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Stronger Connections Subgrant
Frequently Asked Questions

The South Carolina Department of Education (the Department) Stronger Connections Grant Frequently Asked Questions document is intended to answer questions regarding the Stronger Connections Grant (SCG) program. The Department referred to the U.S. Department of Education (USED) Stronger Connections Grant Frequently Asked Questions to inform the answers provided in this document and will edit as new information becomes available. For questions related to the Stronger Connections Grant, please contact strongerconnections@ed.sc.gov.

1. What is the Stronger Connections Grant (SCG)? 

Answer: On June 25, 2022, President Biden signed the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA), which provides $1 billion in funding to State Educational Agencies (SEAs) to be distributed under Title IV, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). The BSCA specifies that SEAs must make competitive subgrants to high-need local educational agencies (LEAs), as determined by the SEA, for activities to support safe and healthy students under section 4108 of the ESEA.

2. When is the Stronger Connections Application due?

Answer: All applications are due February 6, 2026, at 11:59 pm. No extensions will be granted.

3. How long will the district have to spend funds? 

Answer: Districts can spend funds until January 1, 2026 – July 31, 2026. Funds are allocated for a 6-month period.

4. Are community non-profits eligible to apply? 

Answer: No, non-profits are not eligible to apply for this grant directly. However, they can be a partner with the school district.

5. Will there be another round of funding after this round? 

Answer: The US Department of Education stated in September 2022, this is a one time-funding. If that changes, we will provide updates.

6. Is this grant for schools only? 

Answer:  Yes, public school districts can apply for this grant. Private schools can partner with their local school district to participate in the services provided and the planning process for the subgrant program. 

Schools are not eligible to apply as a standalone. All applications must be submitted by the school district on behalf of the schools.

7. Are equitable services required under the Stronger Connections Grant? 

Answer: Yes. Because this funding was provided through Title IV, Part A, each LEA receiving a Stronger Connections subgrant must, after timely and meaningful consultation with appropriate private school officials, provide eligible private school students and educators services and other benefits that are equitable in comparison to services and other benefits provided with Stronger Connections funds to public school students and educators (ESEA section 8501(a)(1), (3)(A)).

8. Are LEAs (school districts) limited to one application/award?

Answer: Yes, eligible LEAs may only receive one grant to operate a Stronger Connections Program.

9. Can LEAs contract out services for longer than 6 months?

Answer: No, LEA’s must adhere to the current funding period of the grant.

10. Is the intent to apply required?

Answer: No, but it is strongly recommended. The intent to submit helps us determine how many grant readers will be needed to review and score applications.

11. Who should submit the intent to apply?

Answer: The district must submit the intent to apply.

12. Is it up to the district to decide if a new school (opened 24-25) would be eligible? 

Answer: The new school would be eligible for any services the district would provide as part of their comprehensive plan. Schools must have baseline data such as chronic absenteeism, bullying, and out of school suspensions. 

13. Are personnel and benefits allowable expenditures?

Answer: Yes.

14. Are indirect costs allowable?
 
Answer: Yes, please contact your district finance person to get the allowable rate for your school district.

15. Will the grant be renewable? Meaning if we use these grant funds to hire someone, would this position be only for one year with no hope for a second year of employment?

Answer: The grant is not renewable.

16. Can an evaluator be budgeted? 

Answer: Yes.

17. The FAQ from the federal government states the funds must be spent by 2026? Why does this grant have a timeline of 2025?

Answer: The additional year is a part of the Tydings Amendment. 

18.  Are incentives allowable expenditures as reward for certain achievements or behaviors?

Answer: Incentives are not allowable, per se; however, programs may reward students for effort and achievement, but the reward must be nominal, reasonable, necessary, and support the purpose of the grant program. 
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