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Agenda

Relationship Building

Shared Responsibility & 
Advocacy



Fundamentally, your success in 
engaging every family will come down to 

what you think about families, every 
family, and their value as partners to 

support student learning.

-Dr. Steven Constantino
Engage Every Family



Equity

Inclusion

Sense of 
Belonging

student

school family

















Welcoming 
Environment





Inclusive 
Environment





Sense
of 

Belonging



Sense
of 

Belonging





Representation 
Matters







How do you welcome new 
students/families?

New Student 
Plan

New 
student/families 

ambassadors

Teacher 
preparation 

packets



Family Support Groups



MTSS for Families





Shared Responsibility
and Advocacy



School TO or WITH families?
Are you engaging families on the 

front end of decision making? 
Is your school ready for families 

to be advocates and give 
feedback?
Don’t ask if you aren’t ready to 

act. 
Analyze WHO is responding? Are 

you engaging ALL voices?















Ways to address the “whole” family







Contact Information

Leslie Bloss
SCDE

lbloss@ed.sc.gov

Tamara Collier
Sumter School District

Tamara.collier@sumterschools.net



ed.sc.gov
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