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Agenda
• Parent Engagement & Support 

vs. Parent Involvement

• Spotlight: Stories of Success 
from Richland 2

• What's working for you?



What is family 
engagement?

The SCDE defines family 
engagement as when, 
“[f]amilies are actively 
involved in the learning and 
development of all students 
to become college- and 
career-ready.”

South Carolina Family 
Engagement K-12 
Framework

https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/server/api/core/bitstreams/9aaccd54-7290-4237-8eb5-63124fa405d5/content
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/server/api/core/bitstreams/9aaccd54-7290-4237-8eb5-63124fa405d5/content
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/server/api/core/bitstreams/9aaccd54-7290-4237-8eb5-63124fa405d5/content
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/server/api/core/bitstreams/9aaccd54-7290-4237-8eb5-63124fa405d5/content
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/server/api/core/bitstreams/9aaccd54-7290-4237-8eb5-63124fa405d5/content


Parent Involvement 
vs. 

Parent Engagement



Let’s look at the definitions...

Parent Involvement refers to the actions parents take to support their child's 
education, such as attending parent-teacher conferences, volunteering at school 
events, and helping with homework. It is often seen as a more passive role where 
parents participate in activities predetermined by the school.

Parent Engagement goes beyond mere involvement. It involves parents actively 
collaborating with educators in decision-making processes, advocating for school 
improvements, and co-planning educational strategies. Engagement is 
characterized by a partnership between parents and schools, where parents' 
insights and contributions are valued.



Parent Involvement: Parents participate in activities set by the school, such as 
volunteering or attending meetings. Their role is often reactive, responding to 
school initiatives. 
Key Point: Involvement is important, and it is often event-based and directed by the 
school. 

Parent Engagement: Parents take an active role in shaping their child's 
educational experience, contributing ideas, and participating in decision-making 
processes. 
Key Point: Engagement is about shared leadership and two-way communication.  
Families’ voices and experiences help shape the school’s work. 

Differences in the Nature of Participation



Parent Involvement: While beneficial, involvement alone may not 
significantly impact student outcomes. It often leads to meeting school 
goals but does not foster deeper connections.

Parent Engagement: Research indicates that engaged parents can lead 
to better academic performance, higher attendance rates, and improved 
social skills. Engagement fosters a stronger bond between parents and 
schools, enhancing the overall experience for students.

Differences in the Impact on Student Success



Collaboration vs. Compliance

Parent Involvement: This is often about 
compliance with school expectations, where 
parents do what is asked of them.

Parent Engagement: This is about 
collaboration, where parents and educators 
work together to set goals and develop 
strategies that benefit students.
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Conclusion

Both parent involvement and engagement are 
crucial for promoting student success, but parent 
engagement tends to have a more profound impact 
due to its collaborative nature.

Schools that foster strong partnerships with 
parents through engagement can create more 
supportive and effective education environments, 
ultimately benefiting students' academic and 
personal development.



Resources
Learning Village – What is the difference between Parental involvement and 
Parental engagement?

One Place – Parental Involvement Vs. Parental Engagement: What You Need to 
Know

Headstart – Parent Involvement and Family Engagement for Early Childhood 
Professionals

Harvard – Effective Family Engagement Starts with Trust

Harvard – Welcoming Families From Day 1

Family-School Relationships Surveys

District wide Strategies for Meaningful Family Engagement

https://www.learningvillage.net/article/involvement-vs-engagement
https://www.learningvillage.net/article/involvement-vs-engagement
https://www.learningvillage.net/article/involvement-vs-engagement
https://www.learningvillage.net/article/involvement-vs-engagement
https://www.oneplaceonslow.org/blog/parental-engagement/
https://www.oneplaceonslow.org/blog/parental-engagement/
https://www.oneplaceonslow.org/blog/parental-engagement/
https://www.oneplaceonslow.org/blog/parental-engagement/
https://headstart.gov/publication/parent-involvement-family-engagement-early-childhood-professionals
https://headstart.gov/publication/parent-involvement-family-engagement-early-childhood-professionals
https://headstart.gov/publication/parent-involvement-family-engagement-early-childhood-professionals
https://headstart.gov/publication/parent-involvement-family-engagement-early-childhood-professionals
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/news/20/04/effective-family-engagement-starts-trust
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/news/20/04/effective-family-engagement-starts-trust
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/news/20/04/effective-family-engagement-starts-trust
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/17/08/welcoming-families-day-one
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/17/08/welcoming-families-day-one
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/17/08/welcoming-families-day-one
https://prichardcommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Family-Survey-User-Guide.pdf
https://prichardcommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Family-Survey-User-Guide.pdf
https://prichardcommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Family-Survey-User-Guide.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/engaging-families/Family-Engagement-Handout.pdf


   



District Spotlight

Richland 2 School District



Richland School District Two 

From Involvement to 

Engagement: 

Strengthening Partnerships 

in Richland Two
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Why Involvement + Engagement Matter

Richland School District Two

Title I Schools:

● 13 Elementary Schools

● 2 Middle Schools

● 1 High School

● Center for Child Development
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Why Involvement + Engagement Matter
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Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two
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Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two 
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Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two 
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Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two



Involvement and Engagement

Shifting Parent & Family Engagement in R2

● Priorities are driven by data and compliance 
expectations

● Redefine the Language: RSD2’s FACE Division and 
Title I team are working together to move away from 
“check the box” involvement to meaningful, two-way 
engagement. This pushes the pedal to move (above 
and beyond) past compliance. 

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.



Building Capacity 
with FACE in R2 2025-
2026

Laying the Foundation: Beginning to build FACE with 
fidelity across our schools.
Collaborative Partnership: Relying on each other for ideas, 
support, and connections.
Early Progress: Shared resources and school-based 
support.
Ongoing Growth: Using data and feedback to shape next 
steps together.

"Our collaborative work with FACE is still developing, but 
it’s laying the foundation for consistent, sustainable family 
engagement across our district."



Involvement and Engagement: HOW?

Collecting Feedback from Families
● ALL Title I schools share the 

FACE feedback form after EVERY 
family involvement and/or 
engagement event. 

● Title I Principals, designees, and 
Parent Educators review feedback 
regularly

● Schools are using feedback for 
continuous improvement
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Can Involvement and Engagement Coexist? 

YES! Parent Involvement and Parent Engagement CAN
and should be implemented collaboratively. They are 
not competing ideas. Involvement helps families feel 
connected to the school; engagement invites them into 
shared responsibility for student success!

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.



Family Engagement in Richland Two 
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Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two 
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Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two



Family Engagement & Involvement in Richland Two



Continuous Improvement

● Engagement takes time, trust, and consistency

● Listen before launching ideas, initiatives, and programs

Involvement is “doing for families”

Engagement is “doing with families”

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.



Let’s talk about it…

1. How is your school/district supporting Parent 
Involvement and Parent Engagement? Share examples 
of each.

2. How can you level up some of your parent and family 
activities to shift from involvement to engagement?

3.What does collaboration look like in your district now?



What did you hear?

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.



Resources for 

Title I Coordinators

Updated Title I, Part A – Parent 
and Family Engagement 
Guidance

SCDE Title I Parent and Family 
Engagement School Level 
Requirements

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/parent-and-family-engagement-guidance-2025-109202.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/parent-and-family-engagement-guidance-2025-109202.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/parent-and-family-engagement-guidance-2025-109202.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/parent-and-family-engagement-guidance-2025-109202.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/parent-and-family-engagement-guidance-2025-109202.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:e885b15b-058c-4d07-b4dd-9979fbef4bd8
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:e885b15b-058c-4d07-b4dd-9979fbef4bd8
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:e885b15b-058c-4d07-b4dd-9979fbef4bd8


SCDE Parent Community Engagement 

Subscribe Now!

Stay connected!.. 
Stay informed!...

Stay connected!... 
Stay informed!...

https://listserv.ed.sc.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=PARENTCOMMUNINTYENGAGEMENT&A=1

https://listserv.ed.sc.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=PARENTCOMMUNINTYENGAGEMENT&A=1
https://listserv.ed.sc.gov/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=PARENTCOMMUNINTYENGAGEMENT&A=1


Save the Dates!

2025-2026 Parent and Family Engagement 
Virtual Roundtables

Virtual Wednesdays 10:00am – 11:00am
• September 10, 2025
• December 3, 2025
• February 18, 2026
• April 22, 2026 ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.



Contact Information

Leslie Bloss
Title I Parent and Family Engagement State 
Coordinator 
SCDE Office of Federal and State Accountability
804-734-6037
lbloss@ed.sc.gov

Emily Caskey
District Coordinator of Title I Compliance and 
Family Engagement
Richland 2 School District
803-738-3260  x.21260
ecaskey@richland2.org

mailto:lbloss@ed.sc.gov
mailto:ecaskey@richland2.org
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