dreams would finally come
true.
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For a brief period foliowing the Civil War, African-Ameri-
cans exercised their political rights as American citi-
zens. This period, from 1868 until 1877, is called
Reconstruction. Because African-Americans were a
majority in the state and because they were politi-
cally organized through the Republican Party, they
controlied state government. In 1877, the Republi-
cans iost politicai power. After that state government
no longer protected African-Americans. State officials
began o take away more and more rights. This pe-
riod of slow ioss came 1o a cimax in 1885, Led by
Governor Ben Tillman, whites rewrote the state con-
stitution. The major purpose of that rewriting was to
make sure that African-Americans would never again
have political power.

Reconstruction and what came after were re-
‘markable periods in the state’s history, filled with his-
torical controversy. Some people distorted what hap-
pened {o serve their own purposes. The major disior-
tion was that African-Americans ruled very badiy.
Believing that distortion aliowed whites to justify tak-
ing blacks’ rights away. Even if misrule did take place,
white actions were illogical. To say that some corrup-
tion among African-American poiitical leaders justi-
fied taking away political rights from all
African-Americans makes as much sense as elimi-
nating all men from politics because a few men take
political bribes. '

This chapter is the story of what happened. It -

centers on three major themes. First, African-Ameri-
can political leaders made many coniributions. Much
came out of Reconstruction that is still with us today.
Second, they lost political power for several reasons.
White prejudice and misiakes by Republican ieaders
were both important. Third, even though they lost
power and rights, they built a foundation for later
change. The economic, educational, and social insti-

tutions African-American political leaders created
would some day support a new civil rights movement.

The 1868 Constitution

Although it was widely condemned by white political
leaders, the 1868 Constitution was probably the best
constitution ever written in South Carolina. A major-
ity of the men who wrote it were African-Americans.
Many of the ideas in it were so good that when Gov-
ernor Ben Tiliman rewrote it in 1895, his white sup-
porters demanded that some of the things added in
1868 be leff in.

Following the Civii War, whites in South Carolina
attempted to return the state {o the Union without giv-
ing African-Americans any political rights. They rati-
fied the 13th Amendment that ended enslavement. But
they refused to budge an inch in granting any political
rights beyond ending iegal enslavement. instead,
whites wrote a new constitution that denied the right
to vote to all except white males. When the white
dominated legisiature met, it passed laws, called
“Black Codes,” that greatly restricted rights.
Non-whites could not travel freely. They had to pay a
$1,000 bond just to leave the state. Non-whites were
forced to work ffom sunrise to sunset, except Sun-
days. They could not have visitors or leave their place
of work without permission. They had o obtain a spe-
cial license to have a business. They even had to use
the term “master” when speaking to their employers.
In other words, whites ried {o recreate enslavement
all over again in a different form.

This clearly was not what the Civil War was all
about. Having won the war, the Union expected the
South to end enslavement, not recreate it. Congress
took action. It passed the 14th Amendment, which
granted all citizens equal righis and equal protection

under state law. When South Carolina’s white gov-
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Immediately after the Civil War, the white South tried {o reinstituic o modified form of enslavement by legal contracts and
codes that regulated the behavior of freedmen. Here o plantation owner reads a contract that will bind those he formerly
enslaved 1o work for him for a year Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of 5.C. Slide Collection, slide
B-113 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989). Courtesy of 5.C. Historical Society.

ernment refused to ratify the amendment, Congress
demanded that it be accepted. Congress abolished
these unfair new governments, returned the state to
mifitary rule, and forced South Carolina, along with
other southern states, io write new constitutions. This
time African-Americans played a ceniral role,

In early 1868, a new convention met for that pur-
pose. lts members included forty-eight whites and
seventy-six blacks. The ideas they placed in the new
document were very progressive.

The authors of the new constitution extended the
right o vote to every male over twenty-one who was
a resident of the state. In addition, the new constitu-
fion allowed the peopile 1o elect a number of staie of-
ficeholders. Under the 1865 Conslitution, offices like
the Secretary of State and the Attorney General were
not elected. Rather, they were chosen by the legisla-
ture. For the first ime, the number of members each
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county would have in the House of Representatives
was based on population alone. Wealth would not be
a factor. This meant that rich coastal areas like
Charleston would no longer have an unfair advan-
tage over other coynties that had more people but
less money. ltincluded a complete bill of rights for the
first time. Speech, assembly, and other rights we take
for granted today were protected. The government
could no longer jail people for debt. The Constitution
protected the property of married women by preveni-
ing its sale to pay their husbands’ debis. it protected
some of everyone’s property, The courts could not
take the first $1,000 in property and $500 in personal
possessions to repay debis. Poor people of all races
especially benefited from these measures.

“The 1868 Constiiution went beyond political and
property rights. It gave government the job of improv-
ing life for all ciizens. To do this, it directed the state




o create and maintain a free public school system.
All races and all classes were to have egual access
to all pubtic schools and colleges. It allowed the state
to berrow money for public projects, like roads, ca-
nats, and bridges.

Many of these ideas can still be found in the
state’s constitution today. Rights, protections, and
obligations of state government are central principles
of good government. We owe Reconstruction fead-
ers, inciuding African-Americans, a great debt.

Leaders

Who were the leaders who helped create this new
constitution? Who were the leaders who would gov-
ern the state under it? Qver 250 African-Americans
held state or locai office during Reconstruction. They
were Northerners who came to South Carolina as
Union soldiers during the Civil War and remained in
South Carolina after the war. They were teachers sent
south by the American Missionary Association. Some
were sent by the African Methodist Episcopal Church
and other denominations to revive old congregations
or build new ones. Some were agents sent by the
Freedman’s Bureau to heip the freedmen. A few were
born free in South Carolina but left the state before or
during the war and returned after the war. Many were
ensiaved before the war and became ieaders after
being freed. These new leaders held a wide range of
state offices. Alonzo J. Ransier in 1870 and Richard

H. Gleaves in 1872 held the of oftice of L. Governor,
Jasper J. Wright held a seat on the Supreme Court.
Francis Cardozo and Henry Hayne held the office of
Secretary of State. Eight different African-Americans
served as members of the United States Congress
from 1868 until 1867.

African-Americans were a majority in the 5.C,
House for the entire period from 1868 to 1877. Just
under half of the members of the 5.C. Senate were
African-Americans {for most of the same period}.
Whites mocked them and charged that they were ig-
norant and unfit to govern. The facts do not support
this charge. They were much better educated than
most whites in the state. Nine in ten were literate and
one in ten had a college education.

We should note that many whites held oftice in
this period. Even though a majority of the voters were
biack, they were willing to elect whites to office. Blacks
chose to elect white governors to head the state,
though they did elect two African-Americans as Lieu-
tenant Governor. White voters were not nearly as
opened-minded,

Joseph Rainey

et us ook at some of the unique individuals who held
these positions. Joseph Rainey was the first African-
American 1o ever hoid a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives. He was born in Georgetown in 1832.
After his father was able to buy freedom for the fam-

Jospeh Rainey House. This
house, still  standing  in
- Georgetown, is where Joseph
- Rainey, 8§.C. s first African-
American member of Congress,
was born in 1832 and where he
died in 1887, Rainey served in
Congress longer than any other
African-American from the state.
FPhoto by Aimee Smith.
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ily, they moved to Charleston, where his father be-
came a successful barber. After getting as much edu-
cation as possibie, Joseph, t0o, became a barber. Al
the outbreak of the Civil War, the Confederate Army
forced him to work buiiding defenses for the city. He
and his wife escaped to Bermuda, where he once
again became a successtul barber. While working he
did all that he coutd to increase his education. He
asked customers for books to read and had them help
him with reading and writing exercises. After the war
he returned to South Carolina and helped write the
new constitution. Republicans were so impressed
with his work that they elected him to the state Sen-
ate. When a vacancy occurred in the U.5. House, he
was nominated and eiected. Listening quietly helped
him leam about how Congress worked. He aiso helped
a number of ex-Confederates regain their political
rights. In 1871, he made his first big speech, support-
ing a law that would stop the Ku Klux Kian and other
groups from attacking people. He continued in the
House until the election of 1878, when he was de-
feated. No other African-American served longer in
Congress than Rainey. in 1993, the residents of
Georgetown named a park in his honor.

Robert Smalls

You have already learned about Robert Smalls as a
CivitWar hero. He was born into enslavement in Beau-
fort in 1839. After being moved to Charieston, he
was hired out. He worked at a variety of jobs around
the docks, and eventuaily learned sailmaking. He mar-
ried Hannah Jones, a beautiful hotel maid, Aftertheir
child was born, he bought his family’s freedom for $800.
When the war started, the Confederates forced him
to work on a supply ship as its pilot. While working
on the supply ship, he performed his daring exploit of
stealing the ship and taking it to the Union forces. He
went to Washington and heiped convince Lincoin and
his advisors that African-Americans shouid be al-
lowed to join the fight. After the war, he helped write
the new constitution and was elected to Congress.
He took office just a few months after Rainey and
served until defeated in 1878.

Smalis did get back into Congress, however. 5o
many African-Americans lived in the eastern part of
the state that the white Democrats could not always
win elections there, even through the use of guns and
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fraud. Democrats redrew congressional district ines
50 that most of the African-American voters wouid be
in & single district. This meant that, at best, African-
Americans could elect only one member of Congress
from the state. In 1884, Smalls won that seat. While
in Congress, Smalis showed that he cared about all
the people in his district. He did not care if they were
white or black. He tried to keep the taxes low. He
tried to help those who had lost property during the
war. in 1886, a white Democrat defeated him. He had
evidence that fraud cost him the election, but officials
rejected his appeal. His last days in politics were at
the 1895 convention. There he argued eloquently for
equal voting rights for African-Americans. It was to
no avail. The convention ignored him and the other
four African-American delegates. Smalls spent his
last years in a federally-appointed position as cus-
toms collector in Charleston.

Small's final act was typicat of his life of daring

~adventure. In 1811, he heard that a white lynch mob

was about to kil two African-Americans jailed in Beau-
fort. He sent people o key points in the city and
spread a rumor that the city would be burned if the
men were harmed. The ploy worked. The white sher-
iff posted exira guards and turned away the mob. in
1913, he died in his sleep in the same home where he
and his mother had lived when they were enslaved.

Robert Brown Ellioti

There is some historical doubt about the background
of Robert Brown Elliott. He claimed Boston as his
birthplace. He also claimed that he was a sailor in
the U.S. Navy during the Civil War, However, some
evidence exists thakhe may have been a British sub-
ject who decided to stay iri the United States. He may
never have been a U.S. Citizen. Al this is uncertain.
What is certain are his abilities. Many peopie consid-
ered him an intellectual giant. He was a powerful
speaker, having served in the 5.C. House and as
head of the Republican Party. He served several
terms in the U.5. Congress. While in Congress, he
won praise from national newspapers for his eloquent
speeches. He resigned twice from the U.5. House.
The first time was in a unsuccessful atiempt o win a
seat in the U.5. Senate. The second was when he
came home to try to reunite that state’s Republican
Party, which was falling into disarray. He was forced




out of politics after thinking he had been elected attor-
ney general in 1876. He probably did have the most
votes. Once whites took over state government, no
one with power wouid back his claims. His last politi-
cal actions were as a lawyer. He successfully de-
fended a number of fellow Republicans who were
taken to trial by the new Democrat-conirofied state
government. In his final years of life, he worked as a
fawyer in New Orieans.

Richard H. Cain

Richard Cain was Southern by birth, but he spent
most of his life before the Civil War in the North. He
became a minister in the African Methodist Episcopal
(AME) Church and served as a minister in Brooklyn,
New York during the war. After the war, his church
sent him to South Carolina where he entered politics.
He spent a great deal of energy helping farmers ob-
tain land. He heiped write the 1868 Constitution. That
same year, Charleston voters elected him to the 5.C.
Senate. Allthe while he edited and published the Mis-
sionary Record, a weekly newspaper that supporied
Republican causes, In the U.S. Congress, he strongly
supported laws that would protect the civil rights of
African-American citizens. He denounced calls for
African-Americans to return to Africa. He said whites
should be ashamed to have used his people’s forced
labor to build weaith but then want them {0 go away
afier freedom came. Even after the Democrats took
over the state government in 1877, he managed o
retain his seat in Congress. Then he changed his
mind. He feit that too much had been lost. He spon-
sored a bill to pay boat passage for African-Ameri-
cans back to Africa. With great foresight, he spoke
out for women’s right to vote forty years before women
finally won that right. The Republicans failed to re-
nominate him in 1878. He spent his final years as an
AME Bishop out of the state.

Robert C. Delarge

Robert C. DeLarge, born in 1842 in Aiken, 5.C., was
enslaved at birth. As a young man he attended Wood
High School. Upon completion of his education, he
became an agent in the Freedmen’s Bureau. He
helped organize the Republican Party in South Caro-
lina. He became chairman of the platform commitiee
of the state Republican convention in May of 1867.

Debarge signed the Republican platform that called
for tax reform, court reorganization, and popular elec-
tion for all offices. The Republican platform included
welfare assistance, liberal immigration laws, and
funds for railroads and canals. A new land policy de-
signed to break down the large land monopolies and
to foster the divisions and sale of unoccupied land
was also a part of the platform. Under the new state
constitution, courts were restructured, and a new tax
system was designed..Funds were authorized to re-
build the railroads and canals and finance the sale of
some small piots of land to small framers. After the
constitutional convention, DeLarge moved from one
important position to another, He went from the South
Carolina House of Representatives to the office of
Land Commissioner and then to the U.S. Congress.
He won the election to Congress by less than a thou-
sand votes. The election was contested by his oppo-
nent Christopher Bowen, an independent Republican.
Delarge participated in the first session of Congress
hut did not function as a member of Congress during
the second session because he was occupied with
defending the right to keep his congressional seat.
During the lame duck third session, Congress and
the election committee took up Bowen’s challenge to
Del.arge. There were charges and countercharges
from both individuais. Bowen was accused of bribing

DeLarge’s lawyer to withhold vital evidence. Bowen

could have been disqualified for having already been
sworn in as a South Carolina legisiator and as the
sheriff of Charleston. There was also a charge of
bigamy against him. DelLarge was accused of hav-

- ing iflegal election managers, improperly tallied polls,

and of stuffing ballot boxes. The election committee
said that fraud and election irregularities had occurred
on both sides. & was impossible to determine who
had been elected, and the committee asked that the
House deciare the seat vacant for the rest of the term.
Del.arge was unseated by a voice vote of the House
and his seat was left vacant. After Delarge left the
Congress, he was named magistrate in Charleston.
He occupied that post untit his death of consumption
in 1874, ai the age of thirty-one.

Alonzo J. Roniser
Alonzo Baniser from Charleston was free before the
war. He was self-educated and had worked as a ship-




ping clerk. He was a rather modest and straight for-
ward person, but was extremely effective as a parlia-
mentarian in the meeting to select representatives
from Charleston to the 1868 constitutional conven-
tion, He was a reliable member of the Republican
party, serving as chairman of the state Republican
Executive Committee. In 1870, he was slected and
served as Lt. Governor. He succeeded Delarge as
Congressmen from South Carolina’s Second District,

Richard H. Gleaves

Richard H. Gleaves was a Northerner from
Pennsylvania. He moved to Beaufort after the Civil
War to enter business with Robert Smalls. In the State
Republican Convention of 1867, Gleaves was elected
convention president. He later served as trial justice,
commissioner of elections, and probate judge. From
1872 to 1877, he was Lieutenant Governor. He
resigned as Lieutenant Governor when Wade
Hampton became Governor in the disputed slection
of 1876. In 1880, he was appointed a U.S. Customs
inspector at the port of Charleston.

lustice Jonothan Jasper Wright

Justice Jonathan Jasper Wright was elected 1o the
South Carolina Senate in 1868 and as an Associate
Justice to the State Supreme Court in 1870. Wright
was born in Pennsylvania to a family of farmers. After
attending Lancasterian University in ithaca, New York,
he began teaching school. As was the custom of the
day for aspiring lawyers, he read law in a lawyer's
office. After completing his law studies, Justice Wright
was not permitted to stand for the Pennsylvania bar,
He joined the American Missionary Association and
moved to Beaufort {0 teach the freedmen. While in
Beaufort, he taught and dispensed legal advice.
Justice Wright was permitted to stand for the
Pennsylvania bar and became the first African-
American to pass the bar in Pennsylvania. On
September 23, 1868, he was admitted to the South
Carolina bar. He was elected to the South Carolina
Senate in 1868 and served until February of 1870 when
he was elected Associate Supreme Court Justice of
South Carolina. He was reelected to the Supreme
Court in 1874 and served untii December of 1877,
After Justice Wright left the South Carolina Supreme
Court, he established a law school at Claflin University
and served as a law professor from 1881-85. He
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suffered for several years from tuberculosis and died
at his home in Charlestor on February 18, 1885,

Francis L. Cardozo

Francis Cardozo was Secretary of State from 1868
to 1872 and State Treasurer from 1872 to 1877. He
was born free in Charleston in 1837, the son of a
Jewish father who was an economist and editor of a
Charleston newspaper and of a mother who was half
Indian and half African. Because he was bomn free,
he was able to attend a school in Charleston. As a
young man he was sent to Scotland to continue his
education. He was ordained a Presbyterian minister
and became the pastor of Temple Street
Congregational Church in New Haven, Connecticut.
In 1865, after the end of the Civil War, he was sent by
the American Missionary Association to Charleston
to work among the freedmen. He established a school
in Charleston that later became known as Avery
Institute. He was a representative o the 1868
constitutional convention. As chairman of the
educationat committee, he played an important part
in laying the foundation of the public schoof system of
the state. In the debate over public education at the
constitutional convention, a lengthy discussion was
held over the question of whether there should be
compulsory education and over whether the
integration of schools should be required. Cardozo
recommended that the schools be open and available
to afi children and that the parents should determine
which school their children would attend. The schools
could be separate, but if a child of one race was
desirous of atiending a school of the other race that
child should have the privilege of doing so. The
constitutional convestion stated, “All public schools,
colleges and universities in this state supported in
whole orin part by public funds shall be free and open
to all the children and youth of the state, without regard
to race or color” After Cardozo was elected State
Treasurer in 1872, many state officials were charged
with corruption, but Cardozo maintained a record of
integrity and helped carry out financial reforms. Under
the Redemption government in 1877, he was
convicted of conspiracy to defraud, a charge that later
historians agreed was potitically motivated, He was
pardoned by Governor Wade Hampton and moved to
Washington, D.C. In 1884, he became principal of
black schools in Washington, D.C. untii his death,
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Henry E. Hayne

Henry E. Hayne, a member of the Senate from 1868
fo 1872 and Secretary of Staie from 1872 (o 1878,
was born in Charteston in 1840. Unlike many of the
African-American legislators who were veterans of
the Union Army, Hayne was a Confederate veleran.
Hayne was also the first African-American to attend
the University of South Carolina (LUSC). He attended
USC Medical School while Secretary of State,

Thomas E, Miller

The last two African-Americans in Congress from
South Carolina were Thomas E. Miller and George
Washington Murray. Thomas Miller was born in
Ferrebee, South Carolina on June 17, 1849, His
parents were a free black couple, Richard Miller and
Mary Ferrebee. Miller weni to school in Charleston
and in Hudson, New York. He attended Lincoln
University in Chester County, Pennsylvania,
graduating in 1872, He studied law with at least two
prominent lawyers, and in 1875 he was admitied to
the bar and began the practice of law in Beaufort,
South Carolina. His first political office was that of
County School Commissioner. He was later elected
tothe §.C. House of Representatives from where he
advanced to the state Senate. Miller became the
Republican State Party Chairman in 1884, Mis hard
work for the Republican Party helped him capture the
Republican nomination for the congressional seat that
had been formerly held by Robert Smalls, When the
votes were counted, the white Demaocratic candidats,
William Elliott, had won by thirfeen hundred votes,
Miller appealed the decision to the U.S. House of
Representatives because the district was
predominately black and Republican, and he fel there
had been voting fraud. A vote was taken by the U.S.
House of Representatives to unseat Elliott and give
the seat to Thomas Miller. Miller won the vote 157 to
one. By the time Miller was seated, there was only a
week left before Congress recessed, so he had very
Hittle time to enjoy his victory and returned to Beau-
fort to campaign for the next election. In this election
Mitler won, but Elliott, who again was running against
him, challenged the count. Late in the year, the South
Carolina Supreme Court declared Elliott the winner,
Miller returmned to his law practice and was reelected
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to the South Carolina House of Representatives, He
and Hobert Smalls represented the Beaufort district
in the constitutional convention of 1895, They opposed
a provision of the constitution that added a new
criterion for voting. The provision reguired a voter to
read and write any section of the state constitution on
demand unless he could prove that he had paid taxes
on a minimum of $300 worth of property. This could
make it difficult for poor people t© vote, both black
and white. The following year, he helped to establish
the State Negro College that is now calied South
Carolina State University and became the first
president of the school. In 1910, he opposed the
election of Governor Coleman Blease, and the
governor requested that he resign from the presidency
of South Carolina State College. He later moved to
Philadelphia and died there in 1938.

George Waoshington Murray

George Washington Murray was the last of South
Carolina’s black legislators. Because of the election
dispute between Miller and Elliott, there was no
representative from the Beaufort district for two years,
Murray was elected {o the seat in 1892. He was born
in 1853 near Rembert, South Carclina, in Sumier
County to enslaved parents. At the end of the Civil
War he was a free but friendless orphan. He somehow
acquired enough education to teach school, but he
had never been in a schoolroom until he went there
as ateacher, Attwenty-one years of age, he qualified
through a competitive examination and enrolied in
University of South Carolina where he studied for two
years before the university closed, forcing him to
leave. He resumed’ feaching for the next fourteen
years along with farming. in 1888, he was the Sumier
county Republican Chairman. Two years later, he
became the customs inspector for the port of .
Charleston. In 1892, he ran for the U.8. Congress
and won. In the fail of 1884, the borders of his district
had been realigned to reduce the number of black
voters and to increase the number of white voters,
Murray lost to Wiliam Elliott by more than seventeen
hundred votes. Murray appealed the result, The
election committee found widespread flaunting of the
election law. Polls in three of four precincts mainly
those with large Republican majorities had not been
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opened. Blacks were denied registration certificates.
On June 4, 1889, the house voled 1o unseat Elliott
and give the district to Murray. In 1898, the
Republicans held two nominating conventions, When
a white man was nominated, Murray decided ¢ run
again, The two Republicans running for the seat
divided the party and the Democrat, William Eliiott,
was again sent back to the House. Murray set up a
real estate firm in Sumter. He falled to win election in
1898. He was later charged with fraud and moved to
Chicago in 1905, while his case was pending. in April
of 1926, South Carolina’s last black Reconstruction
member of Congress died in Chicago, Hiinois.

Stephen A. Swails

A number of the legisiators were veterans of the Civil
Wayr, having fought in the Union Army with the 54th
Massachusetts and with other units that fought in
South Carolina. Stephen A. Swails was a first ser-
geant in Company F of the 54th Massachuseits in-
fantry Regiment. The 54th Massachusetts was fa-
mous for the batile of Fort Wagner, where they lost
many men in an unsuccessiul attempt o take the forl.
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in the battle of Olustee, Swails received a citation for
his “coolness, bravery, and efficiency” He was also
the first African-American soidier to become a non-
commissioned officer in a Massachusetts regiment.
At the end of the Civil War, instead of returning 1o the
North, Swails remained in South Carolina and began
working for the Freedman’s Bureau as a schoot
teacher. Later, he served as a 5.C. Senator from
Williarsburg County and as President Pro-Temporary
of the Senate from 187210 1877. He also served as a
delegate to the constitutional convention of 1868. As
a state delegate of the Republican Party, he repre-
sented South Carclina at the National Republican Con-
vention. He became a trustee of the University of South
Carolina and attended law school.

Samuel J. lee

Samuel J. Lee was the first African-American to be-
come Speaker of the House of Representatives. l.ee
was born into enstavement in 1844 in Abbeville Dis-
trict on the plantation of Samuel McGowan. He ac-
companied his owner in the Confederate Army and
was wounded in the second batile of Bull Run. He
refurned to South Carolina after the war and was ad-
mitted to the practice of law in 1870. He was elected
to the South Carclina House of Representatives.
While Lee was Speaker of the House, he also be-
came Chairman of the Board of Trustees at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. As Chairman of the Board
of Trustees, he was instrumental in the admission of
African-Americans 1o the University of South Caro-
lina in 1870. The Board of Trustees of the University
made many changes to the University. The school
was opened to all races, and scholarships were made
available to students. A Normal School was estab-
lished to which women were admitted. Lee was a
general in the National Guard in charge of the unit in
Charleston. After he left the House of Representa-
tives, he moved to Charleston and practiced law until
his death in 1895.

Williom Beverly Nash

William Beverly Nash fits the description early histo-
rians had of black legisiators. He was ensiaved from
birth. He was tall, very dark, and did not appear 10
have any mixture of white blood. He worked at the
Hunt Hotel in Columbia as a waiter and bootblack. He
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had no formal education. Despite what many people
considered shoricomings, Nash became one of the
most powerful politicians in Richland County and in
the Republican Party. He was a state senator repre-
senting Richland County. As senator, he was the
Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. This
commitiee determined the order of legislation to be
voted upon. In the 1868 constitutional convention,
Nash spoke to the convention saying “We are not
prepared for this suffrage’ But we can learn. Give a
man tools and let him commence to use them and in
time he wili learn a trade. So, it is with voting. We may
not understand at the start, but in ime we shall learn
to do our duty.” As these new voters gained in experi-
ence, they soon learned that many white pubiic offi-
cials were no better gualified than they.

Policies of the Reconstructionist
State Government

The new government elected in 1868 tried 0 keep
many of the promises of the new constitution. Itfaced
two major problems. First, the staie had little money
available for anything. Second, whites who had foughi
against the Union opposed the new government ev-
ery step of the way. Neveriheless, many
African-American political leaders of this period had
great vision. The policies they attempted and the in-
stitutions they began are essential for South Carolina
today.

Public Education

In 1870, the legislature passed a law that attempted
to create a real statewide public school system. H set
up school districts with elected trustees for schools.
Funding was the major probiem. The state provided
a little money, but left most of the responsibitity to lo-
cal areas. As a result some areas had preity good
schools while others had poor ones. Yet despite all
the problems, by the time Reconstruction ended,
South Carolina had a system that included nearly
2,800 schools with just over 3,000 teachers. More
than 123,000 students attended, over 50,000 of whom
were whites.

African-American leaders were very moderate
in their demands. They even allowed separation of
the races in schools. Their moderation stands in stark




One-room school house. Many of the schools built to provide
public education were only one room schools. They were
crude at best and allowed to be segregated by race.
Unfortunately. for the greater part of the next 100 years, white
authorities did nothing to improve schools for
African-American childven. This example of a one-room
school house for African-American children was
phatographed near Summerville in 1938, Library of Congress
LC-USF34 50522,

conirast o the radical racism of many whites who
would drive them from power a few years later.

The principte of public education proved o be a
popular idea. In 1876 both parties, the Republicans,
who were mainly African-Americans, and the Demo-
crats, who were almost all whites, endorsed the idea
of public schools. Both wanted a statewide property
tax to support the schools. Although public schoois
had a very rough and shaky beginning in South Caro-
lina, African-Americans were in charge when the state
first created schools on a statewide basis, This was
a great contribution.

Higher Education

in 1869, the legislature granted a charter that created
Claflin College in Crangeburg. It was a private school
begun by Methodist Episcopal ministers. The charier
stated that no one would be refused admission be-
cause of “race, compiexion, or religious opinion.” The
reference to “complexion” was necessary because
over the years of enslavement, African-Americans
had begun to distinguish among themselves on the
basis of darkness of skin color. They had been taught
that lighter, or “prighter,” was better. A lighter skin
meant that more of one’s ancestors were white. This
was not necessarily so. Genetic chance can create
great differences in the skin color of people with iden-
tical ancestors. Of course, skin color has nothing ic
do with intelligence or character. Claflin's charter rec-
ognized and confronted this widely heid, yet mistaken,
idea. )

In addition to other courses of study, Claflin pro-
vided some legal training. it had one of the most able
jurists of the time as the chalr of its legal program.
Judge Jonathan Jasper Wright had been a justice on
the S.C. Supreme Court for seven years. White politi-
cal leaders forced him off the bench after the 1876
election. in 1881, he joined Claflin, where he remained
untit his death five years fater. We might say thai South |
Carolina’s loss was Claflin’s gain.

Claflin College played a role in the creation of
5.C. State College. in 1872, the state legislature cre-
ated the 8.C. Agricultural College and Mechanics In-
stitute in Orangeburg. Federal money from the land
grant college program funded it. lts 116-acre cam-
pus and experimgntal farm was located next to Claflin.
For a time its board met jointly with Claflin’s. Teach-
ers taught at both schools at the same time. When
the state reorganized the higher education system in
1878, both were simply calied Claflin College. For
many years they shared the same president.

The schools were not separated again until 1895.
At the 1895 constitutional convention, the few
African-American delegates were able to use whites’
own fears fo create a separate state-funded school.
Ciaflin was a church-run school, Whites saw North-
ern Methodists as too radical on racial matters. Play-
ing on this fear, black delegates were able to con-
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vince the white majority (o separate the schools. Sepa-
ration ended any possible Northern Methodist con-
trol. It also gave African-Americans their own state-
funded institution. State leaders gave the school the
awkward name of the Colored Normal, Industrial, Ag-
ricultural, and Mechanical College of South Carolina,
Professors had to be “Southern men and women of
the Negro race” From these beginnings, 5.C. State
University evolved.

Churches established two private schools in Co-
lumbia during Reconstruction. In 1871, the American
Baptist Home Mission Society created Benedict [n-
stitute. It s named for its original benefactor, Mrs.
Bethesda Benedict, who lived in Bhode Istand. Much
of the funding for the school, however, came from
African-American Baptists alt over South Carolina.
The driving force in raising these funds was its sec-
ond president, the Reverend lLewis Colby. Recogniz-
ing its growth, the legislature chartered the school in
1894 under its present name, Benedict College,

Next to Benedict is another church created
school, Allen University. This school began entirely
within the state. It started as Payne institute in 1871,
founded by the AME Church in Abbeville. In 1880,
the state church moved it to Columbia as Allen Uni-
versity. By the turn of the century, it consisted of two
farge brick buildings and thirieen African-American
faculty. it had given degrees to over 500 students.
Like Claflin College in Orangeburg, Allen also had a
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Claflin College’s Main Build-
ing in 1899. Reproduced from
Constance I3, Schulz, Ed., The
History of §.C. Shide Collec-
tion, slide 1-24 (Sandlapper
Publishing Company, 1989},
Library of Congress.

law program. Daniel Augustus Straker ran the law
classes. Straker had attended law school at Howard
University in Washington, D.C. in 1882, he came {0
Allen, where he earned the reputation as one of the
best lawyers in the state, even though he practiced in
couris that openly discriminated against his race.

For a few years during Reconstruction, what is
now the University of South Carolina in Columbia was
integrated. in 1873, an African-American student en-
tered the school. A number of white students and fac-
uity immediately left the school More
African-American students and facully came to the
school. Except for some white Northern professors,
all the whites left. When the Southern whites regained
control of state govérnment in 1877, they closed the
school down. Later they reopened it as an all-white
schootl.

To be sure, traditionally black colieges and uni-
versities did not have the resources of the white insti-
tutions. Yet they performed wonders with what they
did have. Many of the people you will read about who
made great contributions to both the state and the
nation received their education at one of these
schools.

Land Distribution

One of the first actions of the new legisiature elected
in 1868 was creating the 8.C. Land Commission, This
new agency was created 10 keep one of the most




important promises of the 1868 constitution. The com-
mission was 1o sei bonds and use the money to buy
land. Then the Commission was to divide the land
intc small farms and seli them to freedmen.

The Commission served its purpose. While in
business from 1868 to 1879, it soid smali farms 1o
about 14,000 African-Americans, They were poor
and began with almost nothing, but they heiped lay
the economic and social foundation for the civil rights
revolution that would come nearly 100 years iater.

Whites charged that the commission was hope-
lessly corrupt. Many history books say little else. That
a great deal of money was wasted and lost is true.
What white critics ignore is that a significant part of
the losses benefited white landowners. Corrupt white
and black “carpetbaggers” from the North did not just
steal the money. The commission bought most of the
land from white plantation owners who were unable
to make profits from it anymore. Given the general

poverty that existed, they would not have been able
to sell their land to anyone in a private sale. In addi-
tion, the land was ofien overpriced. For example, the
Land Commission bought land in what is now
Abbeville County for $10 an acre when the going price
was only $2 an acre. The white family that soid it
made five times what it was worth. The
African-Americans who bought it also received a ben-
efit as the commission never insisted that the buyers
pay the full $10 an acre, Of course, paying the differ-
ence was left to the government. Regardless, the state
did benefit in the long run. Unproductive land was trans-
ferred to people who made it productive. Those who
bought it became taxpaying citizens.

Life on the Land—Enduring Against the
Qdds

What did ali of these changes mean for average
African-Americans in South Carolina? For some it

(Top} Benedict College. Repro-
duced from Constance B. Schulz,
Ed., The History of 5.C. Slide
Collection, slide 1-20
(Sandlapper Publishing Com-
pany, 1989} Courtesy Howard
Woody, from the Howard Woody
Posteard Research Collection.
(Rottom} Allen Universitys
Chappelle Administration build-
ing in a 1922 photo by Richard
Roberts. The building was de-
signed by a well-known
African-American architect and
named after former school presi-
dent Bishop W.Ib. Chappelle. Re-
produced from Constance B.
Schulz, Ed., The History of 8.C.
Slide Collection, slide I-18
(Sandlapper Publishing Com-
pany, 1989). Courtesy of Rob-
erts family.
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meant little. White landowners gave them contracts
that turned them into “peons.” A peon is a person tied
to the land by debt. They were free in the sense that
they were no longer the property of whites, But they
still worked land that was not theirs. They stilf had to
endure miserable working conditions, They could not
escape. Under law, leaving was an attempt to avoid
paying a debt. If caught, authorities could piace them
in prison.

Sometimes landowners could lease such pris-
oners to work as convict fabor, For many there was
no escape other than death. This, of course, was true
of many poor whites as well as blacks. This situation
continued for nearly 100 years untit World War 1],
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(Top} A Fourth of July cel-
ebration on St. Helena Is-
land. Those African -Ameri-
cans who were able to ob-
tain fand on St. Helena Is-
fand kept it and passed it
down from one generation (o
the next. They built a strong
sense of community by help-
ing each ather. Here they
celebrate Independence Day
together as a contmunity,
Library of Congress
LC-USF33 30417-M1. (Bot-
tom} The first building of the
Penn School in an 1896 pho-
tograph. From the Penn
School Collection. Permis-
sion gramted by Penn Cen-
ter, Inc., St Helena Island,
S.C. In the Southern Histori-
cal Collection of the Manu-
scripts Department, Unjver-
siry of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, This picture can
also be seen in The History
of 5.C. Slide Collection,
(Sandlapper Publishing
Company, 1989) as slhide
1-3.
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History books often ignore what these changes
meant for those who were able to buy land. While
some of these people did fail and lose their land, many
others did not. Thousands of families endured, sur-
vived, and even thrived in some instances. What they
did against terrible odds is an often untold story, but
at the same time an important story. Letus look ata
few of the hundreds of places where the ignored story
can be found.

The Penn Cenfer and St. Helena Island

Alrican-Americans first began obtaining land in the
Beaufort area during the Civil War. When Northern
troops captured the area in 1865, the Army took the




Promised Land was established in 1870 with land bought
from whire landowners and sold to African-Americans. The
community remains today. Photo by Aimee Smith.

land. General William T. Sherman led the Northern
troops. The plantation owners, numbering just over
1,000, had fled. After a couple of years of confusion,
the government decided to seize the land and sell it
to cover unpaid taxes. The governmernt sold it to
Northerners and 1o some of the more than 32,000
African-Americans who had been enslaved there,

Missionaries and teachers soon began arriving
to help the new owners. This became known as the
Port Royal experiment. it was an experiment in the
sense that white Northerners wanted to see if
African-Americans were capable of supporting them-
selves in freedom. In a sense, Port Royal was a re-
hearsai for the Reconstruction policies the North fol-
lowed after the war,

Following the war, some of the former plantation
owners were able to get their land back.
African-Americans held onto some of it. The 5.C. Land
Commission sold some other land in the area to freed-
men. Freedmen bought additional land in private sales.
By 1890 African-Americans owned three out of ev-
ery four acres on St Helena Island.

One of the schools created by Northern Quaker
missionaries that lasted the longest was the Penn
School on St. Helena Island. In 1862, Ellen Murray
and Laura Towne came {0 begin the school, Ms, Towne
so fell in love with the area that she stayed the rest of
her life. The school gave a basic education o the
people of the island. it also served as a center of com-
munity life. It helped create a sense of community
and cooperation. Although farms were smali, the
people worked hard and survived, Residents built new
homes, added second floors, and replaced wooden
shuiters with glass windows. They even had vene-
tian blinds, small musical organs, and sewing ma-
chines. Northern visitors gave much of the credit to
the Penn School, but a great deal of credit should also
go o those who lived there.

Later on, the Penn Schoot became the Penn Cen-
ter. It continued to help the people of the Sea Islands.
The Penn Center also serves as a conference cen-
ter, Dr. Martin Luther King and other civil rights lead-
ers met there to plan strategy in the 1960s.

In the 1950s new problems began to arise for
the people of the Sea lslands. First, pollution dam-
aged the oyster beds that provided a living for the
residents. Many people left the area. Then in the
1980s, developers began to build goif courses and
luxury resoris. Property taxes rose. Many people
could not pay and lost their homes, The Penn Center
has responded to these problems by setting up the
Penn School for Preservation on St. Helena island.
This new school will teach leadership skills to area
residents. People will also learn how to work with gov-
ernment to protect the environment. Finally, the school
will train Sea Islanders for better jobs in the resort
industry.

Promised Land
Promised Land lies in what is now Greenwood County,
iust over the line from Abbeville County. This small
farming community came into being in 1870 when the
S.C. Land Commission offered for sale 700 acres in
small farms ranging from fifty to one hundred acres.
By the end of 1872, just under fifty families had bought
farms there. They called it Promised Land because
they had bought it for only $10 down with the promise
to repay the rest.

Promised Land was different from 5i. Melena
Istand in several ways. First, the African-Americans




in Promised Land had virtually no help from outsid-
ers. Once they obtained their land, they were on their
own, The close-knit community they created and
maintained was evidence of their own skill and inge-
nuity, Second, it was in the central part of the state
where there were relatively fewer people of their race.
Safety and securily was a greater problem for them.
Finally, Promised Land was much less well-known
and much fess studied by outsiders. This is partially
because of how they solved their security problem.
They lived quiet lives that minimized contact with
white society. As a resulf they were less likely to suf-
fer any aitack. Isolation was their best defense.
Allen Goode was one of the first settlers in Prom-
ised Land. He was active in the Republican Party in
the 1868 election, the first one in which
African-Americans were allowed to vote. Whites were
already trying to use force to prevent blacks from

exercising their rights. Goode was a target of this vio-
lence. On the day of the elaction, Goode was work-
ing as a precinct manager. When he tried fo stop some
white men from threatening voters, they shot him.
Though he survived, no one was ever arrested for
the crime. Two years later he brought two oxen, four
cows, six hogs, and a horse {0 Promised Land. He
was one of the wealthier new residents. Like Goode,
most of the other residents had lived in the area ali of
their lives. They chose {0 stay in order to be close to
family and friends.

The very first year Promised Land was settled,
the residents built a school. All the trustees of the
school fived in the community. Every child who was
not absolutely needed for work in the fields went to
school. About ninety children crowded into the
school’s only room. Thus began a iradition that stili

A store around 1865 that supplied freedmen with a few of the essentials they needed to survive in a rural economy. Repro-
duced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of S.C. Slide Collection, slide B-114 (Sandlapper Publishing Company,
1989). Courtesy of Beaufort County Library,
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exists. A sociology professor at Lander College no-
ticed in the 1970s that students from Promised Land
seemed to work harder than other students in her
classes. The children of Promised Land were expected
and still are expected to get a good education.

The farmers of Promised Land were wise in pian-
ning their crops. Rather than borrow money to buy
fertilizer for cash crops like cotton, they grew only a
little cotton. Instead, they grew most of what they
needed o survive. They grew vegetables like beans,
peas, sweet potatoes, and com. They used some of
the corn to feed the livestock. This way they did not
have to buy very much from the store. They avoided
debt. This also helped keep them isolated from whites.

The genius of this kind of farming was that it kept
them from getting trapped in the “crop lien” system
that destroyed so many other farmers, both black and

white. Once in debt, farmers were forced to grow more
cash crops to pay that debt. Unfortunately, the
worn-out soi rarely produced enough cotton to offset
the cost of fertilizer and food for the famiiy. The more
cotton farmers grew, the more fertilizer they needed,
because cotton was particutarly hard on the soil.
Peopie caught in that trap often lost their iand. The
farmers of Promised Land and their peers in other
piaces were smart enough to avoid that trap. They
did not get rich, but they endured. They kept their land
for their children. They made it possibie for the next
generation to be a little betier off.

Rebuilding Families
One of the most cruel aspects of enslavement was

what it did to families. Being “soid down the river,
separated mothers from children and fathers from

A photo taken about 1866 of elderly African-dmericans who had just escaped enslavement. Many of them, no doubt, never
learned what happened to their families. Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of 5.C. Slide Collection,
slide G-73 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989}, From the Penn School Collection, permission granted by Penn Center,
Inc., St Helena Island, S8.C.
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mothers. [t fore people away from those who loved
them. Following emancipation and for years after, Af-
rican-Americans tried to locate family members, While
some did find their lost relatives, many never did. A
whole generation of people searched uniii the end of
their lives. All we have left today of those desperate
efforts are old newspaper advertisements. in
African-American newspapers until the early 19800s,
one can find ads placed by those who were “sold
away” when young. They wanted to locate a long-lost
tather, sister, mother, or brother. They typically ended
the ads saying that any information would be kindly
received. Indeed it would,

Some husbands and wives who were forcibly
separated found each other again after the Civil War,
Even this good fortune was bittersweet, because they
often were not free 1o return to each other. Thinking
they would never see their first spouse again, they
had remarried. What remains of those thousands of
stories of heartache are letters. The words in those
letters speak of undying love. Obligations to new fami-
lies forced that love to remain distant. Is if possible for
us to remember such great sadness after all those
years?

Many freed from the chains of enslavement were
now free fo have a real marriage. Mass weddings
took place. Hundreds of couples said their marriage
vows all together at the same time with a real minis-
ter. Others registered with justices of the peace so
that their marriages would be legal. African-Americans
wanied nothing more than to become a part of soci-
ely. They were sager to follow the rules of this new
free society.

The 1876 Election
Most histories mark the 1876 slection as the end of
Reconstruction. The Democrats won after rallying
around Wade Hampton as their candidate for gover-
nor. The Bemocrats did indeed win, but they may have
won without having the most votes, The *win” was
mainly the result of fraud, violence, physical threats,
disorganization among the Republicans, and the
Union puiling out troops who offered some protection
o African-American Republicans.

Each eiection from 1868 till 1876 was marked
by a great deal of violence. Even before the first elec-
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Monument to B.E Randolph, who was murdered for exercis-
ing his constitutional rights. He was but one of thousands
who guve their lives for the political rights we all have to-
day. The caption reads “In memoriom B. F. Randolph late
staie senator for Orangebnrg Connty and Chairman Repub-
lican State Central Commiitee who died at Hodges Station,
Abbeville County at the hands of assassins on Friday, Octo-
ber 16, 1868, Phota by Aimee Simith.

tion ook place In which African-Americans could vote,
whites used violence. Benjamin F. Randolph was a
college-educated African-Ametican minister who
fought in the Union Army. After the war, he came fo
South Carolina. The Republican Party elected him
as their chair and as a presidential elector for the 1868
election. He supported integration in the new public
school systern, He understood the future, saying that
“we are laying the foundation for a new structure here.
We must decide whether we shall ive together or not”
The answer of radical whites was “not!” They am-
bushed him and shot him to death while he was cam-
paighing in Abbeville County,




This was far from the only such incident. White
radical Democrats formed groups called “rifle clubs.”
The purpose of the so-called "clubs” was officially sup-
posed to be social. Their leaders openly admitted that
they were actually political. They existed to infimi-
date and, if necessary, fo kill Republican voters and
supporters. This was called the *Edgefield Policy” be-
cause it was planned by ex-Confederate General M.
W. Gary of Edgefield County. The Ku Klux Klan was
a secret group that also used violence. Political ac-
tivity was a most risky business for Bepublicans or
African-Americans. Despite these efforis,
African-Americans organized and voted. With the sup-
port of the state government, they formed militias fo
protect themselves. The Union Army troops that were
stifl in the state gave them a little additional protec-
tion,

In the years before the 1878 election, the Re-
publican Party began to fall apart. The problem cen-
tered around Governor Chamberlain, a white Repub-
fican who had come South after the war in hopes of
becoming a planter but entered politics instead. He
lost the trust of many African-Americans because of
his efforts to appease white Democrats.

The 1878 election was marked by even more
violence than previous elections. One of the worst
incidents took place near Aiken in the little town of
Hamburg a few months before the election. 1t is called
the Hamburg Massacre. Two whites had a disagree-
ment with an African-American miliia unit that was
drifling in the road. The disagreement concerned the
simple matter of allowing the whites to pass by. The
militia allowed the white men to pass.

Afterwards, the white men compiained to alocal
judge and alarmed other whites. About 200 whites from
a number of rifie clubs showed up armed with rifles
and a cannon. The whites demanded that the African-
American militia turn over their weapons. The militia
refused and stayed in their barracks. The whites at-
tacked. One attacker was kilied. Then the whites
opened fire with the cannon and drove the militia out.
The attackers captured a number of the militia mem-
bers. They chose five of their prisoners, lined them
up, and shot them.

After this battie, African-American leaders

pleaded with President Grant to send additional fed-
eral troops to stop this kind of violence. Grant sent
troops three weeks before the election. Then Presi-
dent Grant ordered that the “rifle clubs” disband. They
did, but after a short time they reformed with new
names like the Mounted Basebail Club or the Mother's
Littie Helpers.

The 18786 election was one of the most corrupt
elections in American history. Some of the worst fraud
took place in South Carolina. Both sides were guilty
of breaking the rules. Available evidence suggests
that the white Democrats probably were better at it.
Edgefield and Laurens Counties both counted more
votes for the Democrats than the number of whites
who lived there.

At the beginning of 1877, both Democrat Wade
Hampton and Republican Governor Chamberlain
claimed victory. The difference was that Hampton
had more firepower behind him, and the Republicans
were not as well-organized. This was mainly
Chamberiain’s fault. In an effort to appease whites,
he had disarmed many African-American militia units
and had turned over weapons {o white rifle clubs. By
the time the election took place, the official miitia was
ouigunned. The only thing that saved the Republi-
cans was the presence of the U.S. Army.

After the election, two sets of legislators also
claimed victory. They formed two separate General
Assemblies. When both managed to gain eniry into
the capitol building, they met at the same time. Nei-
ther was willing to ieave. They feared that ieaving
would turn control over to the other. Both governors
issued orders. Court fights took place over which
orders were legal. This went on for several months.

Then a political deal at the national level destroyed
the only chance the Republicans had. The presiden-
tial election had also been in dispute. Several states,
including South Carolina, had two sets of resulis. The
Southern Democrats made a deal with Northern Re-
publicans. They would aliow Republican Rutherford
B. Hayes to become president and Hayes would with-
draw federal troops. This was done on Apri 10, 1877.
Chamberlain resigned, and the Democrats took over
the legislature. Reconstruction was over.




Losing Political Rights

With controi of the state government and no military
force to oppose them, white Democrats couid do as
they pleased. They used threats and fraud to easily
win the 1878 and 1880 elections. Then they began to
find legal ways to take away constitutional rights. In
1882 they used the Eight Box Law. This created a
separate ballot box for each office. Voters who couid
not read the labels, or who were misdirected, and put
their votes in the wrong box would not have their votes
count. Whites passed restrictive registration faws that
allowed local registrars to cross names off the
records.

This was done despite Wade Hamptony's prom-
ises that he wouid protect the political rights of
African-Americans. He could not control the radical
whites who took over state government. Ben Tiliman
was their teader. Tillman and his followers were not
satisfied to just reduce the number of African-Ameri-
cah votes. They wanted to completeily eliminate all
African-American votes.

The Convention of 1895—Six

Lonely Voices

At the 1895 constitutional convention, Tillman and
his followers did eliminate aimost all African-American
votes. They created barriers that would take half a
century o break down. The idea was to create sev-
eral ways to exclude voters who were likely to be
African-Americans. if one way did not work, perhaps
another would.

How did these barriers work? if you wanted to
vote, you had {0 be a resident of the state for two
years and of the county for one year. You also had to
pay poll taxes six months in advance. This eliminated
many migrant workers and sharecroppers who moved
around a lot. You had to pass a literacy test. Local
officials ran the test so they could choose who passed
and who did not. Because poor whites feared that this
might eliminate their votes, the convention added pro-
visions that couid be used to protect them. You couid
bypass the literacy test in one of two ways. First, you
were exempt if you had property worth at least $300.
Second, you woulid be exempt if you could satisfy
jocal officials that you understood the Constitution
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when a local official read it to you. If you were Afri-
can-American, you wouid most certainly have a hard
time satisfying a white local official that you under-
stood what he was reading. You might obtain a copy
of the South Carolina Constitution and try this. in ad-
dition, the local election official could eliminate you i
you did not supply proof that you had paid all your
taxes for the past year. For good measure, you could
lose your right to vote for conviction of any of a long
fist of minor crimes.

Present at the convention were six rather lonely
African-Americans. Five of them were from the Beau-
fortarea: Robert Smaiis, Thomas Miller, William Whip-
per, James Wigg, and isaiah Reed. The sixth, Robert
Anderson, was from Georgetown. They all spoke
bravely against what the convention was doing. They
pointed with pride to what African-Americans had
accompiished. They challenged the notion of white
supremacy. They even challenged the whites to pass
a fair literacy test, arguing that doing so would give
whites only a slim majority. Aithough they were out-
numbered and iost, they did convince a few whites to
vote against the restrictions.

Most delegates agreed with a white from Berke-
ey County. According to the official journal of the
convention, he bluntly said that “we don’t propose o
have any fair elections. . .the black man is learning to
read faster than the white. . .make it fair and you'll see
what'll happen?” It was not to be fair for a long time.

Reconsidering History

Generations of white and black South Carolina school
children have read history books that toid them how
terrible Reconstruction was. Reconstruction was said
to be the cause of the slow recovery of the state from
the Civil War. The books blamed Yankee carpetbag-
gers and African-Americans who were described as
too ignorant for the political power they had. This ver-
sion of history increased white prejudice. it also en-
couraged African-Americans fo think poorly of them-
selves.

‘The truth is quite different. 7o be sure, there was
corruption. Much of it can be blamed on white Re-
publicans who came South to exploit the situation.
However, a number of modern historians, white and




black, have shown that many African-American po-
fitical jeaders during Reconstruction acted with wis~
dom, vision, and great restraint. One can compare
the actions of white immigrants who had gained power
in cities of the North with freed blacks in the South
during Reconstruction. The African-Americans acted
at least as responsibly as white Northern immigrants.

In fact, one historian argues that if there is fauit, it is
that African-Americans gave in too easily. They
should have fought back harder.

Yet, despite the failure of African-Americans o
keep political power, they left us important political
institutions. Things like public schools, property rights,
and the right to elect leaders help ali of us.
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The period between the end of Reconstruction in 1877
and the middle 1800s was not a happy time for South
Carolina. While some economic growth took place,
the state lagged behind the rest of the nation. Political
and economic leaders failed to provide many oppor-
tunities for peopie to better themselves. Politics cen-
tered around racial hatred. Poiiticians did not cam-
paign on any realistic economic programs that might
improve life in the state. Rather, they used the tactics
of demagogues. That is, they won votes mostly by
appealing to white prejudice and fear. This made the
period especially hard for African-Americans.

At the same time, this was an important period
for African-Americans in the state. It paved the way
for positive changes that wouid begin to surface in
the 1940s. A minimal amount of wealth and prosper-
ity were needed before any civil rights movement could
start. Generations of people struggled to build that
little bit of wealth in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
The struggle was generally very quiet. 1t took place
every day in fields and modest schools and small
businesses all over the state. This chapter tells the
story of that struggle.

Coping with Discrimination
What were African-Americans to do after losing the
political rights for which so many people died in the
Civil War? Many decided to stay, ignore politics, and
do the best they could through hard work and seif-help.
Others decided to leave. They sought opportunity
wherever they could find it. That pioneering spirit took
African-Americans from South Carolina to states al
over the nation and to nations ail over the world.
The Reverend Richard Carroll was one of the
strongest voices for hard work and self-help. A native
of Barnwell County, he was born just before the Civil

War. He was one of the many African-American iead-
ers in the staie who attended Benedict Coliege. While
at Benedict he developed his speaking skills. During
the Spanish-American War, he served in the miitary
as a chaplain. Historians regard Carroll as South
Carolina’s version of Booker T. Washington because
both had similar messages. Whites were willing 1o
listen to Carroll because he never asked for social or
even legal equality. All he asked was for his people
to be given a chance to work hard and increase the
wealth of the state.

Other African-American leaders found fault with
Carroil. They felt he asked for too little. The Reverend
John Adams of Columbia argued in speeches that
problems such as poor living conditions resuited from
white attitudes and freatment. He felt that Carroll placed
too much blame on African-Americans. Despite these
criticisms, Carroll was a powerful voice for
African-Americans in the period around the turn of
the century.

Carroll's message to African-American audi-
ences had two main parts. First, he spoke of seli-
improvement through strong self-discipline and edu-
cation. He felt that African-Americans had to prove
their worth to whites. Second, he urged his audi-
ences to “go to the farm” Whites could have the
cities and factories. On the farm, African-Americans
could be productive. Farm life also had the advan-
tage of minimizing contact with whites.

We will look at each of these two ideas. First, let
us fook at seif-help through education.

Educational Self-Help

After Reconstruction, African-Americans had a diffi-
cult time finding any public education. For fifty years
after the Civil War, only one public school in Colum-
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bia accepted African-Americans. This was Howard
Schoolopenedin 1867. It served children of all grades
until 1816.

Columbia’s second public school for
African-Americans, Booker T. Washington High
School, was openedin 19168, This school was one of
the few in South Carolina to be accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schoo!s. It was
the only public high school for Columbia's
African-Americans until 1948, Because
African-Americans had so few opportunities to get
an education anywhere in the state, some families
even moved to Columbia. Others boarded their chil-
dren with Columbia families. Graduates include many
famous people, such as National Teacher of the Year
Fannie Phelps Adams, J. C. Caroline, who broke Red
Grange’s football records, heart specialist Dr. Edwin
Cooper, Gilroy Griffith, one of the first executives hired
by NBC, and Judge Matthew Perry. Civil rights activ-
ist Modjestka Simkins taught there for awhile, as did
two children of photographer Richard Roberts, whose
work you see throughout this book.

Booker T. Washington High School provided
more than just an education to African-Americans. It
became a “cultural center” for the African-American
community, in the words of one of its graduates, Op-
erettas and concerts were performed there. The John
Work Chorus, named for the director of the Fisk Jubi-
lee Singers, provided a musical outlet for the students.
The school required every tenth, eleventh and twelfth
grader to sing in this chorus. People came from miles
around to hear the 400 to 500 students sing spirituals
at the yearly concert. Teachers took attendance for
this important event, Girls were required to dress in
white, and boys wore blue pants, white shirts, and
dark ties.

Booker T. Washington High School closed in
1974. As a result of integration, African-American
children were now able to attend schools throughout
Columbia. The University of South Carolina bought
the campus and turned it into the Booker T. Washing-
ton Center. Today it is a center for medical research,
drama, and early chiidhood education.

Many of the graduates of Booker T. Washington
were determined that the school should not be forgot-
ten. With the help of the Columbia Panhellenic Coun-
cil, they formed the Booker T. Washington Founda-
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tionin 1974, it may have been the first organization of
its kind. The Foundation helps to keep the memory of
the school alive in the community for young people,
many of whose families attended for several genera-
tions. Every year, the alumni hold a banquet to honor
former faculty and students. At least ten scholarships
are awarded each year. Many classes also hold their
reunions at this time. In addition, over one hundred
former students come together annually and sing at
the Koger Center in Columbia. The Foundation has
also attempted to preserve the trophies and other
memorabilia from the school. Eventually they hope to
display these in a museum.

Although educational opportunities were limited,
Columbia was better than most other places in the
state. Before World War |, most African-Americans in
the state had no access o any high school.

As a result, self-heip was the only answer. Hard
working people founded a number of private schoois
to educate African-Americans. These schools edu-
cated many of the individuals mentioned throughout
this book. African-American colleges ran elementary
and secondary schools that educated others. Although
we will describe only a few of the private schools,
there were a number of others scattered around the
state. These include Laing High School in Mt. Pleas-
ant, Brainerd Institute in Chester, Friendship Normal
and Industrial Institute in Rock Hill, Mather School in
Beaufort, Lancaster Normal and Industrial School in
Lancaster, Avery Institute in Charleston, and Coulter
Academy in Cheraw. Church sponsorship helped
most of the schools open.

Atits peak in the 1830s and 1940s, Mather Acad-
emy served 200 students. The United Methodist
Church founded it in 1887. Sarah Babcock, a white
teacher from the North, had taught African-American
children in Camden after her arrivalin 1867. She bought
property on which to locate the growing school. After
she returned North to be married to the Rev. James
Mather, she continued heér interest in the school. Be-
cause she knew mary important people through her
church, she was abie to help. At first, only whites
taught at Mather Academy, but over the years, both
blacks and whites became teachers at the school.
They worked for very little pay. Former students have
said that attending a school with an integrated staff
helped. It prepared them for a world where they would




have o live and work with all kinds of people. Lo-
cated in Camden, Mather was the oniy
African-American secondary school in South Caro-
lina to be accredited at that time. Many of its gradu-
ates, such as Congressman Jim Clybum, went on to
become successful professionals.

Asg public schools began to improve, enroliment
dropped in private schools. Many closed or became
part of the public education system in the 1950s.
Mather outlasted most others. In 1983, the Methodist
Church decided that the school had accomplished its
purpose. They closed Mather Academy and put the
property up for sale. However, the property was not
soid, and the buildings began to deteriorate. In 1993
the buildings were torn down. The cost of renovations
was too great. Mather Academy is now just a memory
in the hearts of its many graduates. Several weeks
after Mather Academy was torn down, the state gov-
ernment formed the South Carolina African-American

Heritage Council. The purpose of the Council is to
preserve properties that are of historical importance
to African-Americans.

In a time when few professions were open to
African-Americans, Bettis Academy, located in the
small town of Trenton in Edgefield County, trained
teachers. About three-fourths of its graduates became
teachers. In turn, they educated other young
African-Americans. The Rev. Alexander Bettis
founded Bettis Academy in 1881. Formerly enslaved,
Bettis couid not read or write. Bettis organized a group
of people to raise money o educate themselves.
Cnce they had collected $300, Bettis convinced the
group to jook beyond themselves. So they built a
school.

Bettis Academy began as an industrial school.
What this means is that beyond basic reading and
writing, it taught trades and crafts, such as carpentry
or bricklaying. Gradually, the school added other

Many private schools were built and run with the help of African-Americans in Sowuth Carolina because public schools were
so poor. Beitis Academy in rural Edgefield County was one such school. This is one of the buildings on its campus that
remains today. Courtesy, Aiker Standard. 1993 photo by Ginny Southworth.

LFE Arrer REcONSTRUCTION @3




courses. These included cooking, home health care,
typing, and cosmetoiogy.

Eventually, Bettis Academy served children from
first grade through the first two years of college. Gradu-
ates speak warmly of the “nurturing” environment they
found at an all-biack school in those days. Bettis grew
until it had nearly 1,000 students. its well-known gradu-
ates include AME Bishop Fred James.

Bettis Academy closed in 1952 when South
Carolina began to provide a public education for
African-Americans. The county government turned the
land where it stood into a park. The faciiities inciude
softhall, soccer, and football fields, as well as a picnic
area, jogging track, tennis, and basketball courts,

Francis L. Cardozo, an African-American who
had taught school in the North, founded Avery Nor-
mal Institute. After several name changes, the school
was named for a Philadelphia minister, Reverend
Avery. He left the school enough money to make a
permanent location possibie. Opened in 1867 at this
site in Chariesion, the school became well-known
across the couniry. it provided an education from
kindergarten through high school. It was also a *nor-
mal” school. This means it trained teachers. The schoot
offered an impressive range of courses. They included
politics, economics, literature, foreign language, math,
accouniing, history, philosophy, and physiclogy, as
well as basic education and teacher-training courses.
it taught teachers, who in turn taught generations of
African-Americans in Charlesion.

The Congregational American Missionary As-
sociation ran the school. In 1947, it became part of
the public school system. The school closed in 1954,
The Avery Research Center for African-American His-
tory and Culture is located on its site today.

When Martha Schofield, a white teacher on St.
Helena Island, became sick in 1868, she decided to
move to Aiken. There she founded the Schofield Nor-
mal and Industrial School. its industrial courses in-
ciuded blacksmithing and shoemaking. In addition
Schofield trained professionals. One of its most fa-
mous graduates was Dr. Matiida Evans, who became
South Carolina’s first native-born African-American
woman doctor. In 1938, Schofield became a high
school. Because of its “semi-public” status, it charged
no tuition. 1t officially became a public school in 1950.
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After school desegregation, Scholfieid became one
of Aiken County’s middle schools.

A number of individuals made important contri-
butions in the field of education in the years after Re-
construction. The number of African-American teach-
ars in the stale tripled between 1876 and 1900, These
people, taught by the Reconstruction generation and
white missionaries from the North, went on {0 edu-
cate the children who grew up in a new century. in
some cases being an educator was a stepping stone
to further accompiishments. There were thousands,
but we only have space for a few of their stories.

Bornin Georgia in 1878, Elizabeth Evelyn Wright
was the seventh of twenty-one children. As a child
she attended a school which met only three months a
year. School terms were often quite short in those
days. She went to college at Tuskegee despite her
poor health. She left college in 1892 to teach in Hamp-
ton County, South Carolina. She returned to com-
plete her college degree and graduated in 1894. She
came back to Hampton County to build a school. She
faced much opposition from both biacks and whites.
African-Americans had no hope that she couid do it,
despite the help offered her by a Maryland judge.
Whites bumed down the building where school was
to be held. They destroyed lumber bought to build a
new school. She raised money to buy new building
materials by speaking at churches in Hampton and
Colleton Counties. Cften she had to walk twenty miles
a day. When the owner of the property she had se-
lected for a school decided not to sell, she had to
start over again. Another teacher, Jessie Dorsey,
helped her search for a new schooi site. Eventually
she chose a site in Denmark. With the heip of some
whites there, she bought the fand. In 1887, the Den-
mark industrial School was organized. The name was
changed to Voorhees industrial School in 1802, in
honor of a contributor. Today Voorhees is a college.

As African-Americans gained an education,
they needed access to books. Susan Dart Butler, who
was born in 1889, helped make that possibie. She
opened a free library for African-Americans in Charies-
ton. - She started the fibrary in her own home in 1927
and paid ail expenses involved. As a result of her work,
the Charleston Committee of the Southern Commis-
sion on Interracial Cooperation became interested. it




A View of Room #2, 1900, by Arthur L. MacBeth. A silver gelatin print reproduced with permission of South Caroliniana Library.
From “Conflict and Transcendence: African-American Art in South Carolina,” organized by the Columbia Museum of Art.

helped to establish the Dart Hall Branch of the Charles-
ton County Free Library for African-Americans in 1931.
Butler died in 1959.

William A, Sinclair wore many hats. His personal
experience taught him about injustice. He was born
in enslavement in 1858 in Georgetown. Along with
his mother, he was sold away from his father. After
Emancipation, he returned to Georgetown to live with
his father. He attended pubiic schools and studied at
Ciaflin and the University of South Carolina. With the
end of Reconstruction, his studies at the University
of South Carolina ended. A lynch mob murdered his
father. So he left the state to study at Howard Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C. He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree and a theological degree. After briefly attending
Andover Theological Seminary, he worked for the
American Missionary Association. He decided 1o at-

tend medical school and earned a degree from
Meharry Medicai College. A man of many talents, he
served as financial secretary of Howard University
from 1888 to 1903, During this time he entered the
struggle for racial justice. He helped create the
NAACP in 1909. Returning to Georgetown, he be-
came principal of the public school. There he helped
educate another generation. He was one of the few
men of his time who emphasized the contributions of
African-Americans in heiping the North win the Civil
War. He was also one of the few who saw Recon-
struction as a kind of golden age in which people tried
to achieve equality. All his life he spoke out against
racial segregation. Sadly, he did not live 1o see much
change. He diedin 1926,

Janie Gliymph Goree became both an educator
and a politician. She was bomn {0 a sharecropper fam-
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ily in 1921 in Newberry County. Because the family
had nine children, fife was difficult. She had {o pick
cotton o pay for transporiation costs to atiend school.
Her teachers recognized her ability but she could not
afford coltege even after winning a scholarship. By
working as a maid, she earned enough money to go
to college at Benedicl. She graduated at the top of her
class in 1948.

For the next thirty-three years, Goree taught high
school math in Union. Along the way she earned a
masters degree. She was always generous with her
time. Aduits learned reading from her. Her church
could always count on her help. She also played an
active and hisioric role in local politics. She held of-
fice as amunicipal judge. In 1978, she ran for mayor
of Carlisle and was elected. This made her the first
fernale African-American mayor in South Carolina. As
mayor, she traveled to the White House and all over

the worid. Many groups gave her awards. She has
been active in many professional groups like the Na-
tional Conference of Black Mayors and the World
Conference of Mayors. Both as a teacher and as
mayor, she opened doors for two generations of
African-Americans.

Although African-American schools received fittle
help from the state, sometimes private individuals
helped schools flourish. 1n 1908, Anna T. Jeanes do-
nated $200,000 to add industrial education to
African-American schools. The Jeanes Foundation
began in Virginia as an experimental program that
eventually spread io sixieen other states. The first
Jeanes Supervisor was Virginia Randoiph, an
African-American teacher in Henrico County, Virginia.
By the 1950s, over 500 Jeanes Supervisors worked
in counties all over the South helping and supervising
teachers.

Painting of a tenant farm near Summerville. Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of 8.C. Stide Collection,
stide D-1 (Sandlapper Publishing Company, 1989}, Courtesy of S.C. State Museum,




Jufia Berry became South Carolina’s first Jeanes
Supervisorin 1912, We know little about her work. in
1913, U.5. Gallman became a supervising industrial
teacher in Newberry County. He focused on indus-
trial and agricultural education and on sanitation.
Jeanes Supervisors worked with the State Agenis
for Negro schools. By 1847, there were thirty-seven
Jeanes Supervisors in South Carolina.

Jeanes Supervisors took a highly individualistic
approach to their work. They tried to help the schools
in every way possible. At first they worked to de-
velop a relationship with the community. The Super-
visors helped build and repair schools, handied health
problems, and did anything else that was needed.
Although they seemed more like social workers at
times, they helped teachers improve their teaching.
Gradually, the focus changed from community to edu-
cational services, They sponsored many programs,
including reading workshops, children’s art exhibits,
and in-service programs for teachers,

Agricultural Self-Help

Making a living on the farm was hard in South Caro-
lina. One of the greatest barriers 10 prosperity for
both black and white farmers was the country store.
These stores almost always charged very high prices
for goods of very low guality. They frequently cheated
farmers. Cheating was hard to fight, especiaily when
black farmers had to deal with white store owners, i
there was a dispute, white judges, wries, and white
sheriffs always backed up white merchants,

The only way to win was to avoid buying from
white merchants. Many African-Americans were sub-
sistence farmers who bought iittie. The more things
you made and grew for yourself, the less you had to
buy.

Other farmers were abie to deal with African-
American store owners. However, African-Americans
ran only a few stores. in 1880, African-Americans
owned only about fifty of the more than 4,500 stores
in the state. Doing business was difficuit when you
had to depend on whites for your supplies. If you
complained about a bill or the quality of goods deliv-
ered, you could be cut off from any more suppiies. If
you took your complaint to court, you had o depend

on white judges and juries to treat you fairly. Either
way you were likely 10 lose. Even so0, the number of
African-Americans in business grew during the late
1800s. By 1900, the number grew tenfold to nearly
500. In the little farming community of Promised Land,
two families opened stores to serve their neighbors.
The Baptists in the community paironized one store.,
Methodist families gave their business o the other.
African-Americans made several attempts o by-
pass the small country store entirely. Even stores
run by fellow African-Americans had the problem of
having to buy their supplies in smail amounts. Buy-

Grinding corn around 1910 as had been done back on the
plantation. New fechnology came slowl. From the Penn
School Collection, Permission granted by Penn Center; Inc.,
St. Helena Island, S.C. In the Southern Historical Collection
of the Manuscripts Department, University of North Caro-
ling, Chapel Hill. This picture can also be seen in The His-
tory of 8.C. Slide Collection (Sandlapper Publishing Com-
paiy, 1989} as slide D-13.




ing in small volume meant higher prices for the mer-
chant and the customer. Sadly, few of these efforts
had much success because of white tear and oppo-
sition, in the late 1880s, the Cooperative Workers of
America tried to organize in secret. They tried to set
up cooperative stores. They saved money by joining
forces and buying supplies in large volume. Threals
by whites soon ended that effort.

About ayear later, the Colored Farmers’ Alliance
began organizing in the state. This was a paraliel or-
ganization to the white Farmers’ Alliance that was
growing across the rest of the South. This ime meet-
ings were open and did not arocuse as much white
fear. John D. Norris was a school feacher who worked
as an organizer for the group. in an 1889 speech he
listed the purposes of the group. They were to teach

Robert Shaw Wilkinson, second 8.C. State College president,
1911-1832, Willinson promoted farm and home agents working
in local communities across the state. Couwrtesy S.C. State Mu-
sewmt, the S5.C. Posteard Archive, South Caroliiana Library,
USC.
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patriotism, respect for the law, and love of home, to
help the poor, to promote education, to improve farm-
ing methods, and to encourage members to be better
husbands and wives. Norris carefully noted that po-
litical power was not a goal. By 18980 the group had
30,000 members in South Carolina and printed a
newspaper. However, the group began to dissolve a
year later. It tried to organize a strike by cotton pick-
ers. The sirike falled. Members began to lose faith
and dropped out. Within a-few years the white Farm-
ers’ Alliance met the same fate.

Despite these failures, seif-help efforts contin-
ued. The professor of agricuiture at the state college
in Orangeburg went around the state creating Col-
ored Farmers’ institutes. His idea was to improve
methods used by farmers. For example, the insti-
tutes taught farmers how to make their own fertiliz-
ers. This made them less dependent on country
stores. -

About the same time, A. E. Hampton began the
Colored Agricultural and Mechanical Assoclation in
Columbia. This group spread the idea of holding agri-
cultural fairs for African-Americans. The main pur-
pose was educational. Displays and exhibits faught
those attending about better practices in many areas.
They tearned more about raising pouliry, how to plant
and cultivate crops, and how to make what they grew
into products 1o sell and use in the home. They pro-
moted self-sufficiency. This was important. The more
seif-sufficient they were, the less they went into debtL

Soon African-American farmers were holding
fairs in counties alt over the state. Although educa-
tion was the major long term benefit, those who came
did have fun. Fairs held all kinds of races, from bi-
cycles to sack races. Local bands competed in mu-
sical contests that included both marching and play-
ing. Despite lives that were very hard, people couid
smile and have fun.

By 1900, African-Americans owned or operated
more than half the farms in South Carotina. However,
they were mostly smaller than farms owned or oper-
ated by whites. Even though African-Americans only
controlled twenty-seven percent of ali the farmland,
they used the land well. With only twenty-seven per-
cent of the land, they produced thirty-nine percent of
all farm goods. These were hard working people.




(Above) Advertisement from
an African-American news-
paper, The Society Hill
News on April 15, 1910 for
a county fair. The emphasis
on self-improvement is clear.
Courtesy of the Barlington
County Historical Commis-
sion. (Lefl} A scenc from the
Richland County Colored
Fair sometime in the 1920s
in o photo by Richard Rob-

. erts. Courtesy Roberts fom-
iy, This can also be seen in
slide P-27 The History of the
S.C. Shde Collection.




Most of the African-Americans who had bought
land after the Civil War were able 1o keep it. By 1900,
African-Americans owned more than 15,500 farms.
Another 3,300 at least partially owned their farms.
This stiil was less than twenty percent of alil
African-American farmers. Despite terrible discrimi-
nation and despite a legai system that oftered non-
whites littie protection, the percentage of
African-American farmers owning their farms had
been increasing since the end of Reconstruction.

While most African-American farmers did well
to endure and hang on to their land, a few really pros-
pered. One example was Ben Garrett in Colleton
County. He started with nothing after the Civil War.
Sixteen years later he owed no debts and owned a
farm of over 100 acres. He was even able to lend
money 1o neighbors. Lewis Duckett had a farm of
nearly 800 acres near Newberry, Some of it he rented
10 tenants. On the part he worked himself, he pro-
duced 800 bushels of oats, over 1,000 bushels of
corn, and 61 bales of cotton in 1881, Jdnseph
Alexander Owens of Barnwell County also started
with nothing. By 1881, he was a member of the legis-
lature. Me owned a prosperous plantation, ran some
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The hoe culture method of agriculture
reguired a great deal of human labor.
This method survived well into the
19005 on the small farms of South Caro-
fina, Reproduced from Constance B.
Schulz, Ed., The History of 8.C. Slide
Collection, slide DD-38 {Sandlapper Pub-
lishing Company, 1989). Courtesy of
S.C. Historical Society.

stores, and had a large bank account. John Thorne
had a 250-acre farm on Edisto island. All of these
men had a great deal more land than the average 143
acre-farm in South Carolina at the time.

Daily Lives Away from the Form

The great majority of African-Americans followed Ri-
chard Carroif's advice to stay on the land and leave
the towns and cities of the state to the whites. In
1900, only about one in five African-Americans in
South Carolina worked off the farm, That ratio did not
change greatly until the middle of the century. Most
of those away from the farm made a living as maids,
cooks, housekeepers, child care providers, or gar-
deners for wealthier white families. Thousands of oth-
ers made their way in business, industry, or in pro-
fessional careers. They faced terrible odds. They
helped pave the way for others who came later. They
also created a small but significant middie class. The
wealth they accumulated provided a support base for
later civil rights movements.

Business, Skilled Crofts, and Labor

After Reconstruction, Randalt D. George made a for-




tune in business. His workers made a variety of prod-
ucts from the sap of pine trees, things like turpentine
and rosins. He not only made these things, he also
shipped them from ports on the coast. When he died
in 1891, he owned more land than anyone else in
Colleton County. His total worth was well over
$100,000, a great deal of money in that day.

Many others followed George'’s path in smalier
ways. At the turn of the century, about 125
African-Americans in South Carolina had businesses
worth more than $500. The largest group of success-
fui businesses were in Charieston. inciuded were
fish dealers, stabies, wagon makers, printers, retail
stores, tailors, stone cutters, barbers, druggists, pho-
tographers, and upholsterers. A truck farm worth
$100,000 was among the most valuable businesses

in Charleston. in Columbia, African-Americans owned
and operated about twenty-five different retai stores,
in addition to aboui sixty-five other businesses. In-
ciuded in these other businesses were three news-
papers and two mattress factories.
African-Americans published a variely of news-
papers across the state. Most did not last long be-
cause of problems in attracting white advertising. For
every one that failed, another seemed to take its place.
Persistence couid have been the motto for these ef-
forts. For exampie, in 1879 . B. Morris founded the
Sea Island News. He kept the paper going till he died
in 1891. it was replaced by the New South, a joint
effort by two other African-Americans in Beaufort
County. Almost all of these papers were modest and
dealt with noncontroversial opics. However, they led

(Left) Mr. Williom Manigault (1883-1840) and Mrs. Annie Rivers Manigault (1892-1954). The Manigaults were a hard
working family that beat the odds and did well in business. Their home at 1703 Wayne St. in Columbia was said to be the first
belonging to an African-American fomily to have its own swimming pool in its backyard. They lived near Richard Roberts,
who took this photo of them in the 1920s. Courtesy of Roberis family. (Right) Richard Roberts 19205 photo of the home of the
Jackson family, who moved to Columbia to make a living from «a stove behiud the home. The family raised prize winning
flowers in the front vard, turkevs in the back, and was amaong the first local African-American families o own a car. The house
still stands near Five Points. Courtesy of Roberts family.

e Asire Reconsteucnon 101




the way for papers in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s
that helped begin and strengthen the civil rights move-
ment. The Palmetto Leader, published in Columbia,
took a moderate stand on civil rights. The Lighthouse
and Informer, published by John H. McCray, was a
little more outspoken.

Banking and finance was one of the most diffi-
cult areas for African-Americans fo enter. One of the
eariiest efforts took place in Florence. In 1891, the
$.C. Banking Association was created with the sale
of 500 shares of stock. lLater, in 1899
African-Americans formed a bulilding and loan asso-
ciation in Anderson. Oniy twelve other such asso-
ciations existed in the entire nation. In 1921, the state
chartered the Mutual Savings Bank of Charleston. 1t
lasted twenty years. In 1921, Dr. H. D. Monteith cre-
ated in Columbia the most enduring bank, the Victory
Savings Bank. Monieith was the brother of Modjeska
Monteith Simkins, the state’s legendary civil rights
leader. Victory Savings Bank survived the massive
bank mergers of the 13830s that swallowed many other
much larger South Carolina banks.

Having a business of ones own has fong been a
dream of many Americans, black and white. Over
his lifetime, Isaac Samuel Leevy developed not just
one, but many businesses. Born in Antioch in Kershaw
County in 1877, he attended public schools there. He
compieted his education by studying at Mather Acad-
emy in Camden and Hampton Institute in Virginia. Like
many others he began his career as a teacher. He
was a friend of Richard Carroi, who helped him come
to Columbia after college. In 1206, Leevy rejected a
weil-paying job to return to South Carolina and teach
for $35 a month. However, the young man soon weni
into business for himself as a tailor. Within three years,
he had thirty peopie working for him in a $30,000 a
year business. He remained a merchant tailor until
1917, Agifted businessman, he owned and managed
many businesses over the years. These included a
depariment store, a service station, a retait furniture
store, a barber shop, a beauty shop, a real estate com-
pany, a funeral home, and a commercial hog-raising
business. Through his businesses he created many
iobs for African-Americans in South Carolina. His ser-
vice station, built during the Depression, had modern
restroom facilities that were availabie to African-Ameri-
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can travelers. This was no small thing in a time when
African-Americans often had to travel miles out of their
way 1o find such amenities.

L.eevy was active in community life. He heiped
organize the Palmetio State Fair Association so that
African-Americans wouid be able to enjoy a state fair
every year. Leevy felt that having educational op-
portunities was important for African-Americans. He
was one of the founders of Booker T. Washington High
School and several other public schools. He urged
South Carolina State College to make graduate edu-
cation available for African-Americans. Leevy served
as atrustee at Claflin Coliege. He helped to organize
the Richiand County Tuberculosis Hospital for Ne-
groes at Ridgewood. He was a co-organizer,
vice-president, and president of Victory Savings Bank.
He served on the Interracial Board of Associated
Charities of Richland County, the Interracial Board
for Delinguent Negro Girls, as Chairman of the Board
for the Colored Soldiers Service Club in World War |,
and in many other voluntary positions. In 1938, he
headed a committee of college presidents and school
leaders who introduced the Social Security program
in South Carclina.

i. 8. Leevy believed that in order to bring about
change, African-Americans must become politically
active. A Sunday school superintendent at his own
church, he went from church to church urging people
to register and vote. He helped organize the Colum-
bia branch of the NAACP. Leevy went beyond these
courageous sieps to serve as the Richland County
Chairman of the 8.C. Republican Party and state Vice
Chairman. The national party, which did not want to
antagonize whites, provided little support. Leevy ran
three times for the Columbia City Council and twice
for the state legislature, although he never won. Years
later, his grandson, i. 8. Leevy Johnson, served in
the 8.C. House of Representatives.

Later in his life, Leevy was recognized for his
accomplishments. 8.C. State Gollege, Morris College,
and Allen University gave him honorary degrees.
Benedict College gave him a plaque in 1962 for dis-
tinguished service, recognizing his more than sixty
years as a business and civic leader. He died in 1968,

Many of the African-American businesses in
South Carolina were based on skills African-Ameri-




cans had been practicing for generations. While some
used their skills to create their own businesses, oth-
ers sold their time as skilled labor. They also found
strength in numbers, Carpeniers and brick masons
created fabor unions. The unions were quite effective
in raising wages. Some of these unions were even
integrated. For exampie, in 1886, the Brickiayers
Union staged a parade of its white and black mem-
bers in Charleston in support of raising daily wages
from $3 to $5. The 1900 Labor Day Parade in

(Top) Tobaceo workers in
room where the quality of the
leaves were graded. The photo
was taken in Darlington in
I896. Reproduced from
Constance B. Schulz, Id., The
History of 5.C. Stide Collec-
tion, slide [3-68 (Sandiapper
Publishing Company, 1989).
Courtesy South Carofiniana
Library.

(Bottom} Divers preparing o
raise sunken tug boat after a
storm in 1911, Courtesy of Wil-
liam Davie Beard, the §.C.
Posteard Archive, South
Carofiniana Library, USC.

Charleston included about 1,000 marchers. Members
of all unions and both races marched. Most were
African-Americans.

One of the most successful and longest fasting
unions was the Longshoremen’s Profective Union
Association., Workers organized the union in 1869.
The union included both races until 1890 when whites
broke away and formed their own group. After the
split, the union gradually lost power,
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Professionals Beot the Odds

During the brief period of Reconstruction when the
state extended civil rights to African-Americans, many
were able to enter new professions. For example,
Macon B. Allen, the first African-American lawyer in
the U.S., joined a law firm in Charleston in 1868. Ini-
tially frained as a teacher, he passed the bar exams
in Maine and Massachusetis. In 1873, he became a
judge in Charieston responsible for hearing criminal
cases.

Claflin College, Allen University, and the Univer-
sity of South Carolina trained other African-Americans
as lawyers. T. McCanis Stewart was a successiul
lawyer and mathematician. He graduated from the
University of South Carolina in 1875 during the brief
period in which the university admitted non-whites.

After 1876, the whites who again were running
the state raised social, physical, and legal barriers.
Only a handiul of African-Americans were practicing
law in South Carolina by the furn of the ceniury.
Stewart ieft the state to take a position teaching law
in Liberia in 1882, Later, he became a fawyer in New
York City.

in the post-Civil War years, only a very few pro-
fessionaily trained African-American doctors practiced
in South Carolina. Many chose not to return to the
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state after they completed their training. The first
African-American physician fo practice in South Caro-
lina was Dr. Lucy Hughes Brown. Born in 1863 in
North Carolina, she trained at the Women’s Medical
Coliege in Philadelphia. She moved to Charleston
where she opened the Cannon Hospital and Training
School. She died in 1911,

According to the 1890 census, thirty African-
American physicians practiced in South Carolina. Only
three worked in Charleston and three in Coiumbia.
One of these was Matilda Evans.

Matilda A. Evans was a physician at a time when
medicine was virtually closed to both women and
African-Americans. She conguered both barriers.
South Carolina’s first native-born female
African-American doctor originally dreamed of becom-
ing a medical missionary. Like so many, her family
had little. She was born in Aiken around 1872. She
worked her way through Schofield Industrial School
in Aiken and Oberiin College in Ohio. During her high
school years, she iabored in the fields to pay for her
education. She covered her college expenses by
waitressing. Evans returned {o South Carolina to
teach at Schofield. During this period she wrote a
biography of educator Martha Schofieid. However,
this was not what she wanted to do with her life, She

D Matilda Evans shown in her oper-
ating room around 1900, Courtesy of
South Caroliniana Library.




decided to attend medical school. After studying at
the Women'’s Medical College in Philadelphia, she re-
ceived her M.D. in 1897. No other African-American
was in the class. She returned to South Carolina and
opened a practice in Columbia. Not one hospital ex-
isted for African-Americans there. So she took sick
people into her home. Eventually she was able to rent
a building where she could house 30 patients. In 1932
she founded the Evans Clinic. She was also one of
the founders of the Zion Church Clinic which served
poor children.

Dr. Evans rarely allowed anything to stop her
from doing something she really wanted to do. She
taught herself to swim by reading a book. Then she
taught underprivileged boys to swim. She founded a
weekly newspaper, was active in her church, and
even turned her hand to farming. The Palmetto L.eader
reported in 1932 that she had worked for twenty-five
years without even taking a vacation. After a long
and productive life, she died in 1935 and was buried
in Columbia. Dr. Evans was a pioneer for both women
and African-Americans.

For most people, education is the key 1o suc-
cess in life. As you have seen, African-Americans
taced many closed doors in the years after the Givil
War. Dr. Stephen J. Wright was one of the people
who found a way to open them; Born in Dillonin 1911,
he grew up in North Carolina. His father died when
he was five years old. Following family tradition, he
went to Virginia’s Hampton Institute at the age of fif-
teen. He graduated with a bachelor's degree in 1934.
Wright went on to study for a master's degree at
Howard University and a Ph.D. at New York Univer-
sity. A man who believed in hard work ali his life, he
made a career in the field of higher education. He
commitied himself to excellence at traditionally Afri-
can-American universities. His first position was at
Hampton University. He served as president of
Biuefield State College from 1953-1957 and of Fisk
University from 1957-1966. Fisk's reputation soared
after he came. Dr, Wright became one of the nation’s
foremost educators. He published numerous articles
on education and foreign affairs. He became presi-
dent of the United Negro College Fund and Vice Presi-
dent of the College Entrance Examination Board.
Several universities appointed him to their boards of

Thomas S. Martin, another African-American educaior who
made a difference. Martin taught at Booker T. Washington
High School from 1938 until 1968. In addition to teaching,
he coached tennis, football, and basketball, and helped build
support for the first public swimming pool for
African-Americans in Columbia. He was also uncle to S.C.
Astronaut Charles Bolden. Mariin died in 1993 This Rich-
ard Roberts photo was taken about 1925, Courtesy of Rob-
erts family.

trustees. The President of the United States appointed
him 1o two separate special commissions. Because
of his expertise, lawyers asked him to testify in sev-
eral major court cases about the effect of segrega-
tion on education. Dr. Wright was one of those who
made it possibie for others to beat the odds.

Emigration

While many stayed, many also left the state. Their
leaving deprived the state of much talent, but it also
had several positive aspects. When those who left
found success elsewhere, they sent money back to
relatives in the state. They paved the way for others
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who could not find success in South Carolina, Fi-
nally, they were the nation’s gain. Many made posi-
tive contributions to America and even to the world.
We cannot talk about what African-Americans gave
to South Carolina without talking about what they gave
in many other places as well.

Exodus to Liberia

Right after the 1876 elections, large numbers of
African-Americans became interested in moving to
Africa. Most were poor farmers who had no land of
thelr own. With whites back in control, they knew
they would have litile chance of ever owning land. A
number of leaders encouraged the exodus, While Ri-
chard Carroll urged them 1o the farms of South Caro-
lina, another potitically active ministers urged them to
leave the state. The Reverend Richard H. Cain was
a member of Congress who also published his own
newspaper. Over and over again, he ran an editorial
entitted “Ho for Africal One-miliion men wanted for

Africa” Some ministers opposed the movement fear-
ing they would lose some good members. Later most
leaders decided that those with the greatest discon-
tent should feave and take their discontent with them.

Whites became alarmed. They feared they would
lose cheap hard working labor, They tried to discour-
age would-be emigrants by spreading rumors that the
whole idea was a fraud. While it was not a fraud, it
was not as easy as many thought. Few had the money
to pay their way. About 200 did make it fo Liberia in
1878. It was not as wonderful as they had thought.
Word got back that life could be as hard in Liberia as
in South Carolina. Few others went. Despite this,
many of those who did go worked hard and found
syccess,

Westward Ho! Pioneers and Cowboys

Moving to the American West was much easier than
moving to Africa. It did not require the great expense
of a ship passage. Nor did it require as much organi-

Settlers in Oklahoma, part of the exodus of African-Americans from South Caroling and other southern stoies. Courtesy of Western

History Collections, University of Oklahoma Library.
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zation. Best estimates are that about 20,000 South
Carolina African-Americans left the state for the West
between 1880 and 1900. The movement began about
the same time interest arose in African emigration. In
early 1878, around forty African-Americans left the
Chester area and moved to Kansas. in the early
1880s, about 5,000 residents of Edgefield County left
for Arkansas. They left complaining that no matter
how hard they worked, they couid not make a decent
living.

Emigration societies began forming. In 1881, a
former school commissioner in Atken County orga-
nized such a society near Trenton. William H. Lawson,
with the help of the Reverend John Hammond, headed
the group. They held revival-ike meetings to stir up
interest. The day after Christmas in 1882, several
hundred left on a train bound for the West. Wagons
filled with other peopie followed. Some headed for
Texas and some for other states in the West.

White landowners soon began to feel the pinch.
They could not get the labor they needed. Again they
resorted to rumors and warnings to prevent them from
leaving. Some African-American political leaders like
Robert Smalls, who had not lost all his power, tried to
convince people to stay. But continued hard times on
the farm and continued discrimination only increased
the urge to leave. Most who left would have agreed
with AME Bishop Benjamin Amett. In 1889 he spoke
to the graduating class at Claflin College. He outiined
two reasons to go. First, like other pioneers, they
couid find prosperity. Second, leaving would help
those who stayed. With less competition, they could
demand betier wages.

Those who left the state for the West did not al-
ways take their families. Aithough few books teli about
this, some became cowboys. Historians estimate that
about 5,000 African-Americans worked as cowboys
on cattle drives on the Chisholm Trail. The trail ran
from the cattle ranges of Texas to Kansas, where the
cattle were loaded on trains. No doubt there were many
among these cow punchers who could trace their
roots through South Carolina.

The Greot Migration to Cities
Many more of those who fled the harsh conditions of
South Carolina went to Northern cities. While some

of this movement took piace before 1900, most of it
took place after the turn of the century. Migration out
of the South was greatest in the years around World
War 1. It continued until the 1930s, when the Great
Depression reduced job opporiunities in Northern cit-
ies. Migration increased again during World War It His-
torians estimate that in the first half of the 1900s the
state had a net loss of well over a half million
African-Americans. The exodus from South Carolina
was so great during the period around World War |
that it is remembered as the “Great Migration.” We
can also see the impact of migration on Northern cit-
ies. More than one in every ten African-Americans
living in New York City, Washington, and Philadeiphia
in 1930 had been born in South Carolina.

People left for a number of reasons. Of course,
discrimination was one important reason. That be-
came worse after South Carolina rewrote its consti-
tution in 1895 and passed laws that required racial
separation. The main reasons were €conomic. The
soil was worn out from growing crop after crop of cot-
ton. The price of cotton was often quite low. This ru-
ined many of those who depended on it as their main
cash crop. Then there was the boli weevil, a new ar-
rival in the South. This one-fourth inch long insect
nearly destroyed cotton farms all over the South. %
lays its eggs in the bud of the cotton plant. When the
eggs hatch, the larvae eat the inside so that it never
grows into a boll filled with cotton.

Finally, for those families who were smart enough
not to depend on cotton, like the families in Promised
L and, there was the problem of subdivision. If a fam-
ily had more than one child, the farm had to be di-
vided for the next generation in order for each to have
land. Because the farms were small to start with, this
was impractical. Many children knew that they would
have to go elsewhere to make a living. Their move-
ment created a pattern that was repeated thousands
of imes. One family or family member wouid make
the move and find work. Then others would follow.

The Story of the Reynolds Family

Martha Letman and Charlie Reynolds lived near each
other in Promised Land. They feil in love and married.
Neither set of parents was able to give them enough
land or financial support to have their own farm. They
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Caddies. Young men hustled to make any money they could. This photograph was taken of a group of enterprising youth in
Camden in the early 1900s. Courtesy of William Davie Beard, the S.C. Postcard Archi ve, South Caroliniana Library, USC.

tried to survive as sharecroppers. Finally, seeing that
things wouid get no better, they ieft. At first they tried
to farm with relatives in Mississippi. That did not work
out any better. Next they moved to Chicago with
half-grown children and their hopes and dreams of a
better life. The family all pitched in. They all worked
at jobs and shared their eamnings. Eventually they
were able to move to a middie-class neighborhood.
Then they sent for Martha’s brother Tim, who was
kling and could find fittle to do in Promised Land. Next
came another of Martha’s brothers, Allen. He lived
with the Beynolds until he could afford his own place.
On visits home he spoke of his success. Soon other
famities followed. Sometimes the husband came first.
He would live with friends or relatives and save until
the rest of the family could afford to come.
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The pattern continued in other cities. Friends and
family helped friends and family. Those were the val-
ues these people leamed from their roots on the farms
of South Carolina. They carried those values with
them.

Lost Brain Power

Achieving full potential was difficult for
African-Americans through most of the century after
the Civit War. Many left South Carolina,

An early emigre who played an important role in
the formation and early history of the NAACP was
Archibald Grimke. Born into enslavement in South
Carolina in 1849, Grimke was a nephew of Sarah and
Angelina Grimke. The Grimke sisters were socially
prominent white Charlestonians who spoke out




against enslavement and eventually left the South.
This family connection provided Archibald Grimke the
chance 1o escape enslavement and South Carolina.
One of the first African-Americans to attend Harvard
Law School, he went on to serve as American Con-
sul to the Dominican Republic in the 1890s. Later he
heiped W. E. B. DuBois found the NAACP and served
in important positions in the organization. Historians
regard Grimke as almost as important an inteliectual
leader as W. E. B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington.

{One of the people who did the most {o provide
education to African-Americans in the South was
Mary McLeod Bethune. Mary MclLeod was bomn in
1875 near Mayesville. Both her parents had been en-
slaved. Her mother was the descendant of African
royalty. Mary remembered helping her mother take
laundry 1o white families who hired her to clean their
clothes. At one home a white child about her own age
insulted her. Because Mary couid not read, the child
screamed at her to put down a book she had picked
up. That made her determined to read and to ieach
others to read. That is just what she did.

Mary McLeod met and married Albertus L.
Bethune when she was a teacher in Sumter. In 1904
she moved to Daytona, Florida. There, with only a
few dollars and a lot of prayer, she started a school
for African-American girls. She also had a lot of cour-
age. One winter night in 1920, about eighty hooded
Klan members came to her school and threatened to
bumn it down. She stood in front of the school and sang
a hymn. She told them that if they burned it down, she
would buitd i right back up again. With a ot of work,
the school eventually became a four-year college. In
1923, it merged with a boys’ school and today is known
as Bethune-Cookman College. Bethune was presi-
dent of the school until 1942.

Mary Mcleod Bethune’s accompiishments ex-
tend well beyond the field of education. Four presi-
dents appointed her to national government positions.
With a 1935 appoiniment as head of the Division of
Negro Affairs of the National Youth Administration, she
became the first African-American woman 1o run a
federal agency. In 1935 she also founded the National
Council of Negro Women and received the Spingarn
Medal. She died in 1955.

Others left not only South Carolina, but the United
States. Dr. Ernest Everett Just was born in 1883 in

Charleston to a poor family with little money for such
*luxuries” as medical care. He miraculously survived
an epidemic of cholera and diphtheria that killed the
two older chifdren in his family one winter. At the age
of thirteen, he left for Orangeburg to study at the Col-
ored Normal Industrial Agricultural and Mechanics
College. Later he went to Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire, where he was an excetlient student. After
compieting college, Just taught Engiish at Howard
University. However, he was more interested in sci-
ence. He began to teach zoology and became a leader
in the field-of biclogy. In 1913 he was the first person
to receive the NAACP’s 8Spingarn Award. The award
is given annually to an African-American for outstand-

ing achievement. Just had continued his education
as well. In 1916 he received a Ph.D. in marine bioiogy
from the University of Chicago. He also did research
in marine biclogy every summer until 1930 at the
Marine Biological Laboratory at Wood's Hole, Massa-
chusetts.

However, Dr. Just found that he could not live
with the racial discrimination he faced in his work. in
1931 he moved to Europe. He spent most of the next
ten years there, where he died in 1941, During his
long career, he published two books and over sixty
articles. His work in ceil biclogy greatly contributed
to scientific understanding of how a cell works.

Once Reconstruction was over, talented
African-Americans had few chances to obtain higher
education in South Carolina. One of those who left
the state and made his career elsewhere was the Hon-
orable Haroid A. Stevens. Born on Johns island in
1907, he moved with his mother to Columbia at the
age of three after his father died. There they lived with
his mother’s parents until she remarried. He atiended
high school at Claflin College. After receiving a
bachelors degree from Benedict College in 1930,
Stevens wanted to attend law school. African-Ameri-
cans could not attend USC Law School. So Stevens
left the state. He attended Boston College, receiving
alaw degree in 1936. He was the first African-Ameri-
can to receive a degree in Labor Law from that col-
lege.

Stevens settled in New York to practice iaw,
where he had a long and productive career as a iabor
lawyer. He received many awards and honors. He
served in the military in World War {l, was the Specizl
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Counsel to President Franklin Roosevelt's Commis-
sion on Fair Employment Praciices, was chief coun-
sei to the Brotherhood of Sieeping Car Porters, and
served in the state iegislature. Following this, he won
an eleciion as a judge. Eventually, he became the
presiding judge in the Appeilate Division of New York's
Supreme Court. This was the highest position heid
by any African-Amaerican in a state court system. He
also coniributed his time to many organizations as a
board member or trustee.

The world of fashion has been siow to acknowi-
edge that African-Americans have the same needs
as other Americans for developing a positive
self-image. A South Carolina born businesswoman,
Ophetlia DeVore-Mitchell, has worked hard to over-
come those obstacles. DeVore-Mitchell was born in
Edgefield in 1922, but her family moved north to New
York during the 1930s. A good student, she com-
pleted high school there and then attended college at
New York University. She received a bachelor's de-
gree in math.

Working as a model, DeVore-Mitchell had to
combat many false images of African-Americans. So,
in 1946 she decided to open the Grace Del Marco
Model Agency with several friends. Two years later

she opened the Ophelia DeVore School of

Self-Development and Modeling. Among her agency's
famous clients were actresses Cicely Tyson and
Diahann Carroll.

DeVore-Mitchell has also excelied in another area
where few women are at the top. She owns a news-
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paper in Columbus, Georgia, the Columbus Times,
which specializes in African-American concerns, She
has operated it since 1970, when her hushand passed
away.

Various companies and agencies have recog-
nized DeVore-Mitchell’s achievements by giving her
over 200 awards. Other businesspeopie acknowi-
edged her capability by hiring her as a consuliant.
She was also a representative on the President’s
Advisory Commission on.the Arts, Her accomplish-
ments demonstrate that an individual can shatter ste-
reotypes.

Troy Brailey of Lynchburg became a union leader
after he left South Carolina. Born in 19186, he rose to
one of the top posts in one of the most powerful
African-American unions in the nation, the Brother-
hood of Sieeping Car Porters. He later became an
active leader in the civil rights movement. He heiped
organize the 1963 march on Washington, D. C. at
which Martin Luther King gave his most famous
speech.

Slowly Building for a Better Day

These are just a sample of the people who left the
state to make a positive mark on the world. You will
meet others, like Benjamin Mays, later in the book.
They were certainly a loss to South Carolina. But
those who stayed, survived, endured, and found &
little prosperity made change possible for the next
generation. We should not forget all their years of
guiet sacrifice.
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African-Americans have a rich religious tradition. Re-
ligion has played two central roles in the history of
African-Americans in South Carolina. First, the church
was an oasis for African-Americans. it helped them
endure the many hardships of enslavement and preju-
dice. it helped by providing emotional support and
social services. Second, the church was a center of
revolt, Church was the one place where blacks could
meet as a group without arousing great fears among
whites, Ministers were the one group whose educa-
tion whites were least likely 10 oppose. Thus, the
church was the best group around with which to chal-
lenge enslavement or create a civil rights movement.
Ministers were the naturai leaders of revolt, Yet these
two roles played by the church creaied some conflict
as well, Teaching peopie to endure hardships and look
forward to an afterlife is quite different from leading
them to revolt or to demand civil rights. That part of
the story comes much later.

in this chapter we will see how African-Ameri-
can religious groups grew in the state. You will see
religion changed from an institution of control to one
of freedom. You will learn that although the beliefs
sound much like European Christian beiiefs, the reii-
gious forms and style have a definite African flavor.
Some of those practices are dying out. However, some
of the African flavor has added spice to the religious
life of many people of all races.

Conversions to Christianity

The enslaved Africans who were brought to the New
World were not Christians. Some were Moslems. Mos-
iems foflowed the religious practices of Islam, a reli-
gion founded in the 600s in Arabia by the prophet

Mohammed. Many had other religious beliefs, such
as reverence for ancestors and adoration of the earth
and nature. At first, the planters did not try to convert
them. They did not want to give the enslaved Africans
an opportunity to meet in groups and develop lead-
ers. In the eatly 1700s, Anglican missionaries began
their first efforts to convert the enslaved people. How-
ever, not unti théy began large-scale conversion ef-
forts on the piantations in the 1800s did they meet
with much success.

Conversion to Christianity raised questions about
the institution of slavery itseilf. Enslaving non-Chris-
tians was one thing. However, enslaving fellow Chris-
tians was quite another. Some religious feaders won-
dered whether these enslaved persons would auio-
matically be entitled to freedom once they had con-
verted. If this was 1o be the case, planters would cer-
tainly oppose any conversions, So the white religious
leaders sought justifications for enstavement in the
Bible, Some argued that because the Bible mentioned
enslavement, it must be okay in the eyes of God. Oth-
ers took the position that conversion would free only
the soul, not the body. Once they found ways 1o jus-
tify continued enslavement among fellow Christians,
the planters withdrew most of their opposition,
Large-scale religious conversions then took place.

in truth, this reasoning was weak. However, i
allowed both groups of whites to get what they
wanted. White ministers could save souls. The plant-
ers could keep the people to whom those souls be-
longed in enslavement. This all goes to show that if
people try hard enough, they can justify almost any-
thing. Many whites even argued that enslavement was
good for the Africans because it allowed them 10 be
brought to Christ.
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Religion as a Means of Control

Soon the masters realized other benefits in religious
conversions. They could use Christian doctrine to
encourage the enstaved Africans to accept their fate,
Converts had to learn religious catechisms that rein-
forced the concept of obedience. Catechisms are sets
of questions and answers that teach what are sup-
posed to be important religious truths. Saying them
over and over again leads 1o stronger befief. For ex-
ample, the catechism that follows was written for the
enstaved Africans fo fearn. You decide what it was
supposed to teach.

Q. Who keeps the snakes and all bad things from
hurting you?

God does.

Who gave you a master and a mistress?
God gave them to me.

Who says that you must obey them?
God says that | must.

What book tells you these things?

The Bibie.

How does God do all his work?

He does it right.

Does God love to work?

Yes, God is always at work.
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This old church was probably used by en-
slaved Africans. It was photographed on
a plantation on Port Royal about 1865.
Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz,
Ed., The History of S.C. Slide Collection,
slide 68 (Sandlapper Publishing Company,
1989}, Courtesy of South Caroliniana Li-
brary.

Q. What does God say about your work?
A Me thal will not work shall not eat.

[Excerpted from Frederick Douglass’ Paper, June 2,
1854, from the Southern Episcopalian, Charleston,
S.C., April 1854, Reprinted in The Black American: A
Documentary History by Leslie Fischal and Benjamin
Quarles, Scott-Foresman Publishers, 1976.]

The Double Meaning of

Religious Wards

Christian religion was a two-edged sword. On the one
hand, it taught obedience. However, it also taught a
sense of humanity, brotherhood, and concern. it
showed that God’s love extended to the oppressed
and against the oppressors. African-Americans had
a saying that there was a “Bible within the Bible” While
the catechisms that the enslaved people learned
taught obedience, enslaved preachers helped their
flocks see that Christian religion could offer what
scholars have called a “message of hope.”

Some deeply religious mistresses taught en-
slaved African-Americans to read so that they could
read the Bible, despite the risk that they might get
dangerous ideas. Teaching enslaved African-Ameri-
cans to read was against the law. Slaveholders not




only feared that African-Americans would read those
portions of the Bible that discussed revolts but aiso
that those who learned to write would write out passes
for themselves. This would allow them to escape to
freedom. However, many denominations required that
their members be literate. Being able 1o study the
Bible was important. As African-Americans learned
and read about the enslaved Hebrews, they tended
to identify with them. i the Jews could survive the
cruel bondage of the Pharach in Egypt, they couid
survive enslavement in South Carolina.

Enslaved African-Americans used religion o
meet their own needs. ithelped them to survive each
difficult day. They added their own flavor and style,
They composed sacred songs using the rhythm and
chant methods that had been common in Africa. They
created many spirituals such as “Go Down Moses,”
“Deep River,” and “Swing L.ow-Sweet Chariot” All of
these have moved beyond the African-American reli-

gicus community. They have left an emotional stamp
on Christian people ali around the world,

As you learned earlier in the chapter on resis-
fance to ensiavement, the songs often had a double
meaning. The words spoke of deliverance and a
beautiful life of freedom and joy. To the masters they
referred {o Hife in heaven. However, the singer might
be thinking of freedom in this world. in religicus songs,
these words and thoughis couid be safely expressed.
However, speaking those words might suggest ideas
that frightened whites. They might refer to revolt in
this world instead of life inthe next. What the listener
thought determined the meaning.

An enslaved preacher known as “David” ran into
this probiem. His preaching gained him a bit of fame
in Savannah. Around the 1760s, his master brought
him to Charleston to preach. Unfortunately, his
Charleston audience found David’s words about want-
ing freedom threatening. His master removed him from

Enslaved Africans at worship in a plantation church in about 1863. The owner keeps a watchful eye on the proceedings.
Reproduced from Constance B. Schulz, Ed., The History of $.C. Slide Collection, stide 1-8 (Sandlapper Publishing Company,
1989). Courtesy of South Caroliniana Library.
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Charleston before he was attacked. Enslaved preach-
ers quickly learned how to phrase their words so they
did not alarm whites. At the same time, the words
encouraged the ensiaved to endure and wait for free-
dom, for the “coming of the kingdom in the year of
Jubiiee”

Religion ond Revolution

Religion provided a sense of worth for African-Ameri-
cans. Even if whites did not respect them, blacks were
worthy in the eyes of God. it gave assurance that
iustice would finaily win, even if not in this world. Re-
ligion gave hope. Because the words had a double
meaning, salvation appeared to be more than just a
promised life in another world. These could be words
of revolution. Perhaps the whites shouid have been
afraid.

Religion did help inspire uprisings. Although no
uprising followed David's preaching, several uprisings
did involve religious leaders. These leaders often com-
bined two things. First, they drew upon African reli-
gious mysticism. This means experiencing religious
truth through feelings and emotion rather than learn-
ing by listening to teachings. Second, they added the
belief that God would hear the cry of the oppressed.
One of these revolutionary preachers was “Gullah
Jack.” He helped bring about the Vesey uprising which
you read about eartier. All of these ieaders provided
an inspiration o stand against injustice. Without them,
the revolts might not have taken place. As a result,
by the 1840s South Carolina passed laws that made
illegal the gathering of African-Americans in groups
avan to worship.

As you know, these revoits did not succeed.
However, they were not the last revolis. Later ones
took new forms as widespread revolutions using tac-
tics of civil disobedience, not violent attack. Once
again, religious leaders inspired and led. We shail turn
to that story later.

Christian Religion with an

Africon Style

While singing and preaching, African-Americans
added what is called “group jubilation” to Christian re-
ligious rituals. This means audience participation,
clapping, and speaking out when the Spirit moves you
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to do so. This is not just singing together. It is singing,
swaying, and dancing at the same time, usually in
response to the minister who is leading with chants
or words. This had long been a part of African life.
Now it became a part of American Christian religious
life. When revival movements swept through South
Carolina and the nation in the 1700s, African-American
audiences were ready. They were already in the spirit
of these emotional movements. They were probably
more ready than were most whites who heid their
amotions in check. However, over the years that spiri-
tuaiity and emotion slowly found its way into white
churches. This contribution has enriched the religious
experiences of many people across the state and na-
tion.

Grove Decorations

From the early days onward, African-Americans deco-
rated graves with a variety of everyday items.
African-Americans brought the tradition of decorating
graves to the New World from their homelands. in the
late 1800s, Europeans traveling in Africa saw graves
decorated with items that the dead person had used
in everyday life. Scholars think the custom was based
on the belief that a dead person might return for her
possessions unless she took them along. African
societies used a variety of different types of items. In
Ghana and the Ivory Coast, the Akan peopie placed
pottery on the graves. People in Angola and the Congo
also placed pottery and other items, such as old
cooking-pots and bottles, on graves. The Yoruba
sometimes buried a dead person in the floor of the
house and placed a china plate on a nearby wall to
indicate the spot. In many-other parts of West Africa,

people placed the possessions of the dead on their

graves. The Konge placed the last item used by the
dead person on the grave, believing it held some of
that person’s spirit. They hoped that through dreams
some of the abilities of the dead would find their way
o the living.

African-Americans followed the Konge tradition.
They placed the lastitems that the deceased person
had used, whether dishes, a medicine bottle, or a toy,
on top of the grave. Breaking the item was customary
both in Africa and in the United States. However, they
put it back together in such a way that it wouid not




Memory jug, about 1920 to 1940, maker unknown. Tin can-
ister with pieces of crockery and glassware. These creations,
often used as part of a grave decoration, used broken pieces
of items from the personal possessions of the deceased as
decorations. Reproduced with permission of Louanne La
Rouche. From “Conflict and Transcendence: African-Ameri-

can Art in South Carolina,” organized by the Columbia

Museum of Art.

look broken when it was sitting on the grave. Some
believed that if the object was not broken, other fam-
ily members would die. Others believed that this cus-
tom symbolized the end, or breaking, of life. The cus-
tom probably had nothing to do with the fear of theft.
Stealing from a grave was considered bad luck.

Memory jugs may be an exception to this rule. A
memory jug was made when a person died. The jug
usually had some objects embedded in it that were
important in the person’s life, such as broken crock-
ery or broken glass. Several explanations exist as to
why memory jugs were made and how they were used.
One is that they were used as grave decorations. An-
other explanation is that they were just pretty objects
made in memoriam {0 the person but not placed on
the grave. Because they were considered “pretties,”
people sometimes stole them. That is why they were
generally hard to find even when grave decorating
was rmore commorn,

Yet another custom with African roots was ritual
animaikilling. A small animal, perhaps a white chicken,
would be killed when a family member died. For the
Kongo peopie, the white chicken stood for one’s an-
cestors and for the healing power that comes from
the dead. African-Americans sometimes used
chicken symbols on the grave. in one graveyard in
South Carolina, a researcher found glass chickens
placed among oyster shelis. Another found a giant
white rooster on the grave of a South Carolina child
buried in the 1960s.

Using some arrangement of shells was also
common. Several explanations exist for this, One is
that shelis were associated with water. One must pass
through water to reach the spirit realm underground.
A researcher suggested that the shelis represented
a division between the lands of the living and the dead.
Among the Kongo people, shells symbotize immor-
tality. Another scholar suggested that people living on
the coasts of both continents used the seashells simply
because they were readily available. He noted that
while the Guliah used seashells, African-Americans
inland were more likely to decorate graves with such
items as toys, jars of rice, or medicine bottles.

African practices influenced the use of grave
markers. The Bakongo people in Africa used the color
white 1o symbolize death. Today, many of the con-
crete markers have a piece of broken glass set in
them with a piece of white paper behind the glass.
African-Americans often place a variety of white col-
ored items on a grave.

A twentieth century variation on the custom of
marking a grave was to use clocks, Sometimes the
time on them was set fo twelve. This applied a bit of
Christian theology, indicating the ime when the dead
would be awakened on Judgmeni Day. Sometimes,
the clocks would be set to indicate the time when the
person had died. One scholar believes that this was
to indicate when the person became part of the spirit
wortd.

Some African peoples believed that the dead
could return to mix among the living. They carved
stone figures out of a soft white rock. The figures were
to act as guardians on the graves. Perhaps this is the
basis for the tradition of carving wooden figures
shaped roughly like a human to place on the grave.
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An African-American grave in 1947 that illustrates the tra-
dition of grave decorations, this one with a clock. Library of
Congress, LC-USF34 43572

Certainly Africans believed in honoring their dead.
They respected their ancestors.

African tradition even determined the direction
in which the coffin was laid in the grave. Scholars
have reported that in Central Africa the coffin was
laic with the head pointing to the east. People carried
this custom to South Carolina and the rest of the
South. Migrants who left the South carried i North.

The custom of grave decorations seems 1o be
dying out today. The ending of this tradition is a loss.
The tradition was a reminder to all that the deceased
was an individuai and a unigue person with hopes,
dreams, ioves, and fears. Today death has become
a big industry. Itis not as personatized. We have stan-
dard grave markers, standard wreaths, and standard
flower arrangements.

16 Armcaes AMERICANS amiD THE PasmETior Stase

Establishment of Churches by Free
African-Americans

South Carolina’s free African-Americans helped cre-
ate many institutions. Among them were churches.
Enslaved African-Americans usually had to worship
with or under the watchfui eyes of their masters.

Free African-Americans had their own churches,
even though whites checked up on them. Usually
church members were free to taik about their hopes
and desires in their own churches. Several churches
existed in South Carolina before the Civii War. Among
them were the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church, several Baptist churches, and some Catho-
lic churches.

Richard Allen and Absalom Jones founded the
AME Church in Philadelphia in the 1780s, Forced to
give up his place to a white worshiper, Richard Allen
left the Methodist Episcopal Church. Morris Brown, a
wealthy Charlestonian, started an AME church in
South Carolina in 1817. Members bought fand for their
church and for a cemetery. Brown iried to bridge the
gap between free and enslaved African-Americans.
His dream was a church where both groups could
work together to form a frue community. Three con-
gregations were formed in the Charieston area with
over 1,000 members. By 1822 they had 3,000 mem-
bers. Most of the members were enslaved, but some
were free. The church served as a place of refuge for
a people under great stress.

Brown’s church did not last long Denmark
Vesey was an AME church leader. Even before
Vesey's revolt, iocal authorities harassed church
members and sometimes arrested them on
“trumped-up” charges. Whites who resented and
feared their presence often accused members of dis-
orderly conduct. After Vesey's revolt the church was
suspect, Whites feared it couid be used as a place to
plan future revolts. They closed the church. its mem-
bers had to worship in secret until after the Civil War,
Morris Brown had to leave Charleston in 1822, Along
with several others, he went to Philadelphia by way
of the Underground Railroad There he became a
bishop of the AME Church. With their leaders gone,
many of his feliow church members back in South
Carolina joined the Scottish Presbyterian Church.




Silver Bluff Primitive Baptist Church

Morris Brown’s church was not the first
African-American congregation in South Carolina. A
Baptist church was organized in 1773 at Beech Is-
land, in what later became Aiken County. This church
actually grew out of a camp meeting.

Camp rmeetings were very popular in the 1700s
and 1800s. They were like modern day revival meet-
ings except that those attending would actually camp
at the location in tents and makeshift buiidings instead
of going home between services. The meetings would
last for days. Whites welcomed African-Americans
and often mixed with them at these meetings rather
than banishing them to the rear. Camp meetings were
popular among African-Americans even in the 1900s
as both social and religious events. The meeting pro-
vided a chance to see old friends and to celebrate.
Peopie would save for months so they could go. We
can easily see how some of these informal meetings
couid grow into organized churches.

At first, the group in the Siiver Biuff Church was
racially mixed. George Galphin, a large slaveholder
in that region, was a supporter. He joined the Silver
Biuff Church himself. He allowed two
African-American ministers, David George and

George Liele, to preach there. Soon blacks outnum-

bered whites.-Liele was a powerful speaker. Both
whites and blacks enjoyed his sermons. He had been
enslaved, but his owner was s¢ impressed by Liele's
preaching that he freed him.

Buring the American Bevolution the church was
abandoned. British forces occupied the area. Liele,
David George, and about 50 ensiaved members of
Silver Bluff Church sided with the British. Many of
them left the country after the British surrender. The
church was reestablished in 1783 under an enslaved
African-American minister, Rev. Jesse Peter. Much
smaller now, the church struggled for several years
after the war. However, it could not survive and closed
in 1793,

Catholic Churches

- While Methodists and Baptists organized churches
in the fate 1700s and early 1800s, Catholics became
active in the Charleston area. The Catholic Church
sent Bishop John England from Ireland to America.

He did more than organize white Catholics in his dio-
cese. He also helped African-Americans organize both
Catholic churches and schoois. The effort was not
without some dificulty and opposition. St James, the
Greater Catholic Church was founded around 1824
in Ritter, near Charleston. At first it served both races.
in iime, however, al