ﬂ‘ SOUTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

MEMORANDUM

TO: District Superintendents
District Instructional Leaders
School Counseling Personnel
Principals

FROM: Kiristi D. Austin, PhD
Director, Office of Assessment and Standards

DATE: July7, 2026
RE: Health and Physical Education Course Code Updates

To ensure the unique requirements for health and physical education courses across the
varying grade levels are correctly identified and the appropriate personnel are providing this
essential instruction, the SCDE Course Code Database has been updated. Below are the
notable changes across each of the three grade bands.

Elementary:

Historically all grades PK-6 have used code 1401 for health education. Because the health
concepts required by the Comprehensive Health Education Act (CHEA) across grade
levels vary as do the credentials required to provide health instruction therein, it has
become necessary to create unique codes for new grade level groupings. The unique
requirements for each of the grade level groupings are reflected in the course descriptions
and teacher certification areas for each course in the Course Code Database. Below are the

new course codes for elementary (K-6) health education.

e 1401 Health (Grades K-1)
e 1402 Health (Grades 2-3)
e 1404 Health (Grade 4)
e 1405 Health (Grade 5)
e 1406 Health (Grade 6)

Middle School:
Students in grades 6-8 are required to receive health education instruction and physical

Ellen E. Weaver | State Superintendent of Education
803-734-8500 | ed.sc.gov | 849 Learning Lane | West Columbia, SC 29172


https://standards.ed.sc.gov/6020cfb4-33a0-49dd-b464-1973c96831cb/6020cfb4-33a0-49dd-b464-1973c96831cb
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c032.php
https://ed.sc.gov/educators/certification/certification-legislation-and-policy/required-credentials-for-professional-staff-members/

Health & PE Course Code Updates

Page 2

July 7, 2026

education instruction each year. The health concepts required by the CHEA are now

reflected in the course description for code 2401. Furthermore, code 2440 has been
renamed from “Health, Physical Education” to “Physical Education” to reflect the content
of this course to be based solely on the physical education standards. Lastly, code 2460
Physical Education/Health will be retired at the end of the 2026-27 school year. Code 2460
correctly identifies teacher certifications that can provide instruction in both physical
education and/or health. However, it does not specify which certifications are qualified to
provide instruction for each of the content areas. To eliminate the potential of a teacher
providing instruction in a content area for which they are not qualified, this code is being
retired. Beginning in 2027-28, all middle schools must use code 1406 for health education
and 1440 for physical education for students in grade six. For students in grades seven or
eight, schools must use code 2401 for health education and code 2440 for physical
education.

High School:

Minor adjustments have been made to the course descriptions and notes for health and
physical education courses at the high school level. These adjustments emphasize that
3401, Family and Community Health, and 3403, Human Growth and Development, do not
fulfill the CHEA requirements. 3402, Personal Health and Wellness, is the only course that
fulfills all the CHEA requirements. As a reminder, high school level health and physical
education courses cannot be taken prior to the ninth grade. You can review these
adjustments on the Iltem Card for each course.

Please contact Health and Physical Education Associate, Dr. Benjamin Miedema
bjmiedema@ed.sc.gov, with any questions you may have regarding these updates.
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