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Application Process

Applicant shall notify the local delegation of
the county which the proposed charteristo
be located.

Only applications that are complete and
follow these guidelines will be considered.

Applicants may amend applications after
submission if the authorizer determines that
an application does not meet one or more of
the standards and it may request clarifying
Information from the applicant prior to or
during the hearing. The authorizer has the
authority to incorporate this clarifying
iInformation into the application.

* Within 90 days of receiving a completed
application, the sponsor will review and rule on
the application in a public hearing.

* |fthereis no ruling within 90 days, the
application is considered approved.

* Once approved, the charter school will
coordinate with the sponsor on meeting any
determined pre-opening conditions




Application Process

* An authorizer shall deny an application only if the * Within 10 days, a written explanation of the
application: reasons for denial must be sent to the charter

* Does not meet the requirements specified in committee and filed with the SCDE

959-40-50 or 59-40-60

* Fails to meet the spirit and intent of the
An applicant shall submit a letter of intent at least (20) ninety EXAMPLE: A Charter School submits application on
Charter Schools Act of 1996 BT AE) A  a s S vy 30,102 10 rces o o

sponsorship and a copy to the South Carolina Department of sponsor, The Charter School would be in
Educatson “planning” during the 2026-2027 school year and

* Adversely affects the other studentsin the 3 besrsp e sty

The spoasor denies the application and provides a written|

district in which the charter school is to be o Topreskarm e s ) e
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January 30, 2026 The sponsor shall rule on the apphcation for
a chaster school 1 2 public beaning, upon reasonable public ‘
I_O C a te d notice, within (90) ninety days after recerving the application
The sponsor may request clanfying or addstional information A final decision of the sponsor may be appealed by any
. o . from the applicant dunng the review. (20) ninety days party to the Adnumistrative Law Court as provided in
® F l_ d b l_ Sections 1-23-380(B) and 1-23-600(D)
alls to demonstrate a substantial capacity to R R A

which a proposed charter school 15 to be located upon
submission of a charter school application and also shall provide

e Sta b li S h a Vi a b le S C h O O l a copy of the charter school application upon request by a Applicant appeals to ALC (45) forty-five days

member of the local delegation ALC hears the appeal. (TBD)
l ALC 1ssues a final wnitten order. (TBD)

The sponsor approves the charter school application (A ‘ ’
local school board may appeal a decision of the

SCPCSD based upon adverse impact as defined by SBE
Regulation 43-601)

ALC reverses sponsor’s decisaon ALC affirms sponsor’s board
decision. School not approved.
Application process ended.

APPROVED CHARTER SCHOOL USES THE

FOLLOWING YEAR TO PREPARE FOR OPENING
“TBD™ is listed withk certain parts of the ALC procexs becenre

Before a charter school may open, the State Department of the time frame ix determined by ALC rules for yubmisvion of
Education shall venfy the accuracy of the financial data for the documents and ALC case load
school withan (45) forty-five days after approval




Application Process

* Charter School Application Evaluation Rubric:

* Reviewers should score each section based
on the evidence found in the application

* Reviewers should indicate areas of strength,
areas of weakness, and evidence that may be
used to support the assigned rating

* Evidence should be as factual and objective
as possible

The response reflects a thorough understanding of key issues. It
addresses the topic with specific and accurate information,
presents a clear, realistic picture of how the school expects to
operate, and the applicant’s capacity to carry out the plan
effectively.

Meets the Standard

Partially Meets the Standard | The response meets the criteria in many respects, but lacks detail
andyor requires additional information in one or more areas.

Does Not Meet the Standard | The response meets the criteria in some respects but has
substantial gaps in several areas.

Falls Far Below the Standard | The response is undeveloped, or significantly incomplete, or
otherwise raises concerns about the sustainability of the plan or
the applicant’s capacity to carry out the plan effectively.




Application Process

* Most Authorizers also conduct a capacity
Interview with applicants

 Capacity interviews are normally face-to-
face meetings with the charter committee,
school leader (if hired), EMO/CMO (if
committee is working with one), finance
lead (if identified)

* Opportunity for Authorizer to assess
viability of school proposal (board
capacity, financial viability, organizational
capacity, etc.)




Statement of Assurances for Charter School Authorizers

The Assurances can be found here, on the Charter School Annual Report page

* The authorizer serves as the LEA and retains responsibility for Special Education

* Provide oversight of the school in accordance with the Charter School Act and national industry standards
* Collectan annual report from its school each year and submit the report to the SCDE

* Provide information to general public about charter school as an enrollment option

* Negotiate, execute, and monitor terms of contract with charter school

* Comply with Charter School Act on application hearing, approval, and appeals process

* Notify and take appropriate corrective actions of performance or legal compliance issues with the charter
school

* Develop a closure protocol for their charter school. Close any charter school at the end of the school year after
receiving the lowest performance level rating for three consecutive years

* Receive and distribute federal, state, county, and school district funds to the charter school
* Provide technical assistance to groups preparing or revising charter applications at no expense

* Provide right of first refusal for any building surplus for sale or lease to a charter committee operating or
applying within the district



https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/school-choice/charter-schools-program/charter-school-annual-report/

Q&A

Questions?

Contact Information:
Dr. Joseph Allotta, Charter School Program Manager: jaallotta@ed.sc.gov
Dr. Beth Poff, Charter School Team Lead: bpoff@ed.sc.gov



mailto:jaallotta@ed.sc.gov
mailto:bpoff@ed.sc.gov
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