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ARP ESSER Subgrant Application:
Requirements and Submission Process

Audrey Shifflett, Grants Manager

Grants Program – Division of Legal Services

What You’ll Learn

• Purpose of ARP ESSER subgrant and requirements

• Components of complete application package

• Submission process and deadline
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Disclaimer

This presentation is designed to help you understand the 
requirements for the subaward and how to complete and submit 

an application.

This presentation is not a substitute for reading the application 
guidance, the revised program-specific assurances, the SCDE’s 
Assurances and Terms and Conditions for Federal Subawards, 

and the applicable federal law and regulations for this 
subaward.
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Purpose of ARP ESSER Subgrant

• To support schools in safely reopening and sustaining safe 
operations of schools while meeting the academic, social, 
emotional, and mental health needs of students resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic

• To enable LEAs, and more directly schools, to support 
students who have been most severely impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and are likely to have suffered the most 
because of longstanding inequities in our communities and 
schools that have been exacerbated by the pandemic.
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Support for…

• Safely reopening elementary and secondary 
schools,

• Restoring and maintaining high-quality learning 
environments, and 

• Taking comprehensive action to mitigate learning 
loss. 
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May 19, 2021 Technical Assistance

Recorded webinar and slide deck available on SCDE’s 
ARP ESSER Funding Information web page -
https://bit.ly/2USw3YW

Please review this information!
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RECAP OF REQUIREMENTS
ARP ESSER 
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Funding Overview

• ARP ESSER subgrants to LEAs total $1,902,210,774
• LEA subgrant based on FY21 (Summer 2020) Title I 

allocations
• Subgrant budget and performance periods end 

September 30, 2024
• LEA must use at least 20% of subaward “to address 

learning loss through the implementation of evidence-
based learning interventions…” 
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At least 20% of Subaward
• Implement evidence-based interventions

• Ensure interventions 
• respond to students’ academic, social, and emotional needs and

• address the disproportionate impact of the coronavirus on student subgroups 
described in section 111(b)(2)(B)(xi) of the ESEA, students experiencing 
homelessness, and children and youth in foster care
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Per ARP Act

• SCDE issued LEA subawards May 24, 2021, to 
award 2/3 of funds

• LEAs must submit a complete application package 
by August 24, 2021, to receive remaining 1/3 of 
subaward.
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Requirements of ARP ESSER

Safe Return to 
In-person 
Instruction and 
Continuity of 
Services Plan

due 6/24/2021

ARP ESSER 
Subgrant

Application 
Package

due 8/24/2021

More Requirements of ARP ESSER

Reservation to 
Address Academic 

Impact of Lost 
Instructional Time

At least 20% of subaward
for evidence-based 

interventions 

Maintain Equity for 
High-Poverty Schools

“high-poverty school” is a school in 
highest quartile of schools an LEA 

serves based on percentage of 
economically disadvantaged students 

served.
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Resources

• US Department of Education’s Frequently Asked 
Questions (May 2021) - https://bit.ly/2TlIrAe -
addresses how funding may be used in response to 
impacts of COVID-19 on preK-12 education

• US Department of Education’s Maintenance of Equity 
Requirement Frequently Asked Questions (June 
2021) - https://bit.ly/3hgFSay
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Reminder: Questions to Ask

• Is the use of funds intended to prevent, prepare for, 
or respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
its impact on the social, emotional, mental health, 
and academic needs of students? 

• Does the use of funds fall under one of the 
authorized uses of ESSER funds?
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More Questions to Ask

Is the use of funds permissible under the Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and 
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (2 CFR Part 
200)? 

In particular, is it necessary and reasonable for the 
performance of the ESSER award? 
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More Technical Assistance Upcoming

• Using Academic Recovery Plan to complete ARP ESSER 
application

• Allowability Procedures required by 2 CFR Part 200.302(b)(7)
• Maintenance of Equity

And more!

SCDE’s ARP ESSER Funding Information web page 
https://bit.ly/2USw3YW
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APPLICATION PACKAGE
Spending under ARP ESSER
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Required Attachments

• GEPA Statement

• ARP ESSER Plan

• ARP ESSER Spending Plan Form

• Revised Program-Specific Assurances

18



7/14/2021

South Carolina Department of Education 10

GEPA Statement Requirement

• GEPA Section 427 requires federal subgrant applicant 
include a description of steps they will take to ensure 
equitable access to and participation in subgrant
activities
• Six types of barriers that can impede equitable access or 

participation: gender, race, national origin, color, 
disability, or age (may be others locally) 
• See application guidance page 24

19

Create a GEPA Statement

• Consider proposed ARP ESSER activities/uses of funds

• Identify at least one barrier that would prevent someone 
from participating in ARP ESSER subgrant activities

• Explain what will be done to overcome the barrier 

• Be specific (do not use vague language)

• Save GEPA Statement as a PDF 
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ARP ESSER Plan (template)
• Budget Overview

• High Level Budget
• Activities to address learning loss

• Activities for other ARP ESSER funds

• Evaluation and Review

• Consultation and Public Input

• Assurances
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Budget Overview

• Amount of LEA’s subaward

• 20 percent amount to 
address learning loss

• Narrative on how LEA will 
use funds to implement 
prevention and mitigation 
strategies consistent with 
CDC guidance
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High Level Budget

Amount budgeted for each 
allowable activity category

• 20% required to address 
learning loss

• Remaining funds:15 “buckets”
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Activities to Address Learning Loss

Align with LEA’s Academic 
Recovery Plan

• English Language Arts

• Mathematics

• Social, Emotional, Behavioral 
and Mental Health

• Other Activities
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Other Activities
• Activities for 

remaining funds

• 15 allowable “buckets” 

• As applicable to LEA’s 
plan
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Consultation and Public 
Input

• Describe how LEA 
gathered public input

• Include dates of input from 
specific stakeholder groups
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Assurances

• Review assurances at end of template

• Assurances accompanied May 24, 2021 subgrant award 
notification

• ALSO review Revised Program-Specific Assurances 
included in application guidance, pages 20-23

• Signed Revised Program-Specific Assurances required 
with application
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Revised Program-Specific Assurances

• Adds item 6: requirement of 
34 CFR Part 82 restricting 
lobbying

• Application guidance, pp. 21-
23

• Electronic form for signature
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Spending Plan Form
• Excel form

• Similar format as ESSER I 
& ESSER II

• Spending Plan 
Categories

• Use of Funds for each 
category
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Complete the Spending Plan Form

• Enter budget 
narrative and 
amounts in cost 
categories

• Budget Summary 
auto populates

• Superintendent signs 
electronically
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SCDE 
Web Page

SCDE 
Grant Opportunities

Grant Opportunities Webpage
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Open 
Opportunities

ARP ESSER 
Subgrant

Grant Opportunities Webpage (cont.)

Subgrant Web Page

Application 
Guidance and 

Forms
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Prepare to Apply

Step 1:

Read application guidance 
carefully

Email questions to 
SCESSER@ed.sc.gov

Prepare Application

Step 2:

Complete application attachments
 ARP ESSER Plan, Spending Plan, 

GEPA Statement, Revised Program-Specific Assurances

 Obtain all signatures for Assurances form  
 Save documents as directed
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Access Application Form
Step 3:

Compile contact information & enter into 
online form (application guidance p. 12)

Attach application attachments
 GEPA Statement 

 ARP ESSER Plan, 

 Spending Plan, 

 Signed revised Program-Specific Assurances form

Superintendent Completes Form

Step 4:

Superintendent should read Attestation carefully

Enter name as electronic signature

Enter date

Submit Form
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Questions?

Email scesser@ed.sc.gov

Visit ARP ESSER Funding 
Information web page
• Frequently Asked 

Questions
• Resources
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