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Title III / Multilingual Learner Program (MLP) 
Overview



Title III, Part A



What Is Title III, Part A?

Title III, Part A refers to a federal education program under the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA)—specifically focused on supporting English learners (ELs)/multilingual learners 
(MLs) and immigrant students.

• Federal Funding 
• Programmatic Components, Compliance, and Improvement
• Data, Accountability, and Federal Reporting

The program emphasizes an asset-based approach, aligning with the Profile of the South 
Carolina Graduate and highlighting bilingualism/multilingualism as a strength.



Overall Goals

Goals:

• Support MLs achieve proficiency in English and meet grade-level academic 
standards.

• Provide effective language instruction educational programs (LIEPs).
• Offer research-based professional development and technical assistance.
• Promote and enhance family and community engagement.



Student Population



Multilingual Learners and 
Immigrant Children & Youth 
Definition

• In general, South Carolina MLs are identified by
– ages 5K-21;
– a language other than English on the Home Language Survey (HLS)/Enrollment Survey (ES); and
– a qualifying score on the English language proficiency (ELP) screener/assessment.

• The ESEA, as amended by the ESSA, sections 3201(1) and (5) defines immigrant children 
and youth as individuals who
– are aged 3 through 21;
– were not born in any state (U.S., Puerto Rico, and DC); and
– have not attended one or more schools in any one or more states for more than three full 

academic years (on a cumulative basis).



How many multilingual learners do we have in 
South Carolina?

*2025-26 45-Day Report

24,799
M1-M4

54,056
1.0-6.0, AL1-AL5



How many immigrant students do we have in 
South Carolina?

*2025-26 45-Day Report

26,269



Agenda # 2

Parent, Family, and Community Engagement



Enrollment



Enrollment Memo

• Students have the right to enroll in public school at all levels.

• Ages 3-21.
• If a student turns age 21:

– after September 1st, the district must enroll the student.
– on or before September 1st, the district is not required to enroll 

the student.

• Enrollment procedures and policies must not negatively impact 
students based on language/immigration status and must allow 
meaningful participation in educational programs.

• High School Students
– SC does enroll school-age students even if they have a diploma 

from a country other than the US.
– Evaluate transcripts, if available (see international transcripts 

guidance).

https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/multilingual-learner-enrollment/multilingual-learner-enrollment-memo/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/multilingual-learner-enrollment/multilingual-learner-enrollment-memo/


Birth Certificates & 
Immigration Documents

• 43-272. School Admission. A.
– “Kindergarten and Grades 1–12: Each kindergarten and first-grade pupil not 

previously enrolled shall submit a birth certificate or other documentation to 
verify a birth record in special situations as allowed by a local board of 
trustees…”

• Plyer v. DOE [457 U.S. 202 (1982)]
– Districts may not require SSNs for all students because it could expose 

immigration status.
– Districts must not engage in any practices to “chill” the right of access to 

school.



Age Placement, Grade 
Classification, & 9GR



• Although Adult Education is a viable option for some students age 17 and over, students 
must have the opportunity to enroll in high school if they choose. The SCDE strongly 
suggests the LEA work closely with the Adult Education program to determine a solution 
to these concerns and ensure that students and families know their rights and options 
when enrolling in South Carolina public schools. The following guidelines and reminders 
should be considered when determining proper enrollment procedures:

– Contact and collaborate with the district’s Adult Education Director to ensure 
agreement. Furthermore, communicate all procedures with the secondary schools 
to provide the same equitable enrollment processes that occur locally if a family 
happens to enroll at a local school or a Welcome Center;

– Present all enrollment information and options to MLs and/or immigrant students 
and their families in a language and format they understand;

– Students aged 3–21 enrolling in South Carolina public schools must be allowed to 
do so at all grade levels. Adult Education is a viable option for some students age 
17 and over, but students must fully understand that they have the right to enroll in 
public high school if they choose to do so. LEAs must not discourage MLs and/or 
immigrant students from enrolling in a South Carolina public high school. Please 
reference the memorandum that was released from the SCDE on March 2, 2021, 
for further ML and/or immigrant student enrollment information;

– The SCDE strongly recommends that the LEA create an ‘enrollment option 
information sheet’ or something similar to support students and families and 
ensure they understand their options thoroughly;

– The SCDE strongly recommends that the LEA monitor the enrollment data to 
ensure an unusual increase of students enrolling in Adult Education does not 
occur unless appropriate and accurate; and

– The SCDE strongly recommends using the new procedures to inform 
parents/guardians of their own opportunities with Adult Education if that is of 
interest to them.

Scenario 1

• High schools in a district 
encourage students to 
enroll in an Adult Education 
program rather than enroll 
in high school.

*Reference the Multilingual 
Learner Program Guiding 
Principles for additional 
guidance, scenarios, and 
information.

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esea-title-iii-part-a-multilingual-learner-program/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esea-title-iii-part-a-multilingual-learner-program/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esea-title-iii-part-a-multilingual-learner-program/


Translation and Interpretation Services

Office of Civil Rights (OCR) under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
Note: Federal funds/Title III must not be used to fulfill required translation and interpretation 

services for families. ​



Translation or Interpretation



Translation and Interpretation Services

• Translation and interpretation services are mandated by the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and are 
a shared responsibility across all state/district/school staff; these requirements do not fall under Title III. 

• Districts are required to provide both translation (written) and interpretation (spoken) services to 
ensure meaningful access and communication for families whose primary language is not English.

• All communication and parent/family engagement opportunities must be equitable to those 
provided to English-speaking families, including but not limited to Back-to-School Nights, student 
conferences, IEP/504 meetings, newsletters, automated calls, district policies, and other school-related 
information.

• Most districts meet these obligations by leveraging bilingual staff and/or contracted vendors
who support translation and interpretation needs.

• Federal funds may not be used to cover core or required translation and interpretation services, 
as these are civil rights obligations that must be funded through state or local resources.



Who Can Provide Translation & Interpretation?



OCR FAQ and USED EL Toolkit – Chapter 10

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-201501.pdf
https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/english-learner-toolkit
https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/english-learner-toolkit
https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/english-learner-toolkit


IEP Meeting Interpreter Script

https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/special-education-services/programs-and-initiatives-p-i/sp/spoken-language-interpretation-script-for-iep-team-meetings/


How do we know which 
languages families prefer?



Enrollment Survey



Enrollment Survey (ES) -
Section I

Purpose: Translation and Interpretation 
Requirements for Families

● Section I includes the Right to 
Translation and Interpretation 
Services section.

● These questions (Section I) are asked 
at initial enrollment and annually at 
registration.

● This assists districts with the 
communication preferences to ensure 
the obligation for translation and 
interpretation services are met. 

SCDE Currently Provides: Arabic, Chinese/Mandarin, English, French, Gujarati, Hindi (Latin Script), Hindi (Devanagari), Portuguese (Brazilian), 
Russian, Spanish, Swahili, Tagalog, Tajik, Tamil, Telugu, Ukrainian, Vietnamese

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/office-of-federal-and-state-accountability-trainings/2021-essa-academy-day-1/enrollment-survey-english/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/office-of-federal-and-state-accountability-trainings/2021-essa-academy-day-1/enrollment-survey-english/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/office-of-federal-and-state-accountability-trainings/2021-essa-academy-day-1/enrollment-survey-english/


How many languages are represented throughout 

South Carolina?

120+
*March 2025

Top Ten: English, Spanish, Russian, Portuguese, Arabic, Ukrainian, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Gujarati, French



Create a Welcoming 
Environment



Website Resources



Communicating Across Language Barriers

● Use interpreters or translation tools effectively.
● Keep communication clear, respectful, and patient.
● Provide multilingual signage and accessible materials.
● Maintain confidentiality.
● Culture Crossing Guide

https://guide.culturecrossing.net/
https://guide.culturecrossing.net/


Parent, Family, and 
Community Engagement 



Strategies for Meaningful Engagement

● Build trust through clear, respectful communication.

● Help families navigate unfamiliar school systems.

● Encourage family participation and collaboration.



Parent, Family, and Community Engagement 
Core Responsibilities for Supporting Multilingual Learners (MLs)
● Ensuring families understand ML placement decisions, age-appropriate placement rules, and the full range of support services 

available.
● Providing spoken-language interpretation during IEP, 504, and ILAP meetings to ensure meaningful participation.
● Communicating ongoing updates to families about students’ progress toward English proficiency and overall academic 

achievement.
● Engaging families of 3- and 4-year-olds in early conversations about language identification, available services, and placement 

processes
● To support effective MLP implementation, the SCDE Title III/MLP team provide foundational documents translated into 16 

languages for use by LEAs and families.
– Enrollment Survey, Parent notification letters, and ILAPs

Allowable Title III, Part A Supplemental Activities - (Used only when activities go above and beyond civil-rights requirements)
● Family engagement nights focused on English language development and academic support.
● Literacy-focused events and take-home materials that reinforce language learning.
● Supplemental family sessions on:

● English language development strategies
● Navigating U.S. school systems
● Understanding the MLP
● WIDA ACCESS (ELP) assessments and score reports



Engaging Families in the Learning Process
Parenting Multilingual Learners (Chapter 6)

Engaging Families in the Learning Process

● Host family language nights—movies in the target language, simple recipe cooking, or game nights 
that build vocabulary through play. 

● Encourage shared language experiences like bilingual books, storytelling, and kid-friendly language 
apps.

Parent Education Workshops

● Provide strategies for language-rich homes and ways to weave the target language into daily routines.
● Explain language development milestones and offer guidance for common multilingual-family 

challenges.

Open, Consistent Communication

● Hold regular parent–teacher conferences focused on language progress and shared goals.
● Maintain two-way communication through digital platforms such as Talking Points or ClassDojo.



Building Strong School–Home Partnerships
Parenting Multilingual Learners (Chapter 6)

Building Strong School–Home Partnerships

● Collaborate with families to set shared, SMART goals that align home and school expectations.

● Cultivate a welcoming, accessible environment where all families feel valued and included.

● Ensure multilingual signage, materials, and communication, and provide 

translators/interpreters for meetings and events.

● Host family nights featuring cultural performances, traditional food tastings, interactive 

workshops, and community-building activities.

● Provide regular, translated updates on student progress to keep families informed and 

engaged.



Community Resources for Multilingual Families
Parenting Multilingual Learners (Chapter 6)

Community Resources for Multilingual Families

● Help families identify and access local resources that support language development and 

cultural connection.

● Highlight the public library as a hub for bilingual books, story hours, reading clubs, and family 

literacy programs.

● Connect families with community centers offering tutoring, enrichment programs, language 

classes, and social or legal support services.

● Share information about non-profit organizations and cultural associations that provide 

advocacy, family support, and culturally relevant programming.

● Encourage participation in language clubs and conversation groups that build confidence and 

create community for multilingual learners and their families.



Organizing Multilingual Family Events
Parenting Multilingual Learners (Chapter 6)

Organizing Multilingual Family Events

● Host storytelling sessions enriched with translation, visuals, props, puppets, and costumes to bring 

narratives to life for all ages.

● Offer food tastings, musical performances, and dance demonstrations that celebrate the diverse 

cultures represented in the school community.

● Create interactive displays of cultural artifacts that invite families to share traditions and personal 

stories.

● Involve families as co-planners and contributors, ensuring events reflect authentic voices and 

community strengths.

● Invite guest speakers who highlight the personal and academic benefits of being multilingual.

● Incorporate hands-on, language-rich activities such as scavenger hunts, craft stations, and 

greeting-card making to keep events fun and engaging for children and adults.



Encouraging Volunteerism and Community Involvement
Parenting Multilingual Learners (Chapter 6)

Encouraging Volunteerism and Community Involvement

● Invite families to serve as classroom helpers, especially during language-rich activities, 

small-group work, or cultural projects.

● Engage volunteers in organizing language clubs, tutoring sessions, and enrichment 

activities that support multilingual learners.

● Encourage participation in community service projects, such as school beautification or 

neighborhood clean-ups, to build shared ownership and pride.

● Provide consistent recognition and appreciation for volunteers’ time and contributions through 

shout-outs, certificates, and public acknowledgments.

● Host volunteer appreciation events that celebrate family and community involvement and 

strengthen long-term partnerships.



Utilizing Local Cultural Institutions
Parenting Multilingual Learners (Chapter 6)

Utilizing Local Cultural Institutions

● Partner with museums, libraries, cultural centers, and community organizations to tap into 
rich, often underused resources that enhance multilingual learners’ educational experiences.

● Arrange language-specific tours of exhibits to deepen comprehension and cultural connection.
● Plan educational field trips to historical sites, cultural landmarks, and community events that 

bring language and culture to life.
● Encourage attendance at cultural festivals and performances where students can experience 

music, dance, food, and traditions firsthand.
● Take advantage of free or discounted admission days, family-friendly performances, and 

hands-on workshops accessible to all ages.
● Integrate institutional resources—educational kits, lesson plans, digital archives, and online 

tools—directly into classroom instruction.
● Invite guest speakers such as curators, artists, musicians, and community leaders to share 

expertise and lived experiences with students.
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Professional Learning Opportunities



SCDE MLP PLO Website

Check out the SCDE Multilingual Learner Program (MLP) Professional 
Learning Opportunities webpage!

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esea-title-iii-part-a-multilingual-learner-program/professional-learning-opportunities/multilingual-learner-program-mlp-professional-learning-opportunities/


South Carolina Multilingual Learner Program Conference

September 2025 - Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center

Materials were posted until December 2025

50+ presenters, 30 vendors, 200+ prizes, 
425 attendees!

We hope to see you at the 2026 
conference! 

Save the Date: September 8-10, 2026

https://sites.google.com/ed.sc.gov/scmlpconference/home?authuser=0
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Resources



Role-Specific Guidance: How Each Role Contributes to ML 
Achievement

Every role matters; working together ensures that MLs have access to, meaningful engagement and 
the support they need to succeed. Supporting MLs is a shared responsibility. Each role within the 
school community plays a vital part in ensuring access to education, fostering a sense of belonging, 
and promoting academic and linguistic success. 

• Front Office Staff
• Guidance Counselor
• Content-Area Teacher
• Multilingual Learner Program Specialist
• Administrator/Educational Leader



Title III/MLP Webpages

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/


ESEA, Title III, Part A 
Multilingual Learner Program

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esea-title-iii-multilingual-learner-and-immigrant-program/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/esea-title-iii-multilingual-learner-and-immigrant-program/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/south-carolina-district-title-iii-part-a-multilingual-learner-programs-map/


Guiding Principles

● The newest version of the Multilingual Learner 
Program Guiding Principles is available.

● The document is not yet available for 
download, copy, or print until it is in a PDF on 
the SCDE website. 

● PDF version will be available very soon! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OiVmrChTw0FUqi6GLisEp0fjK90hTlNc/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115308776933928756747&rtpof=true&sd=true


Family Toolkit - NCELA

● National Clearinghouse for English Language 
Acquisition - Family Toolkit (English, Arabic, Chinese, 
Spanish)

○ Introduction

○ Enrolling Your Child in School

○ Attending School in the U.S.

○ Other Educational Programs and Services for 
Your Child

○ Finding Extracurricular Activities for Your Child

○ The Health and Safety of Your Child at School

○ Helping Your Child Be Successful in School

https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/family-toolkit
https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/family-toolkit
https://ncela.ed.gov/educator-support/toolkits/family-toolkit


Title III / MLP Team Email

TitleIIIMLP@ed.sc.gov

mailto:TitleIIIMLP@ed.sc.gov
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