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SAFE K-12 FAQs
1. What if I already have an information security program based on another framework? 
· SAFE K-12 uses CIS Critical Security Controls for its taxonomy and structure but will not require districts to implement CIS Controls if they can show they have an equivalent or better security program in place. 
· CIS maps to many of the common information security frameworks, so SCDE and the school or district can review these mappings and identify any gaps within the tool. 
 
2. What if I have other information security requirements that differ from SAFE K-12? 
· SAFE K-12 should be informed about the information security requirements you have and will consider any requirement that exceeds the minimum SAFE K-12 baseline to be acceptable. 
· If a school or district has requirements that are tied to authorization, funding, etc., these should be prioritized. The SAFE K-12 team should be informed and will adjust our efforts accordingly. 
 
3. My district already bought one of the SAFE K-12 tools but wants the “SAFE K-12 price.”  How does this work? 
· Pricing is currently being refined. We will communicate any pricing updates with you via email.  
 
4. How will I know what my security gaps are? 
· Completing the Cybersecurity assessment via the CSAT questionnaire from CIS will identify local gaps in your information security program and determine controls your district should prioritize. 
 
5. What training/onboarding will be available for the program? 
· CIS conducted in-depth workshops on CIS Critical Security Controls specifications, resources, and implementation recommendations in December 2025. 
· Onboarding workshops for the CSAT tool were held in February 2026. 
· Weekly office hours are held for SAFE K-12 participants to discuss challenges and ongoing efforts. 
· Vendor demonstrations and workshops will be held later in the Spring 2026. 
· SAFE K-12 participants can contact safek12@ed.sc.gov for information on these sessions. 


  
6. What if I want to participate but don’t have staff or funding? 
· Compliance is mandatory, and failure to implement required controls may place districts at operational, financial, and legal risk.  
 
7. What will my district be expected to prove/provide to show I am implementing my information security program? 
· What will be expected: 
· Accurate assessment or attestation of your current information security environment. 
· Designating a representative of the Information Security Program to serve as the primary point of contact. 
· Adequate school or district planning and policy approval and implementation to support the program requirements in an appropriate timeframe.  
· Enforcing SAFE K-12 standards on any system containing student records. 
 
8. Will audits be conducted as part of the SAFE K-12 program? 
· Audits are not currently planned.   
 
9. Is there an “Official Vendor” for the SAFE K-12 Program? 
· No, there is no official vendor for the program.  SCDE is working with several industry leading vendors to ensure that quality tools are available to fill any security gaps that a district might find in their security posture.  However, the final choice of which vendor/tool to use will be up to each district to ensure that what is selected works best for each district. 
 
 
Additional Tools and Resources
· SAFE K-12 Charter 
· SAFE K-12 Program Update and Planning for 2026-27 
· Contact safek12@ed.sc.gov for assistance accessing the CIS Workbench, CSAT assessment tool, or for any other questions or concerns. 

 


Ellen E. Weaver | State Superintendent of Education
803-734-8500 | ed.sc.gov | 849 Learning Lane | West Columbia, SC 29172
image2.png
™ SOUTH CAROLINA
2. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




